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me “Moment Of Truth UJ C2(18/1954]
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The man stands ersct, with\rigiﬁ grace, The sunlight sparkles
from the gold embroidery of his ti ht fitting silken suit. In his left
hand 1s a pilece of cloth of brillant red. In hls right he holdy a long,
the#n sword, slightly curved at the end,

His eyes are, fixed on the bull, standing a few feet away. The bull's
\Ehe points of v
head is lowered, APiS sw?eping horns i;ix aimed at the man, The bull's
sldes are heaving witﬁ:ﬁg;vy breathing, Blood seeps down his shoulders
where several small darts, gayly decorated, dangle from the wounds where
they are caught in his m.ffm&.

The man moved his red cloth, lnviting the bull. The sword points
forward, waist high and horizontal., The bull charges. The man, his feet
together znd standing stil}, awaits the charge and it seems the great‘
horns mugt certainly plerce the frail defense of the gilBen suit.

But the red cloth moves a littléﬁo the #ight, now almost before the eyes
of the bull, In a flash of graceful movement, the hand with the sword
crogses over the hand with the cloth and thelgg%;gggi;_ i?@ﬁa@d is buried
deep in the tull.,

If the man has done his work well, the bull pauses, his front legs

\four s
wobble, he sinks to the grougd--—dead. A team oﬁhgaylg caparigoned mules
is swiftly hitched to the horns of the bull and he 1s dregged from the
sxsmpRihedzx

are#na, Thaxzzanﬁt@kﬁ_t;;'
Thet=#s bhe moment of truth, the‘h&gh climax of a drama of courage and
deathjfiiﬁ’has been ensascted according to a rigid ritual dear to the hearts
spectacle
of Spanish afficionados of the corrida, or the f=xkk¥xkx of the bulls.
The character and the motives of the chief actors---the bull and the man-
go back into dim history. The bull fight, as it is known today, has been

elogquently prgised and roundly criticized by generations of writers and

spectators.




Is the bull fight simply a cruel sport that has been allowed to gurvive

in some a,anlsh countries from medieval times? Or 1s it, as its defenders

o A \..‘4..,. -

claim, an, exemplification of man's dominance over savage forces?
Tauromaqula, as Spaniards call the art of fighting bulls, has been

Queen (o ”
condoned znd condemned by popes and ruling monarchs.élsabel the Catholic

z
tried to atolisﬁ ;;thin" and bull fiﬁhtinﬂgg?gﬁﬁﬁhﬁa But the Spaniards of
her day, willing pnrhaps to forego=tﬁain=abf btnﬁs, stood stoutly by thelr
bulls and the queen was bafﬂ"eﬁﬁ/;“"%?_ a'Q {

Pope Pius V suppressed bull fighting on penalty of ex- commun*catlon.
Pope Uregory 1ifted the ban. Pope Sixtus V, in 1586, prohibited the clergy
from sttending IFEadsy The €oni Ace .

The famous Fray Luis de Leon of Salamanca University fﬁg protested.
XKing Fhillip II supported him end explgired to the Pope: "The fiegts is in
the Spanish blood, and we cennot take it away without serioug repercugsions.”

The Pope relented and repealed the prohibition. _/‘ .

The fighting tull of Spain is a far different animalsggggf%he pasture
pulls of our country. He has been bred for his fighting quality through
meny generations. . i

. ~ which ~
He ig = descendant of the aurochs, or wild oi‘mhg?roamed Europe in
Neolithic times. The bull has been a symbol of procreétion and power since

the beginning of recorded history. In # sncient Sumer, of 3000 EC, the bull

was a god symbol, passed on by them to the Babylonlans. Human-headed winged

Iz In mythology,
pulls carved in stone adorned the entrances Assyrian palaces.42eus
abduction and 4

tookEmethe Ef3gulse of a white bull in the,rape of Europa.
A almost as gresat
The role of man in the modern bull fight has iﬁgﬁ antiquity tHaEr as
.Gl/l/l'- C«I_WZ-/
the bull, The bull cult movsd from religious sacrifice, through the chase

£% in the f1=lds,to public spectacle in the arens.
Spanisrds were pitting thelr bravery against wild bulls before the

Punic wars. Hamilcar BRarce, father of Hgnnibal, founded Barcelonsg in 228 BC.




Hemlleer kesieged Ilici soon after, The desperate defenders rounded

£ Lédi/
up wild bulls withthe ald ol tame oégﬁfjmanaged to fix rosin torches to
their horns, Then they drove the bulls, lighting the torches as they rén,

into the war chariots of the enemy, Hamilcar was killed and his army

destroyed, G

% B .
The Romans ruled gpain for 600 years, 200;to 00 AD., Then came the Goths
=

sn Arisn people, and after another 300 years the Moors.lThey st ayed from
700 until 1492,
Through 2ll these centuries the bull was a part of Spanish life,
Spanish bulls were taken to Rome for Bgéfggégpectacles. The Mooys learned
to fight bulls and took them to Africa. etz Spain
of the 1lth centuryy
El Cid Campeador, the legendary Spanish herqa-iannzﬁxb is gaid to have
lanced bulls in Madrid and Valencia. This was probably when bulls were
killed in the hunt. It is significant that the Spanish term for bullfight-
ing, la Corrida de toros, meaniﬂliterallygthe running of the bulls,
The first recorded bull fights were in the 12th century. The anégﬁls of
the Catnolic kings record a corrida held in 1133 in Logrdﬁb, at the time
of the coron?tion of Alfonso VII. Another recorded in Leon in llup éiebrated
the marriage‘glfonso's daughter,
In the reign of Fhillip III, the canonizatioﬂi/f three ma®b® saints,

A

‘eresa, were celebrated by

Ste. Ignatius, St. Francis Xavier and Santa,
corridas,
Cervantes, the father of the novel, had his inimitable hero, Don

Qui jote, say:(Quote). |

" A gaily caparisoned knight giving a fortunate lance thrust to a
fierce bull in ¥ the middle of a great square makes a pleasing sppearance
.in the eyes of the king. The same 1s true of a knight clad in ETEADE
s ining armor as he paces the lists in fr’ontg of the 1a;34fes In some

>
joyous tournament. It is true of all those knightiwho, by means of
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Their bitter history has stimulated their rusical and
artistic expression., They have been sustained by a
rrofound religious faith, Their minority status has
made XiwmrexmX them sensitive to probflens of governrent.

The wearing of the green-aprearing "black tie" hy
your speaker this evening cannot represent his intellectual
assent to any of the wild ruesses of naive Tible reacers
of past gererations, It does represent his respectful
recognition of the spiritual kinship of all who love 1li-
berty and the sanctity of the indivicual,







military exercise or what appear to be such, divert and entertain and, if

ons may say S0, honor thecourts of the princes." (End quote)

A

The knight with his lance remains in the corrida of today in the

plicadors, mounted on sorry horses, who use their blunt lances to wowd the

with
shoulders of thetull., But the knight himself vanished from tke ring 3?

the advent of FPhillip V aad the Bourbon kings. Philip was concerned by the
number of nobleg and knightly werriers killed or diéabled in the bull
fimk fights, He objected to the¥ "bold and bloodthirsty ceremony." This
was the time of ruffle-wristed French influence in Spain, and Voltaire

-2
lamentea that Madrid was taking on the appearance of \Versailles imitation,

= C v dlasr—
: Lhe nobles retired’ to the stands, but tﬁgxfiﬁgyﬁ’lived on., For some

- = MRl ants 0%
time the knights had been assisted by footmen armed with capes, ééﬁh&wng?

asxoxEkx swords, These mxn;-fellows, countrymen familier with the ways of
_ bulls
bulls, maneuvered the Eﬁxmxkfyfor the horsemen, goading them with da ts

to greater battla, or helping finlgh off the wounded animals.
Thg;agggg;g;z&z;zgEggtﬁﬁﬁyﬁxtnﬁtﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁaﬁzkiiggg;x
These footmen were the antecedents of the toreros of modern bull fight-

ing. Torero is the general term for the men in any phase of the bull fight,
N T‘w

'Toreador is an ancient word no longer used except inAFarmen.

The ké;;;;;;EE banderillero helps with the cape work and places the
(or _banderillas

i

barbed dart§(1n the bull's shoulders. Tmk Benderilla means little flag.
The picador hanales‘g the pic, or blunt-tipped lance, from his horse,
The metador---which meens killer---is the torero who kills the bull,
Which brings us to the gtylized ritual which is the modern tull fight,.
The plaza de toros, or’ bull ring, is circular,with ¥=&k rows of seats

rising steeply,. AreS an Spaaisth.

hzxi? completely around the arenazgi ¢ means sandx-A stout wooden fence,
" 4

called the berrera, circles the arena, In it are openings, shielded by

planked shields, called burladeros, behind which men can dodge but bulls

cannote.



Tne aull§ for the afternoon's corrida, usually six, zre in & §uccegsion
paliad Tonvidy s _
of genaiéenaath the stands. Fasx-RUEZCAXTSZUSETAXDIRAUZRE XEMORZEATZRARZUX

[

wrtzaxzuzxtkesztaszoaki Xz R@RZEATBXAAY K
When tne crowd ha. assembled, iﬂ%éggggxgggxx the band strlkes up the
Lively atraine of the pullfight amu_ic and the proc:s icn entery.
Firat uu&cé the aLguavL*? & ceremonial h“rsemﬁp, dressed in elegant

1.

o
fﬂ

ch,.$ ritualistic dezuendanﬁiff'thﬁ *uuntie;{%ho brought the knights

.

: aring slegant ssremonial capes.
Bshiné hlm, on foot,march the matadows, usually tnrc??z%_ﬁxnxxk Sach

will
/kill two bullg. They are followed by thelr regpective cuadrillas, the

intd the lists to calute the king.

XER torercg who work with sach matador. Thesn follow the mounted plcadores
lances.
wlth thelr flat hat- on their padded horses, cart ing njEEL lcng kﬁﬁ!:!ﬁ

?I.
iast in the procession 1s the gayly decorated tzam of nules721h$f will

“Nau. ) ]
asisr Lne dead opulls frca the ring. '
X r n AL &L—”N‘j »
Lhe a@%ﬁ%& procession stops. The slguacll salutes the 'ﬁﬁazmtﬁg,

Ty Yhe Forid ,
the official box, ﬁﬁw to48ss down a &c%& This ceremony comes down from

the time when the noble patrcon of the oull fight granted permi-gsicn
‘ ToRIL, 2
and gave the Xey to taiApull peng.
The group gcatte Pc and the brilliantly dressed torerco., discarding

a ALl
thelr elegant F%s:e capes, take thelr working capes of heavy .ilk lined

wiu" red, and dl.poses themselves about the arena.

_ 7he | e
The cocr uf qﬁ====tx toril 1. opened and a bull ruches in. Exclted by

ale -
the sudden kﬁzﬁt%éf suna-f2re after the dlaness of the pens, and oy the
shoutsz of the crowd, he look, about for gCuethling 5& vent hig qgleen
upon ﬁi A waving cape attrac 2td him, and he chargea. But thezaxtgzxﬁnﬁﬁer
_Qasnnib\o \ . ) o

-RB&’E&{Z&B&%&%&E&L& cape waﬁga azide as he passes and hls horns encount er
nothing.

3evzeral passes are made, so that the bull dacheg back and forth across
the arzna. frou hle fir_t «tes into the arena, the natador l. otudying

tae _ull clo=ely. How doeg he handle hlie horngs Doez ne favor one slde
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cr ths otner? Is hs prave and fisrce, intent on reaching and killing a

) ; -

ne excited, eccentric and unpredictaple. These qualitles will
man and bull

be important whsn hxmh’(facc the moment of truth,’lqu‘ﬁ\.&’\/.

" a = — /- =1
lNiow, with bull and man Lntgﬁ duced, Besta- the firsgt act of th

o

ritual of daath"ﬂﬁ‘jﬂﬂa-
eathy 7 ’
v
Aftepr several futile rushes at waving capes whlch seem 10 protect §
the men from hi- horng, the bull discoverg 2 more solid adverﬁary--—a*
horse with a man on hig back. He chargea, =nd hl. hofn, meet .olid,

\-

44}

‘sati.fying regl.tancs. The horse ls padded---a falrly recent concesslion
to the gen_ibilitleg of foewioen touristg---and the man's fi‘%& isxaxakz

prcte:t” in an iron qtirrup and m@tal leggings. The horse ig plindfolded

While fhe oull ls worrying the padded horse with hls horna, the
olcador setg the polint of ﬁis lance again.t the heavy, stralning -houlder
guscles of the oull. The polnt enters about one inch. Usually the lance
is set once on each side of the ghouldsr.

Sometimses ths ru.h of the bull upseles t+he horse and plcador. We have
seé“éﬁil r?lse the front quarter. of the horse on hlg herng. In former
timese, the unprotescted horses sgffered sruel punishaent froa the hsrn;i
which ripped upon their bellles. It was not uncoummon for a bull to k=
k1ll threes or four horges before the picador could acccoupllia=h nis role.

Tane purpose of thig mo.t unpleasant phase of the bull fight 1s to
weaken the pull's né???gb that he will hold hi. head lowsr. Without
the pic lt might take all afternodn tC kill one bull, whereas twenty
ainutes 1s apout all that can be alloted for each of alx bulls.
Now the picader retires, and again the bull finds XZXIRZXZIDEBX
xﬁaixingxhkzxatzgmxtﬁanﬁakzknxthaxukng a man on foot claiming hls
attention. ?252&3ngtamdsxzknzghzxandxauixkx

This is the second act. The man is the bandsrillero. It wmay bs

the matador himaslf, ¢r it may be one of hi. cuadrilla who will place




thd thres pgairs of darts.
To- man holds up his arme, a banderilla in each hand. He -ummcns the
oull, “Hi, to;ol“ The man has ho cape to @8 deflect the bull's charge.
As the cull fEXBEEE rughes at nlm, the man moves slightly, «0 that ¥

the cncoalnz oull describes an arc as he approaches.

n

Tne wman must manage Just to alss the passing horn, then reacn over and
olant tae barbed darts, one in elther slde of the shoulder RBRSZEZ WSS,

as the bull Frushes oy.

This 1s s survival of the past, when only conexExEx

harpoonliks dart wa: used by a man on foot to gégg;;;% arcuse the animal
L Far J .

for the fighters on horseback. %P the spectatoa, it is cne of the acst

graceful and gkillful maneuvers of the fignt.

Now,wlth hilg -~houlders wounded by the lance, and wlth at E%rleaat g °
~S X
few of the‘Parbed bandsrillas dangling from hi: ghoulder, the oull is
ready for the third and final act of the rituay.

There is the bull, with his woundsg, hig rage and his passion to kill

hig turmenter. And there is the man, the matador, in hlg orillliant tzgjg_

u
m

:

1

o

iuces, or sult of lights. And there 15 the muleta, a plsece of red

ol

=
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res, in the man's hand. And there is the espada, the gword,
\ to the matador
ready to be handed by the gword 0oy E when the moment has come.

This 1s the time when the man dominateg/ the oull, preparing hiam

5 741:1 ; Jw"ZWCL !
for the s thrust. The moveaments of this phase, called passes,

’

are as «tylized as the movements of a ballet. With the-muleta, the aan
leade the oull through the intricate xowem FEsEx [lgures

F
of their dance. The man egtabligheg hia. authority?cgggg%gé/%he oull to

follow the enticement of the muleta, ruszhing, turning, ru.hing agaln,
f% in 2 bright ewlrl of color and éﬁ;;;;;;& moticn.

Th

[

- —# -7 2
aan does higd part with ztudied nonchulance.-ﬁ&xﬁﬁ His every move
snould bz elegant, with an attitude of austere tranquiirzty. TEE=sEERe s

Tane crouwd feels 2and reeponde to thi. wcuent of drama. The cheers
Fo
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/\Surge in rhytha wita the AuV-MvntJ-lu arsna. Fsrhags, 5aszuzEadanpX
whén the bull pauses im fru;tration,gz finding no =0iid flssh zeFinaxEx~2
i fi Y h,‘ th, ’ - (@ "f’ﬁ"f
L ReX iR KL AT EE K KQLDFLELE s@sE% ONeetins hi. horns, the matador will =EpL/to

11 knees and cite the oull from thif positicn. Lr when the bull hes
—— iy . 1t s : . e % y y

itates in aasrzss paffled wondsr, the mgtador may .turn ni. back cn nla,
only a few fe=t away, and DLOW grace efully to the crowd. This gesture, Xk
which muet e wsll coneidered, orings @555§§§Ex! great applauae.
uvrﬁ{_j«i——lf = X =
. TaKins the sword 1n his right hand, the matador _uamdn- the pbull.
/ S
If the moment has truly aprrived---1f the bull i- ready 3nd ths man 1s

ready in courage and -kill, the swordgsinks deep and ths bull i%xg'déadf”

(1

Em;z:&iLE?e apolause and acclaim depend upon the courage, the grace and
the skill of the pgwfurmanﬂe. Tne mgtador ﬂaj be awardsd one ear, two

1

ears, or---tne final acolade---both eare and the tall. These are cu

ct

off and given nim. Then ne and the memberg of hl. guadrilla clrcle the

arena to receive the plaudlite of the affl icionadog. Hats sail into the

a3 down thelr

[
O

ring, along with pouguets of flowers. In Barceluna men t

leather brandy flagks. The S triumphant ﬂataior/ Jute the fla3Sk to

hig lipg for a polite «ip and to.ses 1t back. The flowend are gathegred

in the arm. © tra matador's asslstants. The hats are togqsed back aged
S e dead bt i dr d":}'tu?‘: Tla sezieod pyAvcyTiied
gabsomsk 10 thelr ownerqlxéud then it tlmy for the next bull. ?
Wh*#e’gggt Ameriuang would vigorously reject any suggection that we
£o=w=d allow pull fight- here, Americand and many oOther non-3ganish people
a— 10n;§fjri\e;‘:5‘éinatcd by the dull fight /8
Janes Russell Lowell, the American poet and fir_ t editor cf the
Atlantic Monthly, wai?iinlste” to Spain in 1878 when the young klng
Alfonso XII married hils cougin, Pr inc=ifmeruedes. A bullfight wa. a part
¢f the celeoration and Lowell was an offiéial guest. In his regort to the
State Departuent, he Wrote:
"i attended @x officlally, as a matter of duty, and escaped early.

It was ay firat bull fight and will be my last. Tv me 1t was a shocking




i

ﬂ'bravado of the procession led by the ~truttlng matadores 1n gorgeous

-

v

AV§|

stacle in which all my sympathles wers On the slde of

the mocaent I almo.t wighed myself thne representatlve a Lo

san diplomats had easler views. Washington Irving, whose
3
are famowus, adaitted (quctej 1 did not know what a

5 4L
wrlllhgs

olccdthirsty man I was till I saw them (bullfights) at Madrid on amy

firat viasit. The first was very splrlted, the gecond dull, and the third

spirited again, and afterward I hardly ever missed.“(%nd q&ote.)

claud

iy

Bowers, another professicnal writer, was Franklin D.

1

G.
velt's ambassador to Spain. In his book, "My lMission to 3pain," he

O
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n ay firaqt fight under a burning Madrid sky
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th
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if wag thrilling---the blusgt of gkles,

Iy

)
m

green, blus, red and yellow dresses

M

¢ the woanen tands. Twenty thousand pecple, tense

0]

ct

From the he MSgEsd% two horsemen in the gardb of the time of

Philip II scund of bugles, 1into the arena for th

il

key to the

bull ring, my smotione were acutely aroused, but confused. The color, gustu

uniforms, ﬂhe first breath-taking charge of the bull, the grace and daring
of. the cape work, the Jkill and valor of the‘matador@, the brilliance and
audacity of the banderillercs, the knowledge-that death hovered in the alr
close to the blood-gtained sand, would guicken the pulse of a gtatue. And

out of it all,mﬁiﬁ@h in the end, emerged one dominant feeling---a profound

aduiration and pity for the c.uragecus, magnificent fighting bull."

Not in his book, but t0 a newgpaperman, Bowers gaild: "It ls uniquel
-p p . -

Spanish and a mo.t thrilling .-pectacle. It is the only P ceremony lsft

frem the colur and digpiay of ancient timeg. The corrida iq 2 tacular

centrioution of Spain to living history."

als statsasnt had consequences. The Spanlards halled him ag a moet




understanding histcrian and he enjoyed great
w7 -
Chu el

Aoosevelt ﬁa%%iﬁ him on the transAtlantic phone, from behind a pile of

indlgnant telegram, cn the white House degk, sent in by memberes I the
|
Socciety for Frevention of &; Cruelty tc Animals.

Richard Ford, an Englichnan who lived in 3pain for zeveral years
early in ths 19th century, wrotes authoritatively on bull fights of that
" ‘
days "At Tudsla, a bull having killed 17 horses, a picador named 3lanco,
- 1 L - - = 1 = O st
and a banderillero, then leapt over the barrisrs, whnere ne gored 1O AZREA

. 12 :
death a pszaszant and wounded many‘othergf'The nswepapers, rord wrots,

3 [e ot 2 «7‘_4‘”4: — : _ in
gimpt? headed tne = -A.y Accldents | have happened.

Edonundc de Amicis, an Itallian novelist and e-sayists, wrote a travel
3paln ) QQ'
pook cn ig%n late in the 1800s. 'g sketched the hil-tory of bull fighting

and, without admitted he liked them, confessed that he went svery Sunday.

BAZXAEDRLEX
"At vaprilous timee," he wrote, “they havefiesw®® bullfights with lions

Bz

snd with tigers. It 1g only 2 few yearS Since one of these couwdatd was nelc
in the circu. %;\Madéid...The ouil fdught with a lion, a tiger and a
leopard, and succeseded in conguering them all. AlsO in a counbat a few
years ago the tlger and the lion got the worst of 1lt....unly the elephant,
& huge clephant which still lives in the gardens of Buen Retiro, carrled
.the day. The oull attacked ﬁim, and he »imply placed his head on the
bull's back and pressed, and the pressure was 0 foaaf dellcate tnat his

reckless assallant was crushed ae flat as a pancaks."

in

Z;ﬁé% moderéz?gé%;er who captiyated oull fight fan. waq Manoleﬁzg.
Qu&ﬁi "“Cn August'zé,-l947, a multimillionaire and a bull killed éach other
in Linares, Spaln, and plunged an entire nation into deep mourning. The
bull's name was Islero, and he wae of the Miura strain. The man's name
wae rianolete, and he was the essence of everything Spanish. His story &=

1s the embodiment of la fiesta brava.®

m

Ihi

L

waz wriltten by Barnaby Jonrad, once a secrstary to -inclalr Lewls,
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who went to 3gain, learnsd to flght pulls, decame & wan cf the world
Luley el
and wr.te apoat oull filghting. He ﬂﬁﬁ OWIlg & Ire staurant 1n San Franci.co,
called &1 Matador. His story of thc death of Manclete turng a certaln

I will read -ome excerpts from

"It's hard for Americans to undergtand.why all thi~ fusg about cone
bullfighter. But Manolete wa_n}t juet @ bullfighter to the Spanlards. He
was thelr only national and international hero. Yet when he was Kllled,
he dled such a beautiful death that I swear, in gplte of the great
funeral, the week of national mourning, the cdes, ths é¢irges, the post-
humcus de ations by the government, that in hig neart cf heartg every
5panlardlwas glad that Manolete*ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁgﬁ had died. They, the Spaniards
themseiveé, murdered him.... o

“"Ugly in photos, cold and hard in the bull ring, he had tremendous

magnstlgm, warmth and gentle humor aumong hi. friends. 4Unce, 1in Peru,

s
I to0K a blass American cullege glrl to watch Manclete iln the cereamony

HJ

oreparing for a fight, though she prote.ted she had no interegt in
A joker who hurtg little bulls."

Wixouse me, senmorita, 1f I don't talk mugh," he sald with hi. shy
smile, as they worrlied Hﬁ;;;é;h hi. thin fréme into the 3kin tight
uniforu, “but I am very <cared."

After that he didn't say more than 10 word. to her. But she walked
cut of the rcom dazed. 'That,' she announced, '1s the mogt attractive
man in the world.'

An nhour later he had her weeping with emotion as he calaly 552 let
" the horns of a glant Fernandini bull graze the gold brald on hig costume
tiwe after tlme. The fear he Spoke of waq nowhere in evigence:

"Po fignt a bull when you are not gcared 15 nothing," another oull-

_ NOT
fighter Cnce gald, "and to_é&ﬁ fight & bull when you are gcared. is

nothilng. but te fight a bull when you are gqcared---that ig something."




!_
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danoiete told me, "amy knees start to qusks when I first sss ay name on
the po.ters and they don't stop until the end of thne geagcn.“

3ut there wag never any real end Of the season for nim. In 1945,

for exampls, he fought 93 fightsg in Spaln in six monthsg,

@%2...Then followad Mexico's geagon, and Peru's szason, and when he got

through withsthose 1t was March agaln and time fcr the firgt flightg in

Valencla. It would bz gruslling for-a gtroﬁg man, and Manolette was frail
to the polnt of appearing tubercular. ¥Yst he kept driving, driving.

Wnat, then, made hiam run? What made nim the peat¥

“Monsy was the oovioug thlng. In hle elght year, ag a senlor matadorn

he made apgroximately $4 million in Aamerican dollars. In his la.t years
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ng as high ag $25,000 per fight, about 430 for every alnute

nz performed. ...

Yet 1t wagn't the noney; psople ,sldonf riski thelr neckaq 5;; Just for

needsd desperately to be -0meone---,0asthing great.

[43]
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fie was torn Manugl Rodriguez in Cordcba, Spain, In 1817, in the

heart of the cullfighting scuntry....The family was alwayg hungry-pocr.

..oHlg two gl.terg gtocd the hunger as long a, po.sible, and then they

stapted making money in a profession even older than pullfighting. This

was the gecret of thne driving force behind Manuel. He never got over it.

make :

He regclved to gﬁf enough money somehow g0 that his famlly would never

have to worry agaln, and tc become an ichrtant encugh person §C that

hi. slsters’

cshame would be blurred. Bullfighting is the only wa¥y in
Spalin for a poor boy to becoae great."Matador. and royalty are the only
oneg who live well," they say. Manuel declded to become the greateqt
bullfighter wﬁo ever lived. .

He was 12 and working a« 2 plasterer's assletant on the Sotomaygr
ranch...Little Manugl begged -0 perjlstently to be allowsd to fight that

q -

S A ) = é :
finally the 3ctomaydre put hla la a corral with a cape and a calf...He




AnGcked down every tlme he went near the 1little aniamal. If the calf
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had gharp horns instead of gtubs, he would nave besn killied 20 tia
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n the next faw years tne pbullflghters arcund the ranch ;old nim scme of
the ml.takegs he wa- making. He finally persuaded them to glve him a fight
with «mall bulls in Sgrdoba'g plaza, undsr the name of Manolete, a
diminutive of Manuel. He and two other_boyn gset ocut to maxke thelr fortuane.
Manclete was almo.t the comic relief...The crowdq would laugh at hla,
skinny frame, made more awkward by the fancy passes he was trylng. sut
they zouldn't laugh atstne way he killed. when it came tiume to digpatch
nl~ enemy, he would hurl himgelf .tralght over tne EZZx®m& lowsrsd head,
a Han,
the horn mligsing hl, body by Lﬁaﬁg;‘ to «ink the sword up t¢ the hilt
betwsen the ghoulder_. "He's golng to get killed that way gome day,"the
expertyg =aid.

& ’
But then he was spotted by 8§ Jose Flores Camera, a man who might have

been the

93!

reategt bullfighter of all tlme except for cne thing---he wag a
coward.

Gazeré remade Manolete. He made nlm concentrate on the austers za%SIex
classic pagses...Hes howed him how to dohbeautifulyglaw veronicas. It was
the only pasg, WZER of the doﬁéns that exist, tnat Manolete would ever do
with the cape. With the small mulet%)qsed with the gword, Gameré let him
do.onLy four pagses. He <howed him how to hold himselfl regally, how to give

the cla,glic pagseg with a dignity never before geen in the ring. «..

. 7
"No one laughed at hla now. Camera had made 2 tragic genlus out of a

-2 (- Vs
clown...Hlg flrst year wag gquccessful, his second eﬁgégéégu%;\55h{ﬁ had

been walting for thi. kind of figntlng....By 1946 he was the king of thé
matadorg and Mexlco beckoned with astronomical contractg. Spectators
thought they were lucky to get a seat for §100 for his Tirgt fight in
Meglco City...He gave them their money's worth, although he was carried

out badly wounded vefoure the fight wa. over. He came to as




sarpying him to the ring infiramary, shook off thoss who tried 10 top
nim, and Lurched dback into the ring to fini_h the oull, before collapsing.
I
he recuvsred and went on to fight all cover Me,lco and South Aamerica.
#z To grsserve hig fabulou$ reputation he had to fight every fight as

though i1t wers hid Tir,t time in the Madrld plaza.

But the wachlne was wearing down. Though he wa- only 29, he loocked 4U.

he wag drinking a lot. His timlng was beglnning to go off. Unce’ln PerE)
he took nins gword thrust, to klll a bull. He left the ring with tear,

running down hlg cheekg.

.
Quit, saicé Camara. Quit said hig friendg. The people were caying he

— .

' 7
dared flght only .maller bulls.and that a new bullfighter, Dominguiln,

>
wae betiter and braver.
Manolete had too.much pride to quit under fire. He would have one last

seascn, with the largest bullg in Spalin. He wanted to retire untied and

- - - ' ’ 1
in Barcelona the criticy said ne never had been greater. In Pamplona he
waa even bestter. Then, on July 16, he was wounded in Madrld, and he left
’

to

w

nospital tco soon,te go on a vadation in the mountains with Antonia,

0lq wl.tress. -
The next fight., were not gocd, He was drinking, staying uo all-night

with a bottle and trylng tc fight the next afternoon. They say he drank

oecauge of Antonia, bscause he knew she wé;\a girl oﬁégg;;;;;skg and a
- A
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digger, but he loved her and couldn't break off with her and hated

hilmgelf T
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loving her.

Then ca
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fwse August 28 and the fight in Linﬁres. It wa. lamportant,

s
because it was near hl8 home town and hi-. rival, Dominguin, wae On the same

e}

»
yrogram. And the bulls were Miuras, the famoug bullg of death that have

killed more wen than any other breed 1n exletence.
Ine sscond pull

wze Manvlete's. It was dangerou, and unpredictable, but

oy v S y X C"L”.i!myq.(‘ 1 e
manclste Wi d vut tu cut an ear. He made the a&%m* chargs pack and forth
LP



in frent of hin -0 clogely and gracefully that even ni, destracicrs were

ug cut of thelr gssate, yelllng. But when it came tlame to ki1il, he alssed

: e
_ . vl )
with tne fir=t thrust. The seconoAdropyed the ©all cleanly and tne crowd

S i
ap.lauded. But he had lost the ear. They were dsmanding perfeztlon today.
4
%k The next bull was Dominguin's and he playsd 1t hand.cuely. He
M
out in hi. own banderillas, unfurled all nl. crowdepleasing trickg,aﬁﬁ
ircpplng nig knees f tw 58e5 d even kisg "i’tka oull's fore-
drcpplng to hlg knees for two passes and evsn az B 12 DU s fore
A
head at one mnoment. He killed it clzsanly and wa- presentsd an ear.

anctner bull,and a mediccre performance oy the third oullfizhter, and

it wae Manolete's turn again. The lagt oull cams gkidding out into the

W
o

I 1 -
ring. It was named I-lerc. The moment Camara gaw it hockin

1]
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ring, he told Manolete: “wadlc--bad, bad. It hocks terribly to the right."

fnat 13 a dread thing, for a matador mu.t go over the right norn to Kkill.

But Manolete wag determined tc glve the be-~t performance of hi. life.

. T m

"Toro, hah, tcrcoo'™ He called in hl: deep volce, holding,ch@pe cut in
front ¢f him and .naking 1it. The animal wheeled at the velce, itgi tall

ghot up, and 1t charged acrcss the ring. a4s it reached tne cloth, the nan
awirl

did not .pin or xﬁyrk the cape arcund him, or dance apout,K the way that

4

Dominguin had done. He merely planted his feet and swungz the cape $lowly

[{}]

in front of the bull's noge, guldlnz the great head with the tantallzing xk

clocth <0 that the left horn went by his leg inche, avway...flve more per-
fect classle veronlcas, each closer than the other, fini.hing with 2

half vercnica gu close that the oull'e neck hit him and aluogt knocked hiam

off balance. He turned hi. back on the oewildsered animal and lcooked up

at the crowd that wag ch%f?ing deliricusly.

Later, with the muleta, he worked in closer than ever. Re dld the Pass of
Death,and 15 culcidal natural pa.ses, where the sword iz taken out cf the
cape and only the 1liap bit ¢f rag is used 1o dlvert the oull's charge
away frocm the body. Then he 4id hls famous trade-mark---the fanta-tiz pass

where he looked di.dalnfully away from the osull up into the gtandg as the
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aninal thundered oy. It seemsd as though the bull couldn't miss, obut it

|

e
did. By now tans crowd was hoarse frou cheering tne domlnation thaT—the
over 2
BT aaeTed iﬁf&& the peaszt.

It was time fur tne kill. His cwn msn were yelllng for him to gtay

&z fap away 2z PU=z.lble and get 1t over qulckly.
But Manclste had tou finigh this one right. He stood in frunt of the

&l - ,
gnted d%ﬁﬁf%he blzde, roge un tne toes of one foot, and as the
pull lunged forward, hurled himeelf stralght over the lowered right horn.

o d ) asdru ) " i _
ine sword was ~lnking in, the norn.g&%ﬁt&gﬁéafely by. But cuddenly the oull
v

virenched 1t. head to the right and drove the horn desp into Manclete's

groin. He was flung high into the alr, trying to fight the horn ocut of

y

11§ body, and then wa- slammed to the gand. The bull epiked him twice on

the ground and then _taggered, choked and f" dead, the sword 1

t¢ ths hilt bstween 1t. gshoulder blades.
7 , .
Camara and the banderillercog plcxsd up the unconsciouz foerm and rucshed

nin down the passageway tu the ring infirmary. He rf%ﬁined consclousness
n "
on tane operating taole and asked weakly, Did it dle¥

W w d . e .
Si, chicu, sl, said Camara, tears raining down his cheeks.

7
WIt died and they didn't give me anything’ Manolete gaid, trying to

W
ralse nianself from the table. They gave you everyihling, matador, every-
thing, both earg and tail.
L
sanclete gmilede;Ciay vack. At five in the morning he moansd, Doctor,

"
I can't feel anything in my right leg. A little later he gave a cry and X

sald, "I can't see''™ and he was dead.
”
An cld zﬁEEZEEQEix bandzrillerc, staring at the corpse, sald dully,
"They kept desanding more and more of him, and more was hij life, sO

he gave it to them."
——

Such was the wmouaent of truth for Manclete.




