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KIT-KAT THROUGHTHE YEARS

Over a period of two hundred and fifty years, from the beginning

of the eighteenth century and on two continents, there has been a

Kit-Kat Club. At about the turn of the century, or close to 1700,

it originated in London, with a distinguished personnel of literary

men, men in public life, and members of the nobility.

In Spence's "Anecdotes", as quoted by Leigh Hunt, something of

this trans-Atlantic version of our own club, is told. It met in

Shire Lane, one of the off-sheets from Fleet Street, and the master

of the house where the club met was Christopher Katt. He excelled

in making mutton pies and on account of their excellence they were

dubbed Kit-Kats. The club consisted of (quote) "39 distinguished noble-

men and gentlemen, zealously attached to the Protestant succession

of the House of Hanover." (unquote) And they were content with the win-

ter meetings in town, but had summer sessions at a tavern, the Upper

Flask, on Hampstead Heath.

Lord Mohun, who caused some consternation at one meeting by

breaking off the gilded emblem on the top of his chair, the Duke

of Marlborough, Lord Stanhope, the Earl of Essex and the Earl of

Berwick were members and so was Sir Robert Walpole, whose distinguished

son, Hugh, was born less than a decade after the' club broke up in

1709. The literary lights of the group included Steele, Addison

and Congreve. One Mainwaring, whom I have not been able to identify,

could not write much, but he was said to be "the ruling man in all

conversations."

In an Edinburgh professor's sketch on Joseph Addison, in the

Brittanica, it is said that 1704 marked the beginning of his public

life in taxation positions, as an undersecretary of state and as a
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rather silent member of parliament. He was on the Continent for a

while and had met many diplomats and men of rank. "On his return,"

says the author of the Brittanica article, Professor Spalding, "he

was enrolled in the Kit-Kat Club, and brought thus, and otherwise,

into communication with the gentry of the Whig party." (end quote)

Doubtless the conversations of the Kit-Kat Club flavored much of

the Tatler and Spectator papers which Addison and Steele wrote

within the next decade.

We have our own humble photograph album, but Sir Godfrey

Kneller painted pictures of the original Kit-Katters, a uniform

three-quarters length, which gave rise in artist circles to the

designation of this type of portraits as "Kit-Kat pictures."

The Club met in other and higher places than Christopher

Kat t ' s place on Shire Lane, but, as Leigh Hunt points out, bhe ':

place matters not. "The refinement," he says, "consists in the

company, and in whatever they choose to throw a grace over, whether

venison or beef. The great thing is not the bill of fare, but,

as Swift calls it, 'the bill of company.' '"'

Almost two centuries later there was employed as a packer for

the Central Ohio Paper Company a man named Delta C. Sapp. He had

no ambition to be rich. His earnings were for food, shelter,

clothing, and, most of all, books. He did his work well but his

greatest joy was his reading of 18th century literature and the

collecting of first or early editions of authors of that period.

His knowledge of such men as Addison, Swift, Steele, Johnson and

others was so thorough that he could write of them with rare in-

timacy and seemed to imitate their style.

I sometimes wonder if, back in 1898 when he started a small

16 page monthly known as (quote) "The Honey Jar; a Receptacle for
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Preserves" :ae had any idea of eventually organizing a group later

to be known as The Kit-Kat Club.

Major Harry P. Ward, a member of ~hamplin Press, took his

printing seriously, particularly the art of printing. Because of

this, his friendship for Sapp, and his thorough interest in Sapp's

writings, he edited this monthly regularly, sometimes at a great

cost to his firm.

The magazine continued under the original name until 1905

when Mr. Sapp attempted to carryon alone. He was about to give it

up when Osman Hooper, later to be Kit-Kat's first president, Alfred

H. Leaman, and Mary Louise Clark, an outstanding literary woman of

that day, came to his rescue and carried on its publication through

Lea-Mar Press until 1911, when it finally was discontinued. Charles

C. Pave¥y, an attorney "and regular reader and ofttimes contributor,

insisted on its continuance or at lease the publishing of a magazine

similar. But since they could' not continue under the name "The

Honey Jar," how should it be described or named? In one of the last

issues of "The Honey Jar", Judge Tod Galloway had contributed an

article "A Night at the Kit Kat Club," meaning, of course, the

old Kit Kat Club of London. Recalling this, Mr. Hooper suggested

the adoption of "The Kit Kat Magazine," whereupon, Mr. Pavey imme-

diately Called together a number of men to underwrite the new venture.

The meeting was held at the old Ohio Club atop the present 8 East

Long Street. The date was October 11, 1911.

/ The men who were present at that first meeting were James

Boyle, who had been secretary to Governor McKinley and consul to

Liverpool; Herbert Brooks, a very likeable banker, whose grandson,

David Westwater, is a member of our present group; Colonel W. L.

Curry, much honored in his day; Joseph V. Denney and William L.
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Graves, both distinguished professors of English literature at

Ohio State University and very lively and enduring contributors

to the club; Osman C. Hooper, first president of the club and

secretary for many years, editorial writer and literary critic

for the Columbus Dispatch, and, we are told, almost the ideal

Kit-Katter; Ivor Hughes, a gifted lawyer; George W. Knight, pro-

fessor of American history at Ohio State; Joseph S. Kornfeld,

rabbi of Bryden Road Temple, and later Ambassador to Persia;

A. W. McKenzie, British-born banker and patron of the arts; George

H. McKnight, professor of English at Ohio State; Charles C. Pavey,

lav~er, litterateur and partner of Ivor Hughes; Dr. William King

Rogers, notable physician, at whose home the early club met many

times; Delta C. Sapp, who was one of the enthusiastic and gifted

early members of the club and frequent contributor to the magazine;

Walter J. Sears, printer; his partner, Warner P. Simpson, who

became a noted figure in the community; Christopher E. Sherman,

professor of engineering and in a literary way one of the most

versatile men--older men assure me--in the club's entire history;

and Maurice S. Hague, majestic white-hafred gentleman and gifted

landscape painter, whose epicurean tastes made him, for many years,

the Club's invaluable Christopher Katt.

At this first meeting, not all assembled were in favor of

the magazine project. However, they were of one voice that a club

should be formed and, if financially possible, support should be
05~

given the magazine. A committee composed of Mr. Hooper, Boyle,

Denny, Pavey, Kornfeld and Dr. Rogers was appointed to formulate

plans and report to a meeting one week later. Simplicity and

informality were particularly desired so the committee did not



•

- 5 -

offer a constitution or set of by-laws, but suggested that tra-

ditions be the back-bone of the organization. They did suggest

the name Kit Kat Club, and that the membership be, as in London

Kit-KaD, •• limited to 39 unless otherwise desired by the Club
)

membership. The object of the Club was to be "the promotion of

social intercourse among congenial men who are interested in
e~DAb

literature, art, and other matters of eorM1 human concern."

According to Hooper's history "The Kit Kat Club", "It was tacitly

agreed that question of politics and religion should not be dis-

cussed." As you know, both have found their place on our program

many times. The publication of the magazine was to be of secondary

concern, subject to the decision of the members. The cost of the

magazine which first appeared in January of 1912, was underwritten

by the Club. After two years, club sponsorship came to an end,

and the magazine then was edited and published by a few members

and their friends. Its final issue was in October of 1919.

Osman C. Hooper was first president of Kit Kat, followed by

Charles C. Pavey who probably, more than any other, kept the maga-

zine alive. James Boyle, secretary to Governor William McKinley,

was the first secretary of Kit Kat. The following year he was

succeeded by Osman C. Hooper who continued to serve in that capacity

a period of 27 years until 1939 when ill-health caused his retirement

as an active member. He was succeeded by our own good and faithful

Jay Crane. Alexander Mackenzie, Banker, was our first treasurer

and served until 1920 when he moved from the city. His successor

was Herbert Brooks, the grandfather of our present member, Dave

Westwater, who served until his death in 1925. It is said of him,

"If payment of dues was inconvenient when he called, he was prone
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to advance the amount so his books might be straight." Being a

banker, he knew how to collect loans.

Maurice Hague, known to even recent members of Kit Kat, was

named Christopher Kat, a position he held until the end of a beauti-

ful and fruitful life in 1943 at the age of 80 years. Of "Mauri",

as he was known to his intimate. friends, it can be said, he never

served mutton pies, nor did he even have anything stronger than

coffee on his menu. For many years, he resisted the idea of ice

cream for dessert, saying that it shocked an already well-filled

stomach and slowed up digestion. If a member or guest had anything

intoxicating, he got it at the bar. Mr. Hooper in his book,

"The Kit Kat Club; Its Origin and Early History" said: The only

evidences of intoxication that I have ever seen at our meetings

were in the conduct of a guest speaker at one of our open meetings,

and on another occasion, in the drowsiness and audible breathing

of a guest during the reading of an important paper. Our own

members have always been able to pass the severest test of a

prohibition officer."

Another tradition of Kit Kat is the open meeting closing

each year's program when wives and friends of members join to

hear an imported speaker.

It was 1914 that the first of the annual open meetings

was given at the then popular Hartman Hotel, now a state office

building, and the speaker was the late great Dr. George W. crile,
t'JtlE

founder of the Cleveland Clinic andAof the great clinicians of

his era. You will find a list of these in your annual members'

programs under the heading of guest speakers. The second was

George B. Harvey, writer and prominent public figure of his day;

another was Dr. Talcott Williams, one of the early directors of
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the school of journalism at Columbia University. Dr. Charles L.

Williams, professor of English at Denison University years ago,

gave the Club a fine paper on the life and writings of Charles

Lamb. Edwin Markham, author of "The Man with a Hoe" and other

notable poems, was one speaker, no doubt arranged by his friend,

Claude Meeker.

Among the celebrities heard, sometimes in speeches that

Kit-Kat members felt that their own members could have improved

upon, were physicists, historians, diplomats, astronomers, linguists,

religionists, political scientists, journalists, drama and music

critics, botanists, artists ,and art critics, novelists, poets, and

surveyors of modern business.

Some of the more notable addresses--veteran members of the

club tell me--were given by Dr. Archibald Henderson, official

b~ographer of Bernard Shaw, who spoke brilliantly on the great

British dramatist; Dr. Sigmund Spaeth, the noted "tune detective,"

who spoke on various phases of music; the late Sir Wilmott Lewis,

for many years Washington correspondent of the London Times, an

ambassador without portfolio, who discussed Anglo-American re-

lations; Louis Bromfield, the novelist and publicist, who spoke

authoritatively and entertainingly on international affairs; and

Dr. J. Lewis Morrill, a former Kit-Kat member, who came Back

from the University of Minnesota to the memorable meeting at the

Lancaster Country Club to speak on the life, vicissitudes, and

problems--serious and humorous--of a college president. Philip

Rhys Adams, another former Kit-Kat active member, came back from

Cincinnati to give a vivid illustrated address on his experiences

and his acquisitions as director of the Cinninnati Art Museum.
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The shortest address ever made at an annual meeting was

delivered by the Ambassador to the United states from the Ar-

gentine Republic, Honorio Puerredon, in the middle 1920's. The

longest is not recorded in the club minutes, and the most bore-

some would be variously designated by the literary members who

look somewhat askance at science, or by the scientists who are

especially interested in their own particular microcosms.

It seems to be the general sentiment of members that one paper

out of each year of member contributors could be safely entered

in a quality contest against the visiting troubadours.

And so has gone Kit-Kat through the years.

It is one of the oldest clubs of its kind in Columbus and

one of the most--in the best sense of the word--venerable.

There may have been some lively arguments on policies in

its earlier days, but meetings of the general membership once a

year; sessions of the executive committee, and operations of the

membership committee have been marked by a judicial calm for many

and many a year.

The reason for this may not be far to seek: the fact that

a member has a great love and respect for his club and for its

constituent members. No one seeks preferment and no one expects

recompense. Everyone who is given an office is sUTprised--I

know I was--and delighted, just as he was pleased when notified

of his election to membership.

And so, in peace and war; through Democratic and Republican

amninistration; in and out of depressions, with the respectable

but never large bank balance at the end of the year; in one host

hotel and various clubs; from one Christopher Katt to another,

Kit-Kat goes on, enjoying each other's research, professions,
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hobbies, and the always interesting comment after the paper,

sometimes surprising the speaker with how much others know about

his special theme of the evening.

We may not be asbibulous as the original Kit-Kat, and we

may be lacking in members of the nobility, but we t,ve been able to

match a Marlborough with a Randall; an Addison with a Billy Graves;

a Steele with an Osamn Hooper, and conversational Maynwaring with

so many that a dozen good talkers immediately come to mind.

We may say that we have followed George Washine;ton's in-

junction, "Associate yourself with men of good quality if you

esteem your own reputation" and each one of us might well echo

the words which Plutarch imputed to Julius Caesar, "I would rather

be the first man here than the second in Rome."

When we think of the pleasure of comradeship and the benefits

of intellectual give-and-take in the club, we may remember the

verses which Osman C. Hooper wrote at four score years when confined

to his home. Here they are as recorded by Jay Crane in a secretarial

report of the year

Here at the top of eighty years

In good content I stand,

And give to friend above, below,

Salute with cordial hand.

Earth has no riches that compare

With friendships such as these;

They're of a piece with all that's best

Of heaven's mysteries.
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From those upon Life's higher rungs

And those on run§s below

Come wishes like a benison,

The choicest man may know~

And what shall I to them return

For all theY've said and done?

There's nothing better than the prayer.

"God bless us everyonel"
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YOU COULD ~ SILY OPEN Till PAPE BY ME tELY SAYIN

THE 0 IGINAL KIT KAT CLUB A ORGANIZED IN TUE TE 17TH

CE,frU,\Y AFD I 5 CTlVE or L AB U 1720. IT I OPINT N,

SINCE THE SIMILA ITY BET mEN THE 0 I GIN L CLUB AND U S

EXI'TS, ~E w.. ULD uPEND A .8~ UNUTE E iESHING OUi 0 IES

ABOUT mIE ORIGINAL KIT KAT CLUB F LOND N.

IT WA THE OST FA i OU 0 ~ T IE .NY CLUB mICH 'HE l

U IN THE LATEl 17TH A ~D ..A LY 18TH c~'TU lES, IE (E G.uNTLK,~EN

~ OULD M 'ET IN THE EVENING TO DI5CU •.••...P LITICu, LIIJ:IE tATLJ E,

o THE L C L NE\ SID .VENTu, .rrTI FRIENDS OF t>Iut LAR INTE ~l TS

J C .J T f~ON, F L OU ua ISH.t!:.rl IU THE

T Y , or THE R I N 0 i' \';'1LL11\ I I I J .••

I 1 THE 01 GArrZ TrON OF TIlE KIT KAT CLUB, F mrcs HE LATE

B 'CA E EC ETA! Y • T~IE CLUE !JCLUDED.1.At OP THE LJ.:J ING

v TIIG OF THE D Y; &TEi'LE, ADDISOlT, ALPOL::::,. STANHOPE AUD

THE it T FI T AT A TAVE U, Of' 'PT

BY A • CE I~TOPIIE CAT. A C" .1O!:)T OF .•OU KNO , T 11AV N

iiAS F .OU..::>ron IT.... m' Ton }IEC, KNO It A~ "KIT CATv:! J i lID

·R II TI i:~E THE CLUB TOOK IT' !I. ffi. IHCID.~nT iLLY CATJ u; e

'!'LLLl:..D ·IT ... A "c'. n T UE TrtlDITION, EVL TODAY, U GO D

ClL ISTudlE \AT G •.• EA ceca lONA LY OP.':!. IT I

. U'fTon PIE. EVEn THOUGH I Pi;..tS NALLY DO TOT CA .:. FOH 1> UTTON

PIE, I TILL ~SPEOT ~ S , T LOVE FOR THAT T ADIT ION.

TON';')ON, THE F RST BCRE AhY 1 KIT KA BOUG IT A

HOU E AT "BA! NELMS", Vi. . ffi:. !..>ETASID.!. A S '>BCI L 1 o 1

FOR THE KIT KAT MEETINGS. A nUMBEl 0 GLAC ES FEIN ••

01 IEED 'lITH TIIE N ME os THE LAD!. ..••.WHO 'IE {E F 'lOt 'rE
TOA T8 OF TH.t!. CLUB, WITH VEl cE CO PO ED BY ME ffiErtS IN TH:gr



HONOR. THI~ lONE OF THE TRADITION
ICR WA NOT CM ED

D TO OU CLUB, I' ppy TO SA. THE CLUB lEEK,

IF NOT AT ToN ON'S B
, THEN IN A LONDON TAVE NO,

oeCA NALL, T IE C 1m onrae, AT K INN AT T D.

A TER THE CC,"",(: ION OF ::0 GE III, THE ill ·Tl 'BEe LES
l

POST. TEM,

VANBit H, A ClITECT, D! tATI&T AND WJBE 0 THE CLUB,

RITING TO T N ~. ABOUT THE CLUB AND IT ,,",UP?~ AS A

c

ND
SIN HIS 'ISH AND Tl T OF OTH F 1ER

IT
IE ,T Ih..r T~I T HN'rEl., \.JOTE I r T -.) A

C un BUT ~ OLD ~ I'NDS TI T HA . EEN CLUB, AND THE BE'T

CLU THAT VE, AS. n IT.J FE \ yTi'ARS
EXI rrEHCE P 'A ENTLY

B ILLIANT 'lAR IN TimI.. ACTIVE LIVE .,

T J() HUND ,.DYU SLAT"" , 1898 T BE EXACT,

D.c.LTA C. ,",A , A CKER FRO. THE CENT LA OHIO P PE COUP NY,

rOOD OUT

TA {TED UOTr... tlHOI{EY JA A rlEC.c..PT CL"" Fa LITEMRY P ~ E V '·otl.

IT A A 16 P (rE .r ONTHLY, GONTAI ING LITE! Y CONT BUTIONioJ Ii' SO. E

LOCA IT~l, ,AND T CTu I O.~ibO.m OF 'APpt S F V lUTE

U

T

ND Ii b 0 r I UTATIVE PEN. BEG {J,.;> I

RlS Lf)V~ ro

I ING .'

D ,H.4£ Al D TI •

ON, H 0 A Vi .1 HE

GAIN, T Y SAY HIo 8T LE
\

T ItH 1m J It C N I.t'-.1JED, 10 ' CCE 'FULLY F
LY U TIL

1905 dAN
L A-;1 PEA DO' 11 ND C. HOOp. ,

LAT' TO BECO i'!.ETHE FI T •.. CRET Y OF THE LOC L KIT KAT CLUB,

CA••1ETO HI

ONE OF THE LAST TICL • TO AP

UBLt ING UNTIL 1911.

WAo itA NI HT AT THE KIT

KAT CLUB," ING OF CUE TH OLD KIT OLUB L DO •

ECA LING Tf I , HOOPE UGGE TED THAT THE ~ PUBLICATI N
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DE C LLED THE KIT KAT l GAZINE.

CHA LE C. AVEY, ~ 0.1 U ~LY uOME OF YOU K ~ D

NY Of Y U 1ECALL BY REi'U T10H, CALLED TOG ·'THE. A OUP OF

19 INTE.-Ci TED i·N T ININCE THE P OJ.t!:CT. THE DATE•.•- CT BE ,

L911; P CE, OHIO CLUB ATOP THE ATLA BUILD1 , LONG AnD HI H

ST ET. 6 .S.U. P O'ESL , 4 H~ I P PElIffiN D AUTI ',2

BIKE. s, 2 LAWYE 8, 1 A TI T,

TI (.1 OUP.

A co HT EE, mrcu I HI ~K ~HOUL BE N lED HE!E,

JA. E BOYLE 'OVEr ro. 1CKI ffiEY), J EPli V" D.t!ANlfY,

(IDAD OF T T) ~T O. S. U), 0 lA C. II Or.8!t

(DE N OF JOU ,NALI !i AT 0 ••..•U.), JOo..;EPJI s , KO NF""LD C BB ),

CLE.G N, 1 PHY ICIAN , DE UP

lET AT D•• RO "E- Sf HOUE or ~ T TO N TrlE.(!;. THI5 r~ IDB C j

I &TILL T IOn 0, I A1. TOLD) AND rs L ,C 'ED J -T • ST OF

THE TO 'I L~Y COU T ~NTv. THJ.~ ..; ULT 0:-;' rurs : "T N'

A~ THE OHGl .iIZATI}T J..' A CLUB T BE TO"N A KIT T CUB, 0

lA1 t..m AT TilE I scor iE u T J: .lI.d.. l!O PER, 'DLLO\fI J 'l!.E

"HOllEY JA It A TICLE BY oaR. P VEY BOUT 'fHE KIT CLU

LOND s. Iil1PLICIT A I J:; 0 {, ALITY Bl.1E D &1 '""D, 0, IN

A C NCTITUTION, THE C I ,ITTEE P OPO ED A PLAN 0 ORGA~IZA'

TION T ~ IICH WERE DDED, na'r BY.LAWQ, BUT TrlADITI HE

PU! OSE OF TUE CLUB TO BE, U~TE "TH PnO.lOTION 0 OCI L

INTE COU 'E A WNG CONG IAL E' \11 A re I IT ' E•..TED IN A ~ 1,
LITE TURE; AND OTHE TTE OF N CONCERN.II I UPPOSE

IT I BECAU ' OF THIS LA T CAT GO Y {HUMAN CONCE N} TH T

FOnME PHEXY, C IS ADA 5, CA E UP ITH HIS D CRIPTION OF

T.iO IN BUSINESS, ETC. AS BEING QUOTE "LOWB OVS. tI CLA IS
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WOULD CLA~SIFY TI1E LOWB OWe A0, IN ADDITION TO HIMSELF,

LOW Y SWENEY, DAVE VillSTWATER, DON EAVE " GEO E SMALLS ED,

GEO E ROUDEBUSH, GENE REA, IC'ON AY tE, AND YOU SPEAKER.

NOT SO LOWBROW A 'TER ALL. JUST GOOD BALANCE, I ~ OULD SAY1l

THE CONTINUATION F TIm KIT KAT AZINE ~s TO BE

o ECONDAHY CONCERN; HOWEV '}, IT cowrINUED TO BE PUBLI~ lED

~T L 1920. T Ii JH.BERT B' OOK ,G NDN~Tllli OF' OU OVN DAVE

m TWATEH, 'ECi MO~T OF lJ.'HE 5UCCE'S OF SUSTAINI G THE !AGA I E

BEC 'E ~ HI UNTI' HI Eli' iT IN f ISING THE lONEY.. FRO

mAT I HAV" D OF' HI A, I lilt! OF TLE OPlrITON THAT MANY TI ES

~UCH OF HI ' ovm .ilONEY Iv En'l' I TO TH -, VENTU! E.

THE EA LY ~L~ETING6 "KIT KNr wilE E HELD IN THE HO ES

Ii' .iEMBEW::>. n~1914 IT WA A c, E·D THAT Mr'TIN';;) HOULD BE

HELD AT THE CHITTEHDEN Ho'rEL, WHER TilEY CONVENED rl' ULAHLY

UN IL 1928. '" OM 1928 TH OUGn SPI"I' G OF 1938, MEETINGS ~ERE

HELD AT TH' AT! L -TIC, CLUB. INCE SEPTEr,m~l 6F 1938 VE HAV

BEEN HE:tE AT T E C LUMBU CLUB.

0" THE NINETEEN U IG1NAL lEMBERS, I At;! 'URE 1'v!ANY

F U E{IEIBEH A EW, AND A CHocEN FE lEMEM.BER MANY, IF NOT

ALL. HEY WE E:

A TEH J. EA

CHAnL S E. "AVEY

D . WILLIAM KING OD ~h

~BEHT BROOKS

COLONEL • L. CU Y

IVO GrIES

DELTA C. SAPP

ALEXANDER W. MCKENZIE

'vA NER P. SI!'I!P ON

E. O. i NDALL

D • GEORG~ • KNIGHT

D!. JOSEPH KORNFELD

P OF. I. F. HARIIN'TON

PrlOF. C. b!. SHEd ¥!AN

D • J. V. DENNY

MAU ICE S. HAGUE

OS:JI.AN C. HOOPE
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It SUrlE OU GOOD FRIENDS, ED THOMAS AND D • LENOY

JOHN ON ~lElvBE D. DENNY, PR F8SS0R SHE N, BILLY Gf-<AVES,

"MAURI" 'UE AND OS tAN HOOPE , AS THEY WE TILL ACTIVE

AT THE TIME 0 'rHEI ELECTI TO EMBE HIP. THEBE ~ EriE

lANY OF QU IN Tf B CLU1J JHEN 'I'lIE LAST OF OU CHArlTE ~ EMBERS,

f UHICE GUE AD ILLY GHA ss PAS.:>ED IN FEBl1.UARY AND AUGUST

Oil 1943. THE LAST PA .•.Erl BY P OFES~OR GriAVES WAS IICL D5 VEl

S IrlOPSHIHEIt, 1BAD In 1941,. P O~'E~ 0 S E1 'I Nt LA!;'T PAPE ,

"I DEFEN E OF BOSviELL", VI S P E~_Ei\j 'D IN 1936. uS ~A HO E

READ uSAruEL EWALL, UrlITAN D b. I'T AfD Ei' It II 'OVE.mEl,

1934.. D. DEN! , WHO PASSED "N 1)35, rlEAD "TH' N \'1 BI G PRY"

FOH HI~ LA;;:,'I' AP1" dANCE BBFO 1.2 T~ E CLUB. MJUl I HAGUE'S LA T

PA E , "~OrAE P10BLE1VIS IN Ai Tit ~JAL> G V N IN OCTOBE , 1933.

OUI GOOD OLD 'TAt DBY ArD 'ENIO ME m ,ED TriO .1AS,

SU11E:LY CAN RE1\1EMBEh. HIe." 1<'1 ST PAPE IN OCTOBE , 1928, "1' E

[Y TE Y uF BI D MIGRATION". THA ONE INT IGUE 1 E. I A

U E I COULD ENJOY NEW ~DITION F TEl!;' DBJECT. D'. L~ OY

JO iNSON CAN .dE EMBE , It Y1 U E, IS ~ IDEN PrtEt"ENTAT ON I

DECE,ilBE OF 1931. HE MU!;,T HAVE H D A5 KEi:!: AN INTEHEET

IN AH'r THEN AS fiE liA . NOW,. FO i THE TITLE OF I' .PAPE r S

"CUhrlENT 'llENDEIWIE5 IN A "T".

ALMO T 25 YEARS AGO, .MA CH 1935, OU GOOD FIEND

AND EFFICIEfr SEC ETA Y, JAY CHANE, TOOK HIS BAP ISM BY

Pl ESENTING "THE CREln T TillE S N 1
.c; ~TOl B! I CKER

ALSO GAVE HIS 1"1 ST PAPE , "THE DEVEL PMENT OF ADlvINI'T TIVE

LAW", IN DECEMBE OF 1934. DID YOU KNOW ENATOR BICKER

GAVE THE PAPE AT THE OPEN MEETING FO WIVES AND GUE TS IN

1939·



CONG E'S N JOHN VORY , ALSO 0 THE CLASS o~ '34,
CAr E TH- UGH THE FOLLO\t"IN' YEA WITH HIS FI ST PAPE. "oJ

A J.l.1ATTE· OF FACTtI WA HIS SUBJECT.

WHO EL~E, BUT IIIHE C IIEF JU TICE OF OHIO t S HIGHEST

COU I lAb ELECTED IN 1935. JUDGE WEYGANDT'S PAPEr IVEN

THE F LLOWING YEA WAS "GOVE tENT--UNCON CIOUSII• A TI

EVEN NOW, IT 'EEMS TO E HI IS T UE. MAYB TUC CHIEF

JU'TICE WOULD LIKE TO GIVE U PAPEt f..OON U IN THE u_

UBJECT.

S,
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IT WOULD •...J"i:EM OUl GOOD FIEND HDESCH" (CLAS!) 37)

WAS IN LINE FOR ELECTION TO TIiIe INE CLUB, AND 0 HE PROBABLY

:&TArlTLED Tl E IffEMBEH HIP lJIITI! ar n T. IN CA~E YOU DON'T

Bt .li:MBE IT, THE SUBJECT 1J A c:: "THE CULT 01" THE ne l'IONALIt.

PHILO OPHICAL? WELL, ASK ":QOESCH".

IN THE bA 1IE YEA T_!E CLUB Bl UGHT IN, WHAT C ~ I

ADA' LATEri CALLED A LO 'JBliOW, ONE OF THE BOY DOVJn TOIlJ ,

G 01 E OUDEBUCH, WHO OF ALL THINGt> TOLD US QUOTE "WHAT IS

I !HT WITt! TH' SCHOOL',lf; NOT vVIIA1' V' v' 'UNO WITH T lV. A

o D P PE , I'LL BET.

IN 1939, ANOTHER LOWBHO J F 0.'1 Dm N TOW~~ P T 0 TH

WITH HIS FlrlST. HArt \1 ON SAYRE GAVE THOSE A ~ElfLBL~, trcr <

"BLACK MAGIC OF WOHDS" WHICH, I DARE .:.AY, HAS ;'{ADE HAL'S

EARLY ETIRE.mNT A PLEA ANT ONE. WAc YOUR CO!dPANY THE KNO N

AS THE AME ICAN EDUCATION P{~ 7

YE , THE •.E MEN WERE PA TICUL HLY INGLED OUT

BECAUSE THE YOUNGEST OF THEM HAS BE N IN THE CLUB SINCE

1939. TW~NTY YEA S AT LEA&T, ITH TRUE KIT-KAT E AND PAST

P E IDENT (1939-1940), ED THOMA5 NOW OU SENIO EMBE.



SHOITLY A 'TEl D1 D, HAhrlIET, HIS WIFE~ GAVE
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LONG Y HE ENJOY THE CLUB; FO AS LONG A HE, O! EVEN m,
CAN ENJ Y 'l'HE CLUB AND WHAT IT ST NDS FOR, SO WILL Wt. CONTINUE

D ~ JOY LIFE !,l0 E A U DA TLY.

KIT K T lviA TEl IA IE HAD FI LED AWAY. SU ' LY , WE ALL

AG EE C '-Y WAS A TRUE KIT-KATTErl IN EV rY SENSE, SO I DON'T

,lIE ITATE TO GIVE Y U oNE :1 .iHAT HE COllSIDEHED TO B" IIGHLIGI.iTS

OVE THE YE S OF HIS ACTIV'E l' B~' SHI. HE bAYS, ND I QUOTE

FRO"I"[ HI' VN N IrES "AJ'.10NG .1 IJT NOTABLE Pi P'E SII;

D • DE NY USH!' E 'PI'~RE e A BU INESS M Nt!

DR. HELLABARGE G1 VING

"THE B IT1'H E[ I

P EVI ,"[ O~ HLJ 1: OVEL liTE • I'rA' IAN
ltt:NAI SSANCE"

"DR. F IGt TII IRE

AL.l0T ANY ONE OF BILLY Gf VE~ 01\ IIA LAN HATC ~ 'S

ON~ 0" T\r 0 BY en IS SHE.l.i1./\'N, ONE OJ.' THE TRULY IDEAL I'l'-KNllll'El1. ....

L~ OY JOH ~SON ON THE IU::"TOl Y OP 'l'1!B T IEA'rER 11 ~ TE' ON A

FADUL U 1NV LID"

GENE t S I U 1 OU D ICllLY D~ E' V'D EJt..C . SION INTO

f1T~E NATOlIIY 0;1 BOOL •LLING"

'r'llE GhEAT T ADI ION 0 f TIE RYAN-rlANDALL-HO Ert A T T•.

CHITT~NDEN 1914-1928)
LANDON BELL AND HIS INT ODUCTION • • C' IBALD HEND~rlSON.

AT THE ATHLETIC CLUB--DR C.1.0TTI--PAPER ON CANCEl{ (193 )--

MO ETHAN 25 GUE rrS--USED MAIN DINIH G WOM ON ECOUD LOOR.

GO' GE SPAHR--THE ONLY "Llt:>TENING ,.1EMDE It

SHOHTE~T ANNUAL SPEAKEl --ArIDAS ADOR HONORIA PUEHRYDAUtI

;,13rl LY GREETING F 0.[ HIS COUNTRY--LESS THAl FIVE MINUTES.



PR i SI DE~T• W.URI CE SA UE DI D .l;!;VENBETTER. ECO DB INDI-
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INCIDENTALLY YOU MIGHT BE INTE E'-TED IN KNO ING

"CHERRY" AS ELECTED TO THE CLUB IN 1922. HE I.1MEDIATELY

BECAME A \ffi ffiE~ OF T E EXECUTIVE CO iAITTEE IN 1923. HE

SE VED UNINTE UPTEDLY TH OUGH 1937, WHENHE ViAS ELECTED

CATE HE SE.VE IN SUCH A CAPACITY FRO~ 1915 TO 1943 WHEN HE

A SED ON. HE WA PHE~IDENT IN 1924.
OSMAN HOOPE ERVED AS SECRETARY FROM 1911 U~TIL

HIS D' TH, SO ffi 27 YEA'S. JAY C HE ACTED A SEC TARY

DURING 1\. HOOPEltt LA0T ILLNESS. J Y vA LECTED SECl ET RY

IN 1938 SO YOU .8E HE, LIKE SOm OF T FOUND HS 0 'rilE

CLUB, HAS SE VED U LONG AND 'ELL.

IN ADING MINUTE' OF THE EXECUTIVE CO' ITTEES, ALL

SO B l UTIIULLY CATALOGUEDBY JAY, I THOUGHT ONE 0 T 0

PAriTICULA LY INTEiESTING, AND, WITH YOU' INDULGENCE, I VOULD

LIKE TO EAD THE·1 ro YOU. REMEMBE, THE CLUB WAS 'E'rING

AT THE CHITTENDEN HOTEL AT Tt It) PArtTICULA ~ TI m.

ANNUAL BU INESS ~ffiETIN 0 T-E KI KAT CLUB.

OCTOBE 5, 1926
THE KIT KAT CLUB MET IN ANNUAL BUSINE S SESSION

VITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBEH P E NT:- !E..,S • BEAN, BELL,

CHE INGTON, DENNEY, FR~NCH, GRAVES, . IEVES, HAGUE,HOPKINS,

HOOPErl, HUGHES,. JOHNSON, KNI HT, 0 ,PO.1E ENE, ATER,

H. G. IMPSON, sovmR , SPAHrl, STARK, WILLIA. S, WILSON - 22.

THE TE \18 OF Wl. HAGUE A D 1. BELL AS [ m S F,

THE EXECTIVE C01ndITTEE HAVING EX IriED, THE CLUB VOTED TO

REELECT THEl Au FOR A TEfl OF THRE YEA S.

Vi • STA K, THE TREA...,URER,REPO TED TOTAL ECEI TS
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FO THE Y AR INCLUDING BALANCE ROM LAST YEAR $1783.53;
TOTAL EX ENSE FOR T E YEAR $1247.27; A.OUNT ON ND $536.26.
A CO PLETE .H.EPOT P ESENTED BY THE TREA UriER WA~ ACCEPTED,

APPROVED AND ODE ED FILED.

THE ' C ETARY HEPO TED THE HE"':IGNATION OF DR. W. E.

RENDE ON FRO if THE liE fIDErlSHI P OF THE CLUB. ACCEPTANCE OF

THE RESIGNATI N VAS UNANI OU LY VOTED WITI RE!RET.

A COMMUNICATION FROM M S. AN WIT .EGARD TO THE

TRIBUTE •...TG HE~ LATE HUSB ND, DANIEL J. YAN, WAS EAD

BY THE 'CETARY, ND, ON OTIOl, THE CLUB VOTED UNANIw

MOU LY TO HAVE THE TRmBUTES IHICH WE.~ MAD AT T E dEMO IAL

SEf{VICES, GA ED AND PUBLISHED IN H CHU EO·. THE

SIZE F THE EDITION WAS T TO THE DE ERi\lIf>TATIOI OF THE

ECRETARY AFTER H~ HAD COi'.CvYUNICATED VVITH 1 S. YAM TO

LEA N HEft PERIoJONAL D.t!.SIHE FO COPIE.:,). IT VAS FU.t THER

DIRBCTED THAT THE BrlOCBUHE ('HOULD 'rAKE THE 1"0 OF A

B OCHUHE CONTAININ T dE l' IBU ES TO Mi{. tA: DALL.

THE EC ETARY REPO TED TIE DEATH OF COLONEL • •

W D, ALE BE O· THIS CLUB UNTIL lIS E OVAL FRO TrlE CI1IY,

AND TREEC ETARY WAS DI 'CTED TO EXTEND TO HIS WIDOW THE

'YMPATHY OF THE CLUB IN HER BE EAVEMENT.

M • BELL, CHAI AN OF THE rEMBE ~SHIP COMHTTEE,

EPOI TED THAT THE COMMITTEE HAD ~,ADE A TENTATIVE LIST OF

CANDI TES FOR 'llHE FOUrl. VACANCIES IN THE ACTIVE 1£ BE· SHIP,

AND INVITED SUGGESTION OF OTHER MEN FROM THE EMBE ~HHIP

OF THE CLUB. THOSE WHO ~.n ENTIONED Vffi E:--DR. EORGE F.

Al S, D. OYAL D. HUGHES, D • GEO GE W. IGHTMI E, JUDGE

BEN ON W. HOUGH, MR. HOWA D DWIGHT MITH~ • JOHN M.

VO YS, MR. CLA ENCE vULLIVAN. THE CO~ITTEE ALSO REPORTED
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I~S CONCERN T}~T MEMBEHS OF THE CLUB HAD BEEN ABSEIT SO

FREQUENTLY FROM Tlffi MEETINGS.

D • WILSON MOVED THAT A NEW TRADITION BE FO 1~ULATED

TO THE EFFECT T}~T THREE ABSENCE WITHOUT EXCUSES SHOULD

CON TITUTE A WITHDRAWAL FRO 1 THE MEMBERSHIP. THI WA

DI CUS ED AT CON IDE BLE LENGTH,. THE FEELING BEING THAT

l'IEN WERE LECTED TO MEMBERSHIP }'OR THEIH ABILITY TO CON-

TRIBUTE TO THE PROGRAM OF THE CLUB AND FO THE COMPANION~HIP

WHICH THEI PER 'ONALITIE~ SIGNIFY. THE cENTI1ENT WA

SEVE AL TIMES E PREo ED THAT EMBEIS WHO RE EATEDLY ABSENT

THE ELVES ARE DEP lVING THE OTHERS OF ONE OF THE LEA URES

GUArtANTEED BY THE CLUB. THE MATTE WA FINALLY HEFE ED

T TH EXE~TIVE CO MITTEE TO CONSIDE , AND EPORT LAT •

GENERAL EDWA DORTON, ON ACCOUNT OF CONDITION IN

HIS HOME, WAS RANTED A Y ARtS LEAVE OF AB ENCE WITHOUT

A ~ NT OF DUES.

IT WAS MOVED AND CAHRIED THAT THE WIDOW OF

DECEA QED MEN.BE S SHOULD BE xccor DED THE STATU OF ME mE!

AT THE ANNUAL "OPEN MEETINGIt COMING THEMSELVE~ WITHOUT

CHAB E, AND WITH THE PRIVILEGE OF INVI'l'ING GUESTS AT THE

USUAL CHA E.

m. JOHN ON CALLED NrTE lTION TO THE N "GLECT OF

THE COMMITTEE ALWAYS TO A ANGE PHOPE LY THE LIGHT AND

MANU 0 IPT 1 EST FOR THE SPEAKER. THE MATTER WAS R' Ei ED

TO THE 00 ~MITTEE ON A ANGEl' ENTS.

JIR. SATE MADE A PLEA F BETT SP KERv AT THE

ANNUAL OPEN ,mETING" AND THE CLUB UNANIMOUSLY VOTED TO SET

ASIDE $150.00 AS A MAXIMUM OF HONO RIUM AND EXPENSES.
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EXECUTIVE COMl',ITTEE 11EETING

NOVE~mE 16, 1926, CHITTENDEN

p E<"E~T:

~E sr S. 011-' EN I, HE UN, 00 ", BELL, HAGUE,

JOHNoON, WILSON, crm! INGTON.

THE ~EC ETARY P E ENTED FOR C1NVA THE BALLOT'

T HAD BEEN CA T IN THE ELECTION TO FILL VACA~CI ~ IN

THE MEv1BE - SIll P •

TOTAL ABLLOT C T, 28

J•.CL .c:NCE cULLIVAN, 25YES, 3 NO

DVJIGHT SMITH, 28 YE

GEO GE VI. RIGHTMI E, 28 YES

HENRY L•., CARLETT, 25 YES, 3 NO

ffi. SMITH AND DR. IGfIT~I1IRE WERE DECLA D ELECTED,

AND THE SEC ETA Y WAS INST UCTED 0 TO NOTIFY THEi •

R. JOHN ON P ESENTED THE 'OLLOWING FO M OF LETTER

TO BE EnT TO ALL MEMBER' ON THE SUBJECT OF ABSE TEEI .1,

AND TH ECRETA Y WA IN TRUCTED TO END IT OUT:

"COMPLEXITIES OF WDE N LIl'-'E, GEN ALLY SPE KI G,

SEV TO KE MORE 0 LESS BU DEN'OME ANY FI "D 1!. IES

OF SOCIAL ENGAGE~iNTS. THIS DOES NOT, OR SHOULD NOT APPLY

TO ME-MBEl ~ OF THE KIT KAT CLUB.

!'THE CLUB'S Mf1"MBE HIP I LIM.ITED TO A VEri LL

NUMBE OF KIND ED PI ITS. THE CHIEF PLF~SUHE A D PROFIT

OF ITo .ffiETINOS IS IN THE ASSOCIATION OF F IE DS 0

GATI~ AT IT DINNE TABLES. ITS GULTURAL oIDE IS OB~

VIOUSLY DE lRABLE.
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"WHEN A MEMBE liB EN'" ' HI rs LF' FROM A ~E1:t;TIN', HE

BHEAK THE CHARMED C1. CLE. NOT ONLY DOES HE ...,UFFE THE

LOSS OF A L THAT THE KIT ~AT CLUB l\1EANS, BUT HE ALS DE.

PRlVE~ HIS FELLOW-M~~B~A S THE PLE SURE AND BEN FIT OF

A OCIATION WITH nmM. FOi THE 110 E, FAILU ' TO ATTEND

CANNOT BE OTEE. THAN DI 'COURAGING TO THE SPEAKE 0 I THE
EVENING.

"FO T -I.E ~E 'ASONu IT IS mw", WI H 0" HE CLUB THAT

EACH MEMBE· ATTEND EGG LY, , AS OAlE DO, 'E1D 0 HE

SECRETA 'Y IN DVANCE A tEA·O ABLE EXCUSE FO AB E iTING
HIMSELF.

AND S , ~VE COM).!;T'O THE CLOSB OF A WTHyh El J'OYABLE

KI T KAT 'A. Y', WE'LL BE, TY AnD I liT YE u LD

COME OCTOBE. ItI KAT IS r WDABLY THE OLD T Lt.m OF ITS

KINBIN COLUMBUS,. MAYBE IN OHIO. IT rs 0 ffi O? 'l'H ~ MO T--

IN THE BE T DENSE OF T E •0 D-- YEn ~l1ABLE. THE E HAVE

B~EN M'AN'L EXCELLENT PA.P I ICR H VE VOKED LIVELY DISw

CUSSION AND INTELLIGEHT COM tENT. THE ANNUAL MEETINGS,

FOR THE JOST PAnT, ilAVE BEEN EXCEPTIONAL: SEvSION OF THE

EXECUTIVE CO ·ITTEE AND OF ATIONS OF THE ME! BE HIP

coi ~ITTEE HAVE B EN 1A KED BY JUDICIAL CALM.

THE EASON? NOT FAR TO EK: THE FACT TIMT EVERY
MEIBE HAS A ~REAT LO ~ AND'S ECT FO THIS CLUB A~D FOR

EACH OJ.' I'1'S !BE S. NO ONE 'EEK p. EP ilYlE f1' AND 0 OWE

EXPECT •ECOMP NSE. EVE Y ONE WHO IS GIVEN A E' ONSIBILI'lY

o AN OFFICE IS SU P ISED--I K.O V I 'jAS-- A D D~LIGHTED,

JUST AS E WAS PLEASED VffiENNOTIFIED O:B~HIS ELECTION TO
IfE rss .SRI P •
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AND SO, IN PEACE AND AR i TH UGH DE <10C ATIC AND

EPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATIOl-TS; IN ND OUT OF DEPRESSIONS;

WITH THE rl ~PECTABLE EU'l' NEVE LA! GE BANK BALANCE AT THE

END OF THE l~R; IN ONLY TH EE REGULAH MEETING PLACE IN

THE PA •.)T 45 YEARS; FRO lONE ca r TOPHE KAT TO ANOTHEltj

iINDE A NEW PRESIDEN'l' EACH YEAR--KIT KAT GOES ON, ENJOY NG

EACH OTHER'S RE EARCH, PROFEc IONS, HOBBIE, AND T

AL AYS INTERESTING COMMENT FOLLOWING A PA " OMET !I1ES

uUrlPRI vING THE lJEAKER WITH HOW MUCH OTHE Q KNOW 0 HI

SUBJECT.

WE Y NOT BE AS BIBULOUS A THE 0 I INAL KIT

KAT AND UAYBE WE ARE LACKING IN NOBILITY, BUT VlE'VE BEEN

ABLE TO 'lATCH A MARLB toUGn WITU A RANDALL, AU ADDrc~ON

WITH A BILLY uRA VES, A STEELE WITE AN OSt;1AN HOOPE {, A m

A CONVERSATIONAL MANWA ING VITH 0 MA THAT A DOZEN OF

OUR OWN .mMBE S COME TO MY HIND.

VIJHEN WE THIN~{ Of' THE PL -ASH E~;,AND F ""LLOW HIP

AND THE BENEFIT OEt' lUTE LECTUAL GIVE AND TAKE IN T E

CLUB VIE MAY WE L RECALL THE Vii'.. "ES OASMAN HOOP"11 Wi OTE

mILE CON INED TO HI.;) HOME. HERE THEY ARE ECO DED BY

JAY C tANE IN ONE OF HIS SECRBT IAL HE?O TS.



looked at things a he id:

not have
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very seriously ill at t e time and a lesser man cou

At Four ~c.o:rJ(~..-.

Here at the top of eighty years

In good cont ent I s tisnd ,

And give to friends above, below,

Salute with cordial hand.

Earth has no riches that compare

With friendships such as these;

They're of a piece with all that's best

Of heaven's mysteries.

From those upon Life's higher rungs

And those on rungs below

Come wishes like a benison,

The choicest man may know.

And what shall I to them return

For all they've said and done?

There's nothing better than the prayer,

"God bless us everyonel"

E. J. Crane,
Secretary

•




