
The man stands erect,
\ (!~ ,,1A'.~-

with~p~ grace. The sunlight sparkles
1\

of his tight fitting silken suit. In his leftfrom the gold embroidery

hand is a piece of cloth of br;illantred. In his right he holds a long,

t~n sword, sl ight ly curve d at the end.

His eyes are fixed on the bull, standing a few feet away. The bull's~e points 0.1',. /
head is lowerr§a'AhiS swe epd ng horns i:.

u:v
sides are heaving with eavy breathing. Blood seeps down his shou Lde r-s

aimed at the man. The bull's

where several small darts, gayly decorated, dangle from the wounds where

they are" caught in his ~peAt.. ,
The man moves his red cloth, inviting the bull. The sword points

forward, waist high andhorizontalo The bull charges. The man, his feet

together and standing still, awaits the charge and it seems the great

horns mUst certainly pierce the frail defense of the silRen suit.
I

But the red cloth move s a lit t lelto t he' ~igh t , now almos t before the eye s

of the bull. In a flash of graceru1 movement, the hand with the sword
-iLa--d.v

crosses over the hand with the cloth and the ~~~~~ is buried

deep in the bul10

If the man has done his work well, the bull p au se a , his front legs
\..f2.~

wobble, he sinks to the ground---dead. A team ofAgaylJ caparisoned mules

is swiftl~ hitched to the horns of the bull and he is dragged from the

--
climax of a dr-ama of courage and

has been enacted according to a rigid ritual dear to the hearts
spectacle

of Spanish af'f'L cionados of the corrida, or themx~x of' the bulls.

The character and the motives of the chief actors-~-the buli and the man-

go back into dim history. The bull 1'ight, as it is known today, has been

eloquently praised and roundly criticized by generatiol1s of writers and

specta tors.
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Is the bull fight simply a cruel sport that has been allowed to survive

in some Spanish countries from medieval tim~s? Or is it, as its defenders
-~. ,...:-~

claim, ~ eX6mplification of man's dominance over savage forces?
~ ,

Tauromaquia, as Spaniards

condoned

call the art _of fighting bulls, has been
Queen eM/

and condemned by popes and rul:ing monarchs •..•Isabel·the Catholic
-6-?=~N tI' . A

abolish;..bathing and bull fighti~~- ;:re; .. " But the Spaniards of
~hi-~

willing perhaps to forego~~s, stood s t oub Ly by their. rJ
the queen was bc~~t:l.--~?£r

tried to

her day,

bulls and

Pope Pius V suppressed bull fighting on penalty of ex-cornmunication.

Pope Gregory lifted the ban. Pope Sixtus V, in 1586, prohibited the clergy

from at tending ft;-o;;ra;:s.? tt:.-e e. ?-~v- ~~eu--,
- , /

The famous Fray Luis de Leon of Salamanca University i~j protested.

(' King Ph I Ll.Lp II supported him and e:xplaire·d to the Pope: IlThe fiesta is in

the Spanish blood, and we cannot take it away without ;erious r-e pe r-cu j sl ons s "

The Pope relented and repealed the prohibition.

The fighting tull of Spain is a far different animal ~the pasture••
bulls of our country. He has be em bred for his fighting quality through

many_generations •.
<, which /

He is a descendant of'the aurochs, or wild o}~~~oamed Europe in

Neolithic times. The bull has been a symbol of procreation and power since

the be ginning of recorded history. In ii ancient Sumer; of 3000 BC, the bull

was a god symbol, passed on by them to the Babylonians. Human-headed winged
,~~ In-mythology,

bulls car-ved in stone adorned the entrances V Assyrian palaces .LZeus
• abduction and

the ~guise of a white bull in the.rape of Europa.
,.. almost as great

has ~~ antiquity
too

aN asThe role of man in the modern bull fight\..~C-S~V
the bull. The bull cult moved fro.m~re-rlgious sacrifice, through the chase

~ in the fields ,to public spectacle in the arena.

Spaniards were pitting their bravery against wild bulls before the

Punic wars. HamLLc ar Barca, r at he rof Hannibal, founded Barc elonain 228 BC.



Thro~gh all these centuries the bull was a part of Spanish life.
~

Spanish bulls were taken to R9me for ~ spectacles. The Moo~s learned

to fight bulls and took them to Africa. ~~EX
of the 11th century

El Cid Campeador, the legendary Spanish heroA , ~b is said to have

lanced bulls in Madrid and Valencia. This was probably when bulls were

killed in the hunt. It- is significant that the Spanish term for bullfight-

ing, La C~rrida de toros, means literally the running of the bulls.
,~ ~ ,

The first recorded bull fights were in the 12th century. The ann-als of--'

3

Hamilcar be sieged I~ici soon s rt.er , The desperate defenders rounded
- ~'~~) .7

up wild bulls with the aid of tame oxen, managed to fix rosin torches to
\ .

their horns. Then they drove the bulls, lighting the torches as they ran,

into the war chariots of the enemy. Hamilcar was killed and his army

destroyed.
B

IJ
S -The Romans ruled Apain for 600 years, 200Ato 400 AD. Then came the Go'ths

an Arian people, and after another 300 years the Moors. Theyst ayea from

700 unti 1 1492.

the' Catholic kings record a corrida held in 1133 in Logrorlo, at the time
e.-

of the coronation of Alfonso VII. Another recorded in Leon in 1140 clebrated
".

the marriage Alfonso's daughter.

In the '~eign of Phillip III, the canonizationfof three saints,

St. Igna tius, st. Francis Xavier and Santa.1'eresa, were celebrated by

corri da s ,

Cervantes, the father of the novel, had his inimitable hero, Don

Qui j ote, say: (Quote ),
•It A gal ly caparisoned knight giving a fortunate l,ance thrust to a

fierce bull in M the middle of a great square makes a pleasing appearance

joyous tournament. It is true

clad in
.~

the la'li es
1\

in the eyes of the king. The same is true of a knight

mining armor as he paces the in some



"A ',JILD GU:=SS" -7-

Their bitter history has stimulated their ~usical and
artistic expression. They have been sustainect by' a
pr orourd religious f'lith. Their minority status has
made~ them sensitive to proh,ilens of governnsnt.

The ;.rearinr.;of the green-apr-ear.lng "black tie" by
your spem(er this evenine cannot repIBsent his intellectual
assent to any of the Hild guesses of naive :Sible readers
of past eenerations. It ~oes represent his respectful
rncognftion of the spiritual kinship of all ~'Tho 10'v'8 li-
berty and the sanctity of the individual.
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mili tary exercise or what appear to be such, divert and entertain and, if

one may s'ay so, honor the~courts of the princes. II (End quote). . J
; ~•••...lj-.

The knight with his Lance remains in the cor-r-Lda of today in the
.,f •

picadors, mounted on sorry horses, who use their blunt lances to wo urn the
.with

shoulders of t hetuLl, But the knight himself vanished from tre ring m
1\

the advent of Phillip V md the Bourbon ktngs , Philip was concerned by the
. )

number of nobles and knightly warriers killed or disabled in the bull

~ fights. He objected to the- "bo Ld vand bloodthirsty ceremony." This

was the time of ruffle-wristed French influence in Spain, and Voltaire

lamented that Madr-Ldwas taking on the appearance ;r.~:rsailles imitation.
( ~~~

_ ""The nobles retired'to the' stands, but the ~lived on. For some
--- ,"" .s~~ ~
time the knights had been assisted by footmen armed Hith capes , d .

a3~~kX swords. These mBn~fellows, countryrr.en familiar with the ways of
bulls~ .

bulls, maneuvered the - - for the horsemen , goading t hemwith da- t s

to greater

Te-xf'f

helping fini-sh off the wounded animals.

These footmen were the antecedents of the toreros of modern bull fight-

ing. Torero is the general term for the men in any phase of the bull fight.
" " y-tie
Toreador is an ancient word no longer used except inl\C~

The E~0~da banderillero helps with the cape wor-kand places the
l££-panderill~§/

barbed dart~in the bu'LLt s shoulders. ~M:ilt Bend~·rilla means little flag.
/

The picador handles the pic, or blunt-tipped lance, from his horse.
,.

The matador---which nean s ki ller---is the torero who kills- the bull.

~fuich brings us to the' stylized ritual' which is the modern bull fight.

The plaza detoros, or#bull ring, is circular,with ~ rows of seats
rising steeply,_ A -~ ..~ SJc~!lA-~~'"
El!lti:k completel y around the arenaWri " means sand~-A stout wooden fence,

called the barrera, circles the arena. In it are openings, shielded by

planked shields, called burladeros, behind which men can dodge but bulls
cannot.
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The oUlls for the afternoon's corrida, usually six, are in a succession
[!{.:t.L&d ·-i:c.:·-vib,)

of pens oeneath the stand s , ~~~tlS'~J!lXZ-~\Zi1rre~tXt:~~1Xz'tn~1'[a ~btx
,.1

~'ihen the crowd na , assembled, x

L'irgt

b.La c k , ~

fL,
CO'fues the aLc.uac il-, CJ ceremonial ho r-sem: n , .dressed in elegant

'-'):,

ritu~listiC de?cendan~f, the courtier1'whO brought the knights

into the lists to 9alute the king.
~I ele~ant ceremonial capes.

nehlnd him,on foot,m~rch the matadors, usually three, 'k~xw~~k iach
"

will
/kill two bulls. They ~re fOllowed by their respective cuadrillas, the

"~~N toreros who work with each ma~ador. Then fOllow the mounted picadores
~ lances.

with their flat hate on their padded horses, car~in3 t-"1 . _ long .l!~~m;,;a~.....u f
1 11,'1.4-, illmu es ~ wLast in the procession is the gayly decorated team of

~a,.uL
the dead bull~ fro~ the ring.

-\ /

l'he ~~ procession stops. The

the official box, !i;f.too,ses down a

" ~~.
alguac,il "salutes the ~'. . ,intv 'tt.c y--~ , . .
keY;t This cere~ony comes down from

~he time when the noble patron of the Dull fight granted permi~eion
,Of\l 1...~ t,\v

and gave the key to the"bull p,enj.

'The group scatters and the brilliantly dressed torero~, discarding
(,LA 1>-'.tl.Q.....

" capes, take their working capes of heavy ~ilk lined

the arena.

their elegant

with red, and di",poee themselves about
t-M.,

The co c r- of t<6'" ~ toril L~opened
. ~o/te ~.~

the sudden ~etd:iof sun~e after the

J

and a buli rushes in. Excited by

di~ness of the pens, and by theto ,. .
shouts of the crowd, he look", about for gOJlethinc ~\ll vent his spleen

upon. ~&A waving cape attract~ him, and ~e charges. But the~~~Z*~~~
•

~B!i:~ext~~-;-:-'~'~cape ~
1\

as he passes and his horns encount-er

nothin~.

3ev~ral passes are ~ade, SO that the bull dashes back and forth across

the arena. l'TU,1l his fir~t "te;; into the arena, the .nat.adc r iq - t.udy ing

tae _~Ll 0102e1y., How doe~ he h~ndle his h0rns~ Does he favor une side
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c r t.hs other': Is he. brave and fisrGe, intent on rea:!hing and l<::illing a

roe , or 15 he ~xci ted, .eccentric and unpredictable r These qualities w iLl,
. I

man and bull i- ~ _ .
be important when. "~face the mo.nen t of truthl J,tJ r' fA.VY,

Now, with bull and man intrjlduced, ~~s the first act of the

ritual of death/ kJ!vrA..-,'
After several futile rushes at wavin~ capes which seem to protect

the men f r-o.n hie! horn~', the bull dis~over8 a more solid adver",ary---a

horse with a man on his back. He charges, .'ond hie! horn", mee t ."olid,
,

'sati."fying resi",tance. The horse is padded---a fairly recent concessiun

to the. sen",ibi'lities of ~ tourists---and the man ls f is~~~ti&
,

prote0t~ in an iron stirrup and· metal leggings. The horse is blindfolded,
on the side frvlll wru ch the bull) approaches.

Ti~hile the bull i sworrying the padded hc r s e 'v~ith his ho r-n e the

picador sets the pOint of his lance again~t the heavy, straining shoulder

muscles of .t.ne Dull. The po Lrrt enters about one inch. Usually the lance

is set once on each side of the ehoulder.

I'

Sumetimes the ru~h of the bull upseto the horse and picador. We have
::;a...

see AbUll rfise the front quarter", of the ho r-s e on his horns' In former

times, the unprotected ho r-ees suffered cruel punishcnent rro.n the hurne; I

which ripped upon their bellies. It was not unco.nmon for a bull to K2!

kill three or four horses before the picador could accoJlpliqh his rule.

The purpose of this mo t unpleasant phase of the bull fiEht is to
'"

~~
weaken the bull' s .neck~ so that he vJi 11 hold hi" head Lo we r . Without

the piC it might take all afternoon to kill one bull, whereas t.went y

iliinutes is aouut, all that can be alloted for each of six bulls·

Now the p i.caoc r retires, and again the bull f ln~~~)[7.]!l.~xrz.a¥liEZx

,x:Zat:tmi.]!l.~x'rdk~x:a.tteBt.tC'IBXZ~12lkZk1Zlx-zmsXllX]!l.~r; man on foot oLaLn i ng hi s

attention. 2hez~~Nz~tatBj~x~t~k~~tx~R~x~Mi.~tx

This is the se~ond act. The man is the banderille~o. It illay be
the illatador himself, or it may be one of hia cuadrilla who will place
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tht three pairs of darts.

T"cl", .nan holds up hi 3 arms, a bande r-Ll.La in eac h hand. He ?Uill.tTIons the

bull,
r

ttHi, to;fo ~'4 The man has no cape to --. I~ defle~t the bull s charge.

As the cu Ll, ,z: . - ....:-a.K rUshes at him, the man moves slightly, QO that

the on~o~in8 bull describes an arc as he approa::hes.

The Jlan mUst manage jUst to miss the passing horn, then reach over and

plant the barbed dar~s, one in either side of the Qhoulder ~x mass,

as the bull, rUshes oy.

This is :tfl'.az1i~g,~a~1c a survival of the past, when only

arouse the animalharpoonli~e dart wa<:; used by a illan on foot
roY'

for the fighters on ho r-s aba c k . ~ the it 1s one of the illost

graceful and skillful maneuverg Qf the fight.

NOW,with his ~houlders wounded by the lance, and with at' least a

. f f t' '" !,';i/ d' d ·11 d 1· ~ h· h Id h 11 1ew 0 ne caroe can crl as ang ing rrOJl l~ s ou er, t e ou s
#

ready for the third and final act of the ritual·

There is the bull, with hig wounds, his rage and his passion to ki~l

his tvrment,er. And there is the man, the matador, in his brilliant t~

de luces, Or suit of lights. knd there is the muleta, a pieoe of red

wOvlen serge, in the man's hand. And there is the espada, the sword,
, ~~ t)'l.e mata~()F

ready to be handed by the sword i;),~tx when the moment has come.

This is the time \...•hen 'the man"dominatel'the bull, preparing him
~;'al~~\-dfor the ~ thrust. The movements of this ~hase, called passes,

1\ '

are a~ ctylized as the illoveillent~ of a ballet. With the·muleta, the man

leads the bull through the intricate . ~ figures
. . ~

of their dance. ·rhe man establishes hi", authori ty ~the bull to

follow the enticement of the muleta, rushing, turning, ru~hing again,'

a in a brlght swirl of color and ~:gj;;.:;;:xmuti'on.

The .aan does hiS part with ::.;tudied nonchalance ....~ His every move

should be eleE-ant, with an attitude of au st er-e tranqUiWty. ~:=~~aftX

fhe ~roh6 feels and re",punde to Lhi~ illCillent of drama. The cheers



whe~ t~Q o'ull ~gu~e-: in frustration,_ J.~ .~~ ~~ ~ •.,

finding nc <:!olid flesh 0~~ii~~

~~~=-=~~.S~~ meeting hi? horns, the illatador will ~~

his knees and cite the bull from t.hiJ: pO,sition. ) ..r whe n the bull hes-

itates
wond~~, the matador may .turn hi~ ba~k en him,

only a few feet away, and bow gracefully to the crowd. This gesture, xk

which mUCltDeLf:: t--'vl ~f ) ..
• A. YaKing the

I d e ,. 2I!V~'well con",1 ere , orings ~~- ~_X: great applause.

sword in his right hand, the matador rU.mnon""the bull.

If the moment ha s truly arrived---if the buLL i"" r-eady .9nd the, .nan is--,-Y~..d::J,', . ~
,ready in courage and ",klll, the awo r-d sink::: deep and t.hs bull -- . dead-:-''''

~~~~'~.t:..he applause and acclaim depend upon the courage, the grace and

the skill of the performance. The matador may be award2d one ear, two

ears, or---the final accolade---both ears and the tail. These are cut

off and given hi~. Then he and the membera of hie quadrilla circle the

arena to receive the plauditq of the. afficlonadoR: Hats sail into the

ring, aLorig with bOuquets of flowers· In Bar-o eLcna men to",3 dcwn their

leather brandy flasks. The T!iiL triumphant mata\50r/ _Juts t.he fla,$k to-
his lips for a polite Clip and to",ses it ba ck . The flowerJ are gathe;red-
in the arm", ef the matador' s ass~sta,nms. The hats are t.o s s ad back '

,tu: d..i«4 t-~ ~ ~/~~r:d!t/~1,7t...z.., :7d&,,~ tAJ~u4,
to their owners /LAnd then 1(, is t.Lm e for the next bull.

1rfene ~oS't Aniericans would vigorously reject any sugg.e2tion that we

~ allow bull fight~ here. AmErican~ and many other non-3panish people
.7Urz.eUul ~

have long beenAfaSC1nated by the Dull fiEht/~

James Russell Lowell, the American poet and fir",t'editor of the
our

Atlantic iVlonthly, wa}'irninister to Spain in 1878 when the young king

1
~ d . . 0 U l' P' ,1',' 'd A - 11f . htA ronso XII marrie nls c s n, , r~nce~rl~rce es. eu 15 waa a part

of the celeerat~on and Lowell was an official Euest. In his report to the,

5tat& DepartmEnt he wrote:
, I'

"I a.ttenaed n liffieiall¥, as a matter of duty, and esca)ed es.rly.

It was :ny fir? t bull £,iEht ana 1,r,' ill be Illy La s t . Tv ;ne 1t wa.s a shock.ing



and brutali~lnE s96ctaole in which all my sy~pathies were on the side of

t.n s aull. i' o r the mo~ent I almoct wiqhed myself the, - r ep r-esent.a ti v e

Twc other A":;lerican diplomats had easier views. Washington Irving, whose
" . !!) .

'tlri tinZs en 3pain are f ano us , a d.n l tted quote) I did not kno w what a

olccdthirsty·man I was till I saw them (bullfights) at Madrid on my

first visit. The first was very spirited, the second dull, and the third

spirited again, and afterward I hardly ever missed."&nd quote')

Claude G. Bowers, another Jrofessional writer, was Franklin D.

Roosevelt's ambassador to Bpa i.n v i Ln his boc k , "My ]Ylission to Spain," he

wrote:

"I had seen my first fi8ht under a burning Madrid sky one day in June.

f~s scene ltself was thrillinE---the bluest of skies, the s~or~hing eun

rays ac~entuatinE the green, blue, red ane yellow dresses and parasols

o f the W0JlSI: in the stands. Twenty t.ho us and people, tense and expectant.

~'rum the .no.i.ent. the two horsemen 1n the garb of the time of

Philip II rode, to the sound of bugles, into the arena for the key to the

bull ring, my emotion~ were acutely aroused, but confUsed. The color, gusto
- ,tt"- bravado of the procession led by the ",truttins .nat.a do r-es in gorgeouq

uniforms, the fir~t breath-taking charge of the bull, the grace and daring

of. the cape work, the ~kill and valor of the matador"" the brillian8e and

audacity of the banderilleros, the knowledge that death hovered in the air

close to the blood-stained sand, would quickeh the pulse of a gtatue. And

out of it all,~~~ in the end, emerged one dominant feeling---a profound

adilliratlon and pity for the cvurageous, magnificent fighting bull."

lot in h~s book, but to a newspaperman, Bowers said: "It is uniquely

Spanish and a mOrt thrilling.epectacle .. It is the only ~ ceremony left

fram the 00lor and display of ancient times. The corrida is a spectacular

cvntrioutiun vf 3paln to living hlstory."

This stata~~nt had consequences. The 3~anlards hailed him as a mo",t



IIAt v ar-Lo us time"" 11 he wrote, "they haveJiiiiiii;g bullfights with lions

understanding historian and he enjoyed great popularity. And Presi~9nt
~tu·v~

n.oosevelt ~ him on the transAtlantic phone, from behind a pile of
/\

indignant telegram-:- cn the White House desk, sent in by members of the

Society for Prevention of
I

Cruelty to Animals.

Richard Ford, an English_nan who lived in Spain for several years

early in the 19th century, wr-o t e authoritatively on bull fights of that
~

day; H-t Tudela, a bull having killed 17 horses, a picador n&TIed Blanco,

and a banderillero, then leapt over the barriers, where he gored to ~~
VJ,

death a peasant and wounded many others. '~he ne\~2paperS, For-d wr-o t s ,
M-,p~-t ~ 7-t~ - ,

sL.nP~ headed the ~,"Accidents ; have happ en sd ,"

~&nundo de Aillicis, an Italian novelist and ecsayists, wrote a travel
Spain H~

book cn ~M late in the 1800s. ~~ sketched the history of bull fighting

and, without admitted he liked them, confessed that he went every 5unday.

and 'with tigers. It is only a. few year~ ",sinee one of the se co.nba t~ was he Lc
of

in the circu~ . Madrld •••The bull fought with a lion',a tiger and a

leopard, and succeeded in conquering them all. Also in a co~bat a few

years ago, t.h e tige[' ana the lion got the worg t of it ...• Only the elephant,

a huge elephant which still lives in the garde'ns of Bueri Retiro, carried

the day. The bull attacked him, and he ~mply placed his head on the

bUll's back and pressed, and the pressure wae. gO ~ delicate that his

reckless assailant was crushed as flat as a pancake.1I

L4 ~, -~ mOdern~fiehter who captivated bull fight fan~ was Manolet e.

&vvr;k H0n August 28, -1947, a muL timi Ll Lo.na i.r-e and a bull killed each other

in Linares, Spain, and plunged an entire nation into deep mourning. The
,.

Dull's name was Islero, and he was of the Miura strain. The man's name

waS ivianolete, and he was the es sence of everythingSpanis h. Hi s story :3;!r

is the embodiment of la fiesta brava."

This was wri~ten by Barnaby Conrad, once a secre~ary to ~lnclair Gewis,



themselves, murdered him •..• , .•

II

"

who went t~ i~ain, learned to flght bulls, became a man of the world
Ld,-"10 ..etL

He .~ own~ a restaurant in San Ft'anci~co,
It

and wr~te aoout bull fi~hting.

light on

Manolete turns a certaincalled .iil 'da t.a do r .

will read come excerpts from

Conrad' '" story:

II It's hard for Ane r-Lc an s to underC!tand why all thi,= fuss about one

bullfighter. But }lanolete warn't jUst a bullfighter to the Spanis.rds· He

was their only' national and international hero. Yet when he was killed,

he died such a beautiful death that I swear, in spite of the great

funeral, the week of national mourning, the des, the dirges, the post-

humous decorations by the gover~~ent, that in his heart of he~rts every

SpanIard was glad that Manolete~~~~0 had died. They, the Spaniards

"Ugly in photos, cold and hard in the bull ring, he had trem~ndous

magnetisill, warmth and gentle humor among hie: friends. vnca, in Peru",
I took a blase American cullege girl to watch Manolete in the ceremony

of preparing for a fight, though she proteo.tedshe had no interest in

'A joker who hurts little bulls."

"~xcuse'me, senorita, if I don't talk mUQh," &e sald with his shy

smile, as they worried hi", thin frame into the Skin tight

uniform, "but I am very scared. Ii

After that he didn't say more than 10 .word~ to her. But she, walked

out of the room dazed. 'That,' she ann~unced, 'is the,mo§t attractive

man in the world.'

An hour later he had her weeping with einotion as he calmly' let

the horns of a giant Fe r-na'nd Ln.l. bull graze the gold braid on his costume

time after time. The fear he ~poke of 'waR nowhere in evidence~

liTo fignt a bull when you are not scared is nothing, "another bull-
NoT

fighter once said, "and to ~ fight a bull when y ou are scared. i~
nothln~. Bu~ to fi~ht a 'bull wh .c ~ en yuu are scared---that is something."



Yet it wasn't the ~oney; people neldoill risk their necks jU",t for

12

~vlanolete told .ae , "my knees start to qua s.e when I first see illy name on

. -, t •..1 t' ~ - -"t' a c ,.the po~ters and they don t s op unvl ne cno o~ ne 2e s n.

But there was never any real end of the season for him. In 1945,
,... .. '. ~---.for example, he fought. 93 fights in t>paln In Sl x months, ~i?l~~

at' ..• Then followed~exico's s~a§on, and Peru's season, and when he got

through with~those it was March again and time fer the first fights in

Valencia. It would be gruelling fora strong man, and Manolette was frail
I

to the pOint of appearing tubercular. Yet he kept driving, driving.

What, then, made him runi What made him ihe best?

"Money was the ocvious thing. In his eight year2 as a senior matadon .--he made a~proximately $4 million in American dollars· In his la",t years

he wa~ getting a~ high as 125,000 per fight, about $4JO for every minute

he performed ..••

I

money . It was that he ne.eded desperately to be ",o.neone---",o,Ilething great.
/ / /

He was born iVlanUE(,l Rodriguez in Cordoba, Spain, in 1917, in the

hear~ of the bullfighting ~cuntry ...• The family was always hungry-poor .

..• His two §i...,ter~ §tood the hunger as long a"" po~sible, and then they

statted making'money in a profession even older than bullfighting. This

was the secret of the driving force behind Manuel. He never -ot over'it.
make

He resolved to enoush money somehow sO that his family would never

have to worry again, and to become an important enough person 0 that

hi", 8i~ter",' shame would be blurred. Bullfighting is the only waJr in

S ain for ~ poor boy to become great."Matadors and royalty are the only

ones who live well," they say. Manuel decided to become the greatest

bullfighter who ever lived.
/

He was 12 and working as a plasterer's assistant on the Sotomayor
,

ranch ... Little Manuel begged 00 per~ijteritly to be allowed to fight that

finally the Ci0tolnay6rS put hLn in a corral with a cape and a calf ..• He



.,
Camera remade Manolete. He made him concentrate on the aUstere

1 --:J

1/'1ac; knocked down evecy time he went near the little amna.l . If the calf

had had shariJ horns instead of §tub§, he wouLd have been killed 20 tiDies.

In the next few years the bullfighters around the ranch told him ~oille of

the illi~takes he wag making. He finally persuaded them to give him a fight
., -

wi th small bulls in Cordoba's p Laz'a , under the name of ivJ.anolete, a

diminutive of Manuel. He a~d two other boy~ set out to ma~e their fortune.

~anolete was almo~t the comic r~lief •.• The crowda would laugh at hia

skinny frame, made mare awkward by the fan3Y pass8she was trying. But

they cou.Ldn ' t laugh at the vvay he killed .• vhen it caUle tLue to dispatch

hi~ enemy, he would hurl himself ",traight over the ~ lowered head,
&'£.. -If. ~ .J' .

bo dy by ~.-( to ",ink the sword up to the hiltthe .horn missing hi",

bet~~en the ~hould~r~. "He's going to get killed that way ~ome day,"the

nut then he was spotted by
, ,

Jose Flores Gaillera, a illaD who might have

been the greatest bullfighter of all time except for one thing---he was a

• coward.

classic passes ..• He ",hawed him how to dO beautiful~slow veronicas. It was

the only of the dozens that exist, that ~anolete would ever do,
wi th the cape. Wi th the' small mUlet~~sed with the sword, Ca.lJera let him

do only four passes. He ",howed him how to hold himeelf regally, how to giVE

the claasic passes with a dignity never before seen in the ri.ng •..•
/

"~o one laughed at him now. Cailler~ had made a tragic geniUS out of a
oS 12.l1 S 4- 1::•.· 1At:4-I, - _

c Lo wn ... His first year was successful, his second A l:ipa.lD ha d

been \'v~>~ for this kind o,f f~8hting ...• By 1946 he was the kine of the

matadors and Mexicu beckoned with astronomical ~ontracts. Spectatars

thought they ware lucky to get a seat for $100 for his first fight in

~e~ico City .•. He gave them their money's worth, although he was carried

out badly wounde d before the fight wa, over. He came to as they were ~l



witn a bottle and trying to fight the next afternoon. They sa~ he drank
;',.i-~~ .

because of Antonia, bac'aus e he knew she vias a gl!'l' and a

"-gold digger, b~t he loved her and couldn't break off with her and hated

himself for loving her.

Then cams ~ AugUst 28 and the fight in Linfres. It wa" important,
",

because it vias near his home town and hiE' rival, Dominguin, wa" on the same
y

program. And the bulls were Miuras, the famous bulls of death that have

car-r-y i ng hi.rn to the ring inf ir:nary, shook vff those who tried to stop

hi~, and lurched back into the ring to fini~h the bull, before collap§ing.

he re.::;overed and went on to fight allover i\iievico and 30uth America.

M~ To preserve his fabulou? re;:uta t.Lcri he had to fight eVE;ry fight as

t~~ugh it were hi~ firot tims in the Madrid plaza.

Eut the machine was wearing down. Though he wa~ only 29, he looked 40.

ne was drinking a lot. His timing was beginning to go off. 0nce,1n Per~

he took nine gword thrUst" to kill a bull. He left the ringwlth tear"

running down hie cheeks'
/

Quit, said Camara. Quit said his friends. The people wSre saying he- .- ,
dared f 19ht only "maIler bulls ,and that a new bu Ll.I'Lght.er-, Dorm.ngu Ln ,

was better and braver.

ilanolete had t00~much pride to quit under fire. He would have one last
•

season, with the largest bull§ in Spain. He wanted to retire untied and

undefeated. ,
In Barcelona the critics said he never had been greater. In Famplona he

even better. Then, on July 16, h~ was wounded in Madrid, and he left,
the he.sPi tal too soon•.•to go on a vacation in the mount.a l n-, with Antonia,

hL'j illi" tress.

The next fight" were not good~ He was drinking, staying up all night

killed more wen than any other breed in existence.

l'he secorid Dull wa," J.-ilan01ete' s . It was dange ro u., and unp r edLc t.ab Le , but. .-C4. J ~;, .•...I .
~anolste W~~ 0ut tv cut an ear. He made the . al charge back and forth, .



in front of hi~ SO ~losely and gracefully that even hi", detractors were

up out of their seats, v e.i Li.nc , But when it ca.ns tilDe to klll, he .nissed
~ ---0~~~,
The seccn~Grop~ed the bJll 31eanly and the ~rowd

-
with the fir",t thrust.-
ap."lauded. But he'had lost the ear. They were demanding perfeJtion tOday.

,;
it The next bull was Domi.ngu Ln ' s and he played it ha nd co.ae Ly , He-

put in h l , own bancer-tl La-, , unfurled all hi s c r-owd••.pleasine;: trick"" 5[;r~
dropping to hi~ knees for two passes and even kiss~the bUll's fore-

'\
head at vne ~Oillent. he killed it ~leanly and was presented an ear.

another bull,and a mediocre perfor~ance by the third oullfiEhter, and

it was Manolete's tUrn agaln. The last Qull came skidding out into the.,
ring. It was nallied Islero. The ~O~ent Ja~ara saw it hooking around the

rinE, he told iJianolete: \llvi~O --bad, bad. It hooks terribly to the right. II

That i~ a dread thing, for a matador mU,t EO over the right hOrn to kill.

But Manolete was determined to give the beat performanc~ of hi~ life.
~

"Toro, hah , t.c r-cc o ~II He called in hi", deep VOice, holdinEAcape out in

front of him and ahaking it. The animal wheeled at the voice, itsi tail

shot up, and it charged acrG~S the ring. AS it rea~hed the cloth, ths'nan
swirl

did not "pin or ~ the cape ar-ound h.i:n , or dance about) the way that,
Dominguin had done. He merely planted his feet and swung the cape ~lowly

in front wf the DUll's nose, guiding the great head with the tantalizin2 oc±

",0 that the left horn went by hi~ le~ Lnc he , away ... J:"ive more per-

fect classic veronicas, ea~h closer than the other, fini_hing with a

cloth

half veronica su close that the oull's neck hit hiill and alillo§t knocked him

uff balance. He turned hi", back on the bewildered ani~a1 and looked up

at the crowd that \.,;a8 che~rin8 deliriously.

Later, with the wuleta, he worked in closer than ever. ne did the Pass of

Death)and 15 suicidal natural pacses, where the sword i3 taken out of the

cape and only the lLllP bit of' ra[ is used todlvert the bull';;, c nar-g e

away from the body. Then he did h l s famou§ trade-.nark---the rant.a s t.i c pass

where hE looked dlndalnfully away from the ~u11 up into the stands as the



deep into Manolete's

16

ani~al thundered by. I~ seemed as though the bull couldn't ~iss, but it
~ --,·v~'7.C'vV1 J .5

did. DY no w the c r-cwd was hoarse f'r-o.n ~heering the/( do.nina t ion t:t-;a;1?thc
over

.~h-¥#.=a;:,c~ the beast.

It was time for thE kill. His own men were yelling for him to stay

as tar away as pOscible and get it over quickly.

n\.lt fiano12te had to
~1..~J:

Dull, . sighted ~ the

r i ru ah thi§ one right. He stood in I'r-crrt of the

blade, rose un the toes of one foot, and as the

bull lunged forward, hurled himself straight over the lowered right horn ..
~i.J.:he sword was ",inking' in, the hornf~-V safely

wrenched it", head to the right and drove the horn

by. But suddenly the bull

groin. He was flung high into the air, trylng to fight the horn out of

hi body, and then wa", slammed to the sand. The bull spiked him twice on
~~( ~k

the ground and then ",taggered, choked and ~ dead, the sword~t

to the hilt between ite §houlder blades.

'"Ca~ara and the banderilleros picked up the unconscious form and rUshed

him down t.he passageway to the ring infd.rlIlary. He r~ained consciousness
" .,

on the operating taole and asked weakly, Did it die?

'5i, h' ""d "( ; t ., d h' h kc a co , s i , sal oa.nar-a , ears r-a i m ng own lS c ee s -, ~
\ It died and they didn't give me anything~ Manolete said, trying to

\\
raise hi~self from the table. They gave you everything, matador, every-

i,\lianolete

~I
ear~ and tail.

- ~~
smiled ~~ay back. At

.,
five in the morning he moaned, Doctor,

'Ileg. A little later he gave a cry and

thing, both

I can't feel anythin£ in my right

said, "I can't see~" and he was dead.
l'

An old ~~"~·-~·~-~~~x bandcrillero, ?taring at the corPse, said dully,

"They kept deJianding more and more of him, and more was hi,1 life, sO

he ~ave it to them."~.---
Such was the illUillent of truth for Manolete.


