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The Pomp of Powor

By Waldemer Doescher

The sage of Konigsberg, Immonuel Kont, once said, "There are two things
thot £ill my mind, the oftener and longer I dwell upon thom, with ever-fresh
and ever=-growing admiration4und owe: the starry heavens.above me and the moral
low within me." This juxteposition of seemingly unrelated ideas, the sublime
spectacle of the stars, on the one hand, and the majesty of the moral law, on
the other, has acquired in our time a truly portentous significances

Nothing, indeed, known to man is botter calculated to evoke the sense of
wonder and awe than the stupendous spoetacle of the sidereal universe o8 now
revealed by modern scionces In its vestnoss, in its intricate order and orchi-
tecture, and in its energy--terrifying even when safely locked and chainod be=-

hind its prison bars, the atome-the universe truly objectifies the pomp and

sublimity of the primal Creative Powor,

Meny yeers ago, in a grade school reader, I read a pootic apostrophe ad-
dressed to the "great, wide, beautiful, wonderful worlde" I still think this
& true, not a naive, report cbout our earthly homee Yet you would have to com=
bine 333,000 earths to equal the mass of the sun, and you could stow awny
1,300,000 earths within the sun's interiore The sun, in turn, is a slightly
peripheral, inconspicuous, and post-middle-aged member of our Milky Way system
of stars, generally called the gelaxye. This galaxy, which constitutes our
local universe of stars, is & whirling, disc-shaped pin-wheel about 100,000
light years in diemeter and composed of an estimated 50 to 100 billion stars.

Beyond our gelaxy stretches the illimitable ocean of space into which the
astronomer peers with his giant telescopes on Mte Wilson end Palomare But the
ocean is not empty, It is dotted with isleand universes, the extra-galactic
spiral nebula, each of which is an immense whirling cluster of stars somewhat
smaller in size, but otherwise like our own galaxye Thesc nebulae ere dis-

tributed at distances from our gelaxy which vary from 600,000 to 100,000,000
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light years, How meny of these islend universes are there? Before the days
of telescopic photography there were no more than you could count on one hand
barely visible to the noked eyce Today, Herlow Shapley assures us, they run
into the uncounted millionse

But the wonders do not cease with these cnormous magnitudese The infi-
nitely small is no less ostounding than the infinitely grente. Eoch star in
onch gnloxy, togethor with its retinue of planectory sotellites, if ony, is o
moess of matbter composed of atoms. An atom is @s inconceivably small as o
geloxy is vaste The largest atom found in noture is the uranium atome If you
could lay them end to end, it would toke 1,000 million uranium atoms to moke o
chein 1 foot longe The architecturc of these atoms is truly remnrkublé. To
quote Professor Rabi of Columbin, "If the uranium atom were enlarged 1,000 mil-
lion times, it would be about one foot in diometeore If its weight wero in-
croasod proportionately, the atom would weigh gbout & thousand pounds. In the
contor of this magnificd atom wo would find o kernel sbout the size of o minute
grain of sande This is the nuclouss The port of the atom outside the nuclous
consists only of electrons--ond in the casc of uranium there are 92 of theome
These eloctrons are very light particles and move around the nuclous in orbits
detormined by the clectricel forces that control them, On our scele of magni-
fication, the total weight of the 92 eloctrons would be o quarter of o pound,
and a2ll the rest of the thousand-pound mass wouid be in the tiny nucleuse In
other words, that magnified kernel, about the size of o smoll grain of sond,
would woigh 999 pounds ond 12 ouncese A thimbleful of wranium nuclei would
weigh thousands of tonse"

One of the fundomontal discoveries of modern physics is the equivalenco
of mottor and emorgy os ropresented by Einstein's cquation E = me?, This tolls
us that the amount of energy in ergs that would be produced by the dissolution

of o piecce of matter cquals its woight in grams multiplied by the square of
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the velocity of lighte Since the veloeity of light is about 3 x 1010 om, per
second, the square of this is the colossal figuro of 9 x 1020. Matter turns out
to be, as it were, highly concentrated "frozen energy," while energy is so much
melted and diffused matter, If one ounce of uranium, therofore, could be com=
pletely tronsmuted through nucleor disintegretion, it would release an amount
of enorgy equal to that delivered by the total combustion of 186,000 tons of
anl, or the exploding of 800 tons of TNTe This one ounce of matter locks up
energy cquivalent to the total kilowatt-hours of electric power gencroted by
the great power-plant at Boulder Dem operating day end night for o monthe
II

There is, howevor,.onother aspect of these facts that is, to my mind, no
loss remarknble ond humenly significont, The unveiling of this sublime spec-
tocle of cosmic power is due to a power of another dimension: <the power of
humon intelligences If therc is any fact about the naturc of the physical world
one would hove supposed safely end permencntly conceeled from the prying scru-
tiny of human reason, that fact is the existence oand internal structure of the
atom,

The basic doate of all scientific knowledge, which secure the latter's
enchorage to the bedrock of reality and prevent thinking from drifting off
into the uncharted sea of spcculation and imagination, arc the facts furnished
by the human sense orgonse. Thesc sense-organs are nmarvelously efficient as
practical devices for adapting the organism to the conditions of our terrcs-
trial onvironment, Their obvious first intontion is to serve our biological
necdse As scientific instruments, howover, they arc crude and inefficient,
Eoch sense-organ somples only a tiny fragment of that aspecet of the world to
which it is scensitives The eye responds visually to only & small octave in
the ontire scale of electro-mognetic radiationse Those run from the ran-mode

low-frequency rodio waves, up through visible light waves, ultro-violet light,
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soft oand hard X—rays; up to the ultra high frequency and highly penotrating
cosmic roys, now known to be by-products of nuclesr disintegrations All the
other sense-organs similarly sample the universe in insignificant fragmentss
Moreover, this sempling is wholesale, not reteil, Every sensation is a single
subjective transcription of billions of distinet ovents acting simultancously,
but which cannot be individually discriminateds This is highly useful for
practical purposes, but constitutes e formidable, woil-nigh insuperable, bar-
rier to exact scientific knowledge.

But curiosity as well as necossity is the mother of invention. The expedi-
ent thot compensated for the defects of the scnse=orgens for purposes of re=-
search was the invention of instruments of observation and mensurement. By
meens of telescopes, microscopes, procision balonces, vernier gouges, clectro-
scopes, galvanometers, X-roy mochines, geiger counters, photographic film, and
e. thousond other dovicos, the range ond discrimination of human perccption is
tromendously extended.

The other, and more fundomental, factor that complements the deficiency
of untided sensc-perception is the powor of conceptual rcasone This power
springs from throe intordependont captcitiess There is first the power of
abstraction, which cnables the human mind to apprchend the constants that orec
oxemplified in & rmultitude of variable and perticular factse This enables the
mind to grasp and monipulate universals when divorced from concrecte existences
Roason's power consists next in being able to grasp the formal logical ties
that hold these abstracted universecls togotheor into systoms of necessary rela-
tionse It is across these bridges of necessary relations that the mind moves
from fact to fact, from the explicit to the implicit, from the known to the
unknown, from the given to the implicatods Roason's power consists, thirdly,
in the ability to conjurc up through the creative and analogical imaginotion
new hypotheses that integrate observed phenomena into new, ond sometimes revo-

lutionary, systoms of relationse
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The conquost of knowledge thus proceceds first by establishing separate and
precarious beach-hends of scnse percopbtions From these beach=hends the concep=
tual reason then pushes its armored colurmns back into the hinterland of tho
unknovm ond unperceivables The architecturc of the atom has thus boen recon=
structed indirectly by inference based on onalogical imagination from observed
sense offcets to their unobserved causess Thot, dospite this indirection,
atomic physics is o close version of the truth, the success of the atom borb
secns to proves

Porhops the most impressive evidence of the penetrative power of human
reason is the discovery of the ncutron by Sir Jemes Chadwick in 1932, Of all
the atomic porticles the neutron was the most cunningly concealed from humon
obsorvetions The chance of its eventual discovery wos venishingly snall, for
it scomed made to order to escape detections Becouse it is electrically ncu-
tral, it is quickly captured by the nuclei of other otoms, thus producing
isctopese There ore, thercfore, under ordinery conditions, no freoc noutrons
in nature, The physicist, therefore, would rorely encounter one, cven indi-
rectlyes Moreover, its leck of charge preﬁonts the neutron from affecting
instruments like clectroscopes, voltmeters, Wilson cloud-chambers, geigor
counters, or other devicos that register the clectrical effcets of charged
particless TIts discovery was due to observing that when a nmetal like berylliun
was exposed to alpha-rdys and then brought close to o substance like paraffin
(which contains lorge nurbors of hydrogen stoms) the lattor emitted rays of
high=spoed protonse These protons, heving & positive charge, can be detected
by the Wilson cloud=-choambor ond identificds Something emitted from the
beryllium, then, was knocking high-speed protons out of the paraffine Calcu-
lotions showed that the kinctic onergy of the unknown reys must be due to
poarticles having o mass equel to & proton, but without charge, sincec the
unknown reys showed no tracks in a Wilson cloud-chombere Thus was deciphored
onc of nature's most closely guerded secrets, the neutron, which proved also to

be the detonmtor required to sot off o nuclear chein rceaction like tho' atomeboribe
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Whatever reservations one mekes concerning the deficiencies of the human
mind, its accomplishments in modern scientific knowledge deserve our genuine
respecte Men is physically insignificent in the vast universe, But the mental
processes mysteriously associated with the tiny speck of celluler protoplesm
which is his brain, nevertheless knows of its own existence and has succeeded
in charting the mep and mechanism of the universe within which it finds itself.
This knowledge hes finally put en elmost unlimited powor into the hands of mane.
For tho first time in his long history he has command of power capeble of
throatening the foundations of his existence, Thus Bacon's ephorism that
"knowledge is power" becomes, in our dey, en ominous truths Like Aladdin, the
scientist in our time, heas set free & Gonie from the megic lemp of knowledgoe
Cen Aladdin control him and meke of him an obedient servent?

This question brings us necesserily to the consideretion of a third dimon-
sion of power: the power of human purposce It is this kind of power with which
I am chicfly concorneds That collosal Genic called "onorgy" which tho powor of
roason has roleased from naturet's prison-house, the universe of atoms, has no
mind of its own. It is tho obedicnt servant of the human wille It stands roady

to obey the power of purposes What hoppens depends entirely on the quality of
thet will, "Behold, I have set bofore thee this day lifc and good; and death
and evilseethorefore choosc."
111

We have loarncd from Toynbec, Spengler, Marx, and Lewis Mumford that there
are meny factors which dotermine the developmont of civilizaotionse In my opinion,
the two most importent factors of social choange are (1) the accepted vealues which
dotermine socinl purposes, (2) the possession of means to realize such purposes,
ieCe powWers ‘

Iot us first consider this second factor of power, Power as & sociological

concept is defined by Bertrond Russcll (Power: A Now Socinl Analysis, ps 35) ©s

"oopocity to produce an intended offects" While Russell's study is concornod
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moeinly with the forms of powor over men, he fully recognizes that socicl power
is always intimately reclated to man's power over notter ond energy, which is
derived from science and technologye

Munford in his Technics and Civilization hes brilliently enolyzed the im-

pact of scientific technology on modern civilization, He adopts Patrick Goddos!
chronologicel division of modern history into what he designetos as the
Eotechnic, the Paleotechnic, and the Neotechnic periods of modern high=cnergy
civilizations Moro significant for my purpose would be & classification based
on succcssive inerements of energy available for implementing the sociol inter-
osts ond life-goals of differemt periodss. Let me suggest, therefore, calling
those succcssive periods the cellular age, the molar ege, the molocular age,
end the etomic ages The latter mny be subdivided into the clectronic age ond
the nucleor ogee

The cellular age based power over mon and nature chicfly on the cnergy
storod in the cells of human and onimal muscles Its work wos done chiofly by
humon slaves, or by domesticated animals like tho ox and the horsce Egyption
civilization was primarily of this kinde

The molar age supplemented humen ond animal muscle with more claborate
tools and instruments ond ocmployed on an extended scale the kinetic onergy of
molar mosses, such as running strcoms and winds, by moans of such devices as
the weter wheel and the wind-mill,

The moleculer age is so called because it achicved an immensely greotor
enorgy consumption by utilizing the kinetic energy of molocular motion, which,
in turn, it dorived from moleculer disintegretion or chemical changee All hoot
ongines orc applications of this principles The heat involved is derived from
the cormbustion of fuele In the steam engine the combustion of conl is oxternal
to the ongine proper, oand its heat is used to produce steam pressure os & source
of mochanical powere In the gas or internal-combustion engine, the combustion
is explosive and results in the production of high pressure goses in the eylindors,

which, in turn, is transformed into mcchanical powers.
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The atomic age is so called because it has learmed to utilize the electrical
forces resident in tho atome The earlior, or electronic period, harnessed the
clectricel forces exorted by the planctary electrons thet constitute the outer
shells of oll etomse These forces arc non-rmechanical because they result from
the known property of electric charges to move in strictly determined paths when
immersed in irmoterial electro-stotic fieldses So far as I know, scicnce docs
not undorstand how or why these field forces set up their propulsive cffectss It
does know, however, the rules sccording to vwhich these fiecld forcos operatce This
knowledge is sufficient for their practical application in the invention of clec=
tric generators and clectric motors. These devices have enormously increased tho
per copita energy rate of the countries where western technology prevailss

We hove but recently moved into the socond, or nuclear, phasc of the atomic
ogee So long as release of nuclear onergy is dependont on the use of U-235, it
may be some time before such energy will outstrip in importance the morec femiliar
energy sourcos such os conl and oil for use in normal, peace-time productions
The situution‘would, of course, be radically changed should obundant sources of
this rore isotope be discovered or should some of tho more sbundent atoms yield
isotopes thot could be made fissionable. The principle significance of nucleor
energy ot this moment, therefore, lies in its use as & weopon of war, the atonm
bombe This puts into the hands of a handful of political and military leaders
o. woopon of such stupendous destructive power that its unrcstrained use in o
ma jor war, once the potential belligerents have acquired & stock=-pile of bombs,
would quickly roduce the civilized world to shombles, and would demoralize the
mutilated survivors of the humon race to & condition of primitive berbarism, if
not extinction. Widespread atomic bombing could very well so contominate the
physical environment with lethal radiation as to seriously upset the balance of
noture, and so the viability of the recees It is of first importance, therefore,
+o roalize that in atomiec energy men is toying around with the thunderbolt of

Jovee One mistake and it will destroy hims




.

This fect has implicitly but radically revolutionized 2ll human relation-
ships, so that, as Normen Cousins has put it, "modern men is obsolete." Modern
men is, of course, just you and I, who take pride in our modernity because we
think electronically--in the nucleer age. That age suddenly errived August 6,
1945, end et once rendered obsolete the axioms which, since the dawn of history,
heve been held to govern the life of men on earthe Just es feudalism, with all
the pomp and glory of the armored knight on hérseback, collepsed before the com-
mon men with & gun in his hand, so today the whole treditional scheme of inter-
national life collepses in the presence of the lone aviator carrying an atom-bomb,

In the atom-bomb the traditional power-diplomecy, which was wont to bolster
up any feilure of morel persuasiveness by the threet of militery reprisal, has
ot length met its nemesis.

"The good old rulessesthe simple plen,

That he shall teke who has the power,

And he shall keep who can"
is about to be "hoisted on its own petard." The effectiveness of power-diplomocy
hitherto was based on the calculated ability of eny noture to shoulder the risk
of armed conflict and to emerge therefrom with & balance of edvantogee. The
calculation could be based on ascertainable and reasonably predictable factors,
such as relative men-power, relative economic resources, relative preparedﬁcss,
and the avallebility of defensive measures that could limit the cmount of do=-
struction of property end of human lifes All these factors are absent and ir-
relevant in o weapon os terrible as the atom bomb--that is, they will be as soon
e.s other nations have the bomb, which must inevitebly be the case within o fow
yoetrse For the atom-bomb is independent of national men-power. It is unhampered
by any mobilization time-factor or premature publicity. Imﬁonding atteck can be
dept eobsolutely secrete It con strike ot once a well-nigh paralyzing blows It
connot be contained by any adequate defenge. The significance of this situation

has boen foreibly pointed out by Mre Cousins:
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"Can it be that we do not realize that in an age of atomic
oncrgy end rockct planes the foundetions of the old sovereignties
have beon shattored? Thet no longer is security to be found in
ermios and navies, howover large ond mighty? That no longer is
there scourity bosed on size and size alone? Thet ony nation,
however smell, with atomic onergy, is potentially os powerful os
pny other notion, however large? That in an Atomic Age all no-
tions are now directly accessible to cach other--for better of
worse? Thot in the erasure of man-mnde barriers ond boundorics
all the peoples of the world stend virtually unermed in the
presence of one another? That they ere et the merey of one an-
other, and shall heve to dovise o common security or suffor o
common cetaclysm? That the only really effective influence be-
tween pooples is such influence s they erc ablo to exert morally,
politically, ideologically upon each other? Thet the use of dis=-
proportionate wealth and ebundence of resources by ony notien,
when epplied for bargeining purposes, do not constitute influ-

cnco but tho type of coercion agoinst which severe reaction is
inevitablo?"

One aspect of pre-atomic diplomacy survives, however, which might be urged
to justify o less possimistic view of the effectiveness of powor politios,
Netions with atomic weepons might expect by & wide disporsal of bombs, plenes,
and personnel to cscape the initial dostructiveness of an atomic attack suffi-
ciontly to infliet reprisal in kinde Hence, fear of reprisal is still a
powerful detorrent in the use of atomic woaponse

This moy be true so far as it goes, but feor, os a purcly negobive force*
remains but o slonder thread on which to hang the fote of civilizations It
only fens the omotions of distrust, resentment, hatred, and desperation which
gond & fanotical "fuchror" on o dictatorial domagogue into o roeckless face-
saving gamble. Sinco an atomic war, once started, would run its cataclysmic
coursc to final death and destruction, history cémos to dopend on the copricious
impulscs of parsnoincs and sadistic pérverts. No one would win such & wWore
This, howover, means nothing to international desporedoes, who would doubtless
prefor to assuage their ogo by grendiosely hurling themselves into the confla-
grotions

This, then, is the monacing domon which our sciontific Aladdins hove oxor-
cised from the magic lomp of knowledge?' Now cortainly their motives, thoir

integrity, and their skill in conducting this campaign for the conquest of -
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noture deserve our highest respect and our genuine gratitudes They arc but
fulfilling the Lord!s command to the children of Adam to acquire dominion over
the eerthe The loaw of life is crecotive work, In this task lies mants calling
and his happiness during his life on earthe The development of culture is o
noble and divinely given task, Its success rcquires the application of physicel
energy to the task of transforming matter into the things which meet human need
and into the instruments and symbols of spirituel culture., But to do this in
such a way oas to fulfill the legitimete aspiretion of all tho pcoples of the
carth for a life of dignity, of worthy echicvement, and of richness of oxperi-
ence requires a rate of energy expeonditure and a utilizetion of notural re-
sources which has hithorto surpassed the ability of all past ages of history,
until the coming of the nuclear oge. An economy, not only of physical abundance
but also of spiritual abundance, so fer as the lotter demands the creative use
of physical resources, is in our generation somothing morec thoan o Utopian dreams
Tt is o scientific possibility in so far as its realizetion depends on science
ond technology alone,
i g

The rub is, of course, that it does not depend on science and technology
alones It depends on the neture of our principles and on the strength of our
othical good-wille And this brings us back to the point we postponed when we
bogan to talk of powor, I suggested sbove that the progress of civilization
depends not only on the instruments, tools, end the mechanical sloves put at
our disposal by scientific knowledges It dopends evon more on the strength of
our moral purposese It is for this reason that I said at the beginning that
Kant's juxtoaposition of the pomp of power, &s ropresented by & universe of
atomic encrgy, and the mnjesty of the moral law assumes for us o portontous
significonce, Unless our aveilable resources of morel power ere sufficient to

divert the humon will from the ways of selfishness, greed, ond pride to the ways
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of Mposace on carth, good will towerd men," Thomas Groy's verdict must stends
"The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power,
And ell that beauty, all that wealth e'eor gave,
Aweit alike the inevitable hour:
The peths of glory leed but to the grave."

As we stond foce to face with the ineviteble hour, with time fost running
out, we nced to take stock of oursclves. Ono of the things we need to do, which
nles, is all too casy, ond yet is both useful and necossary, is to apprchend
cleorly the groat moral conceptions that erc especiclly pertinent to the present
erisis in human affeirse These not only demand our renewed allegiance, but they
coll for an cudacity of thought ond action fully cormensurste with o rovolution~
ory agce This is no time for timid traditionnlistse There are no "good old
days," ond the flesh pots of Egypt ero only tho seductive bribes used to lure
monkind-on-the-march back to Egyptian sleverye Also, this is no time for
sophists and foct-dodgorse Nothing but honost thinking will sorve use. Mon is
today being colled upon to launch out into the doepe He is foced, os the price
of his continued existence, with the peremptory demond to ebondon his soctorian
prcjudices, his nationalistic errogence, his racial pride, his oxploitive
ccononics, and his smug indiffercnce to the sbortive lives of millions of his
fellow-men, in ordor that ho might ccknowledge the true unity of the humen race
and ostoblish at long lest o planctery world ordor pledged to proteoct impartially
the rights and the welfare of all mene

One of the morel principles to which this new age nust renow its allegionce
is plain ordinary honesty. Richard Cabot, of Harverd, in his book, Honesty,
mokes out o good casc that honesty is the most basic of the virtuese We can
enll it respoct for the truth, or the rule of roasons Or wo cen call it
scientific method, if by that torm wo wish especislly to emphesize the scientist's
intellectual humility, his roadiness to learn ond to ebondon unfounded precon-
ceptions, his extreordinery precoutions to achieve accuracy of obsorvation, his
scrupulous reospect for all available evidences Thesc arc moral attitudes of the

highest importance, and they go far to account for the sciontist's succosse
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In comparison with the mental integrity of trained scholers end scientists,
the average politicien is a moral troglodytes So ere all too meny diplomats,
selesmen, advertisers, propegandists, lobbyists, dictators, leaders and promoters
of special interest groups (not excepting some ecclesiastics, theologians, and
philosophers)s Let us include also the man on the street--which includes you
end me in most matters outside the narrow iﬁterests of our job or professions
In fect, let him who is without sin cast the first stone. Our age is shot through
with dishonesty and irretionalism, It habitually engoges in double~talk, uses
weezel words, thrives in haziness and mental fog, substitutes neme-ctlling for
logic, is given to evasion, dodges or suppresses facts, resorts to guesswork,
jumps ot conclusions, spreads insinuntions, ond tells bare-faced liese

As Paul Schilpp recently stoted it to the Xth International Congress of
Philosophy, "It should be cleer to any thoughtful mind thot without the use of
rational intelligence it is futile to expect either individuanls or netions,
religions, or races to find ony common ground upon which they c¢on meet and

whence they can at least begin to work on the tesk of composing their diffor-

oenceseessEven in the cose of the constantly increasing emotionel tonsion between
Soviot communism in the East and Americen copitalism in the Westeseon the hasis
of 0ll the known factssee.tn oppenl to reason would also be en eppeal to self-
interesteessRonson furnishes onc of the mejor methods of composing differcnces
which arc the result of conflicting value=-judgments." It would thus appecr thet,
while scientific foects alone connot save us, yet a more general adoption of the
scientific attitude of serupulous honesty end respeet for facts--et least by
those in positions of authority--would do much to dispel the crises and emo-
tional tensions of our post-world-wor oges

Another importont fact to which Professor Schilpp called attention in the
some eaddress above-mentioned is the factvthat humonity is onee In the words of
Professor Schilpp, "Modern laboratories have now shown the truth of St, Poults

statement nineteen centuries ago: 'God has mode of one blood 2ll the nations
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of men to dwell an the face of the earth'seesThe scientific fact of the biological
unity of the race must be made & philosophical end sociel doctrine of first-rate
importences Philosophers, scientists; theologiens, and socianl-scientists must
unite in their insistence upon the scientific validity of this simple--and yet,
irn terms of practical consequences, very far-reaching--foct. The various myths
of racial and national superiority, which, after all, were not invented by Hitler
and his Nazis, but cen be traced through long centuries of history, could never
have been token very seriously nor have persisted if men had universally been
tought the basic fact of the ultimate unity of the humen reoces"

Not to prolong this discussion unduly by ineluding numerous other principles
worthy of our attention, I shall mention only one more cardinal moral idecl that
sorely needs our renewed allegisnces This is the principle of the invioloble
rights of man. It is only as o subject of rights that mon may cleim to possess
morel dignitye This is the basis of all mutuel respect among men, ond of all
humeniterien feelings The reccognition of this fect is the basis of modorn
liberty ond the democratic philosophy of lifee It is implicit in the Hebrew-
Christion tradition and, despite persistent violation, has received widest
recognition whore this religious tradition prevails, namely in what is called
western culturce The only’saving element obout these violations hithertoe hos
boen that they have been cormmitted with an uneasy conscienco, which uneasy con-
scicnce eventually has inspired measures of reform and abolitione

It is only in our day--for the first time sincc pre-classical pagonisn--
that wo have witnessed o deliberate apostacy from this cerdinal tenot of western
civilization. We have oxperienced the rise and the disastrous effects of a
sophisticated barbarism that for cruelty, inhuman brutality, and cynical indif-
forence to the most elementary rights of mon is umnmatched by the barbarities of
Attile, tho Hune The uneasy conscience, which hitherto could be counted on to
restrain men from the worstiexcesses of "schrocklichkeit", has epparcntly discpe

peared, or has become so fecble as to be merely vestigiale
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We have thus errived at the ultimete issucs What con reinvigorate in modern
men tho strong scnse of objective duty which hes been throughout history the maine-
spring of social and spirituanl progress? We begon with o stotement from the soge
of Konigsberge We con, porhaps, not do bettor than to allow him, in conclusion,
to enswor our question in onme of the noblest passages Kent ever penneds

"Duty$ Thou sublime end nmighty nameo that dost embrace nothing chorming or
insinunting, bubt requirest submission, and yot scckost not to move the will by
threatoning aught that would arouse naturel aversion or terror, but merely hold=-
ost forth o low which of itself finds entrance into the mind, and yot goins re-
luctant reverence (though not always obedionce) & law bofore which 2ll inelinoe
tions ore dumb, cven though thoy seceretly counterwork it; what origin is thore
worthy of thee, end whore is to be found the root of thy noble doscont which
proudly rejoets all kindred with more inclinotions; o root to be derived from
which is the indisponsable condition of tho only worth that mon can ettribute
to himsclf?"

"It oan bo nothing less," our philosopher continuecs, "than a powor which
oxelts man above himself, a power which relatos him to an order of thingsese
which rules the whole sonsible world and with it the empirically deteorminable
oxistonco of mon in timo, as woll as the sum=~total of £ll ondseeesMon as bo=
longing to tho scnsible world is subjoot to his own personelity as bolonging to
the supor=-scnsible worlde Belonging to both worlds, he must rogord his own
noture in rospeet to its second end highost ottribute only with reverence, and
its lows with the highest respoct."

In substance Kant holds that the ground of suprome dovotion to duty is the
rocognition that it coincides with the will of God, ond for this rcason beecomes
an object of profound personal roverence, loyalty, and lovee It possesses also
supremec importance, because, on the theistic view, duty is o monifestation of the
noture of ultimate roality, and thorefore grounded on that supreme being in which

2ll things live, move, and have their beinge
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Neturolistic humanists will demur to Kent's metephysicel and theologicel
vioew of dutye Thoy agreec with theists that humon porsonality presents itself
o us os the beareor of self-ovident value which rightfully cleinms our profound
rospeet, and on this basis thoy, too, contend for the dignity of mon. However,
thoy diffor with theists in viewing the worth of man as isolated, os without
foundotion in ultirste roelity, and devoid of cosmic support or cosmic signifi-
concce Mon stands alone, thoy say, in & morelly indifferent universoe

It is ny porsonal conviction that the latter view, implied in noturalistic
metophysics, has largely contributed to our current moral skepticism ond the
disoppeorance in modern mon of the unoasy consciences: The "morally indifferent
wnivorse" is an indignity that rodically devoluates the dignity of mone There
is no quostion whatever that humonity today stands in the grovest periles With
the stupendous power of atomic onorgy in his hand, it is not impossible for mon
to cormit plonetory suicides The power of the atom has beon roleased by tho
powor of minds Nothing can control it but the power of good=wille I om con-
streined to odd: Nothing can inspire a sufficient degrec of good=will but the

Supreric Good itself, Douglas MecArthur was right, "The problem of peace and

good=will is theologicals"




