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The China Connection

As travelers, we all bring_back momentos from the

places we visit. The motive is probably to remind ourselves

of the places we have been, and to prove to others that we

were really there!

Salt water taffy from Atlantic City, cowboy hats from

the west, or replicas of the Eiffel Tower from Paris are

the souvenirs we bring back from our travels.

Man's desire to travel and explore and experience new

lands, of course, goes back to the dawn of time. His need

to discover what was just over the next hill was originally

\
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motivated by the need for food. Our nomadic ancestors had a

basic need to forage for fresh water, berries, nuts, and

for animals for food and raiment.

As our civilization grew in the Middle East and spread

to Southern Europe and North Africa, the need to forage

diminished and people living in those areas







seldom ventured beyond the confines of the "known" world.
Indeed the strength of our "Western" civilization (which
is not truly western and certainly not always civilized),

may lie in the fact that people concentrated on what was at
hand and developed a civilization as we know it based on:"

PR

towns and city states and agriculture. Except for
L
e, SR A TSNS ot
Alexander's conquests in Asia Minor and as far as the

SR, W
western edge of India, the Greeks and Romans did not ven-
ture very far from the Mediterranean basin.

Although there was probably some trade between the
West and such distant places as China in very early times,
the Greeks and Romans knew little of the Far East, or much
about Africa and certainly nothing about the other conti-
nents.

GreeK and Roman sailors never ventured beyond the
southern tip of India. Even Herodotus, the Greek historian
and traveler, never went further thag Tgrkestan on the
Asian continent. The firstvmention of silk mat=rFEsl is
found in a journal of one of Alexander's lieutenants who

explored the lands of the Indus River and the Persian Gulf.4h/;125 Bl;-
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Le=3368=R=-6-. At the time of Augustus, historians and

geographers for the first time wrote of the land of Silk or

Seres - meaning China.vBoth Horace and Propertius wrote of

SerFtEEs-the people of China,
Needed 1o
who mest- be held under control by Rom

as those who caused trouble and
é/like the German
tribes beyond the Rhine.

The first book to mention the regions lying to the
north of the Ganges was written by an unknown merchant of
Alexandria. He put fhg country of China to the north of
India. Chinese history tells of an ambassador from the

Roman Empire and of an envoy of Marcus Aurelius Antonius

who is said to have reached the Chinese capital in 166 A.D.

The journey to the Land of Silk must have stirred the

blood of the Romans and quickened an excitement akin to

- T the recent hund
Weetets

our contemporary race for the Moon and t=sk

‘n?

From 166 A.D. to the present, there have been an unend-

ing flow of tales and stories and adventures coming out of
N e G

China. World history is filled with the endless fascination
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which Westerners have had with China. Era after era has had

its own saga to tell of the adventures of those who have

ventured to the Far East. One of the interesting events of

the last ten years has been the reawakening of diplomatic,

cultural and economic ties with China. Our current Vice

President George Bush, was our first post-war emissary to i

mu t/{”\.

chinathest qave Nim @ =pecial aura_ as he campaigned
Cor o€ ce last vear,

Of even more importance than the tales of adventure
through the ages, which most of us can only read about, has
been the constant stfeam of goodssilks, spices, and
especially porcelains, which touched the lives of most west-
ern peoples over all the centuries. Indeed, the generic
"hame for the fabric first manufactured in China was silk
from the early name for the Land of Silk, and the generic

AT S

name for the dishes used for food in everyday living is

,

"china." Hence the name of this talk: The China Connection.

The China trade-the exchange of Western goods and

money for the fruits of Chinese ciViliation has been unique
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in human history. No other culture has so long created
goods of lasting value to other countries and civiliza-
tions. |The only disappointing thing about our trips to the
Moon has been that the astronauts could bring no artifac?s

or examples of another culture back with themn. This is not

i

to say the scientific knowledge acquired on those voyages OF exﬁoaxhoﬂ

OEwssteratton will not be of far more lasting value than

all the silks and porceclain brought back from China in the

last 1,000 years?}E?E;:;;;;i>
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The Romans delighted in silk garments and at least one

Emperor wore silk gauze robes in the summer.(ﬁxamples of Clh\GQSEE
I ‘mg\u(f’mg soch warm weather robes
sucly are in the current magnificent exhibit”’of
Chinese clothing at the Metropolitan Museum in New York:>
oman
That thi§Atrade with China was costly is shown by the fact
that some historians have said that the enormous cost is

one of the reasons attributed for the decline of the Roman

Empire. Because of the cost, after a time, Roman mariners

no longer sailed to the Far East.






The trade abandoned by the Romans was soon taken up by
Moslem merchants on behalf of Byzantine and Greek clientsy
In the 9th Century A.D., Moslem merchants left records of 1
their journeys from Egypt through the Persian Gulf to ‘
India. They stopped and took on fresh water somewhere along
the coast of Malabar and sailed to Ceylon. After rounding
the iMalay peninsula, the ships reached Canton and sometimgs
even went as far as the mouth of the Yangtze River. One of
these merchants talked of the fine "china" he brought back.
Fragments of chinese porcelains dating from that period
have been found in Cairo_and other middle-eastern sites.
They also brought back pearls and magnificent shells which
the jewelers of Europe used in making fine jewelry. There

N
is a record of 40 pieces of fine Celadon ware brought back

from China to the Sultan of Damascus in the vear 1171.
Despite occasional fOﬁays to the Far East by the

Moslems, the image of China left by the Greeks and Romans

had so faded from European consiousness that a Dutchman who
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ventured as far as Mongolia in 1252 was surprised to meet
Chinese prisoners at Kublai Khan's Court. He described them
as both ingenious and civilized! On returning to Europe, he
declared their skill as craftsmen to be excelled nowhere on
earth. He—a;se—sa§d=tha¥=they:pﬁedﬂﬁ&d:ﬁikk:@£~the:h¢ghest~
quali£¥—aﬁé—maéé—gcod~wiﬁe—£fem—%}eer

As you know, Kublai Khan, his father, and his grand-
father, Genghis Khan, were the rulers of Mongolia. They
invaded China and conquered it =272, after fifty years

s -

of warfaré} In doiég so, Kublai Khan brought the Sung
Dynasty to an end, and became lord of the East. He then
moved his court from Mongolia to China near what is now
Peking. His domain stretched from the eastern borders of
Poland to the Yellow Sea, from the Siberian Steppes to
India.

Nicolo and Mafeo Polo set out from Venice in 1260 on a
trip to find new markets for the products they hoped to
sell in the East. They traveled the so-called Silk Road,

the caravan route across hostile mountain ranges/&EE'
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stretches of the Gobi Desert, whose Arctic winters are as

N

./-\ /\
harsh as its torrid summers, to China's northwest wilder-
N b

ness. They expected to return to Italy with products they
could sell on the way back and in Venice. They went as far
as the Court of the Great Khan, the ruler of the Mongols.
They ewvsgZ=m®tiy met Kublai Khan who asked them many
questions about their country and especially about their

The Great Khan was noted Sor his Yolerance of all

rel \6:056 E
religion.AHe asked them to go to Rome for him and ask the -

Pope to send 100 missionaries when they returned.

When they reached 4y ot K s e

Y__—»re§§£g€d to Venice amd sent word to the Popejwho instead of
R

flecting the LUzd' > image ot the Eas+ the ’%Be

\ ¥9, sent two missionaries to convert all of Kublal Khan s
territory which consisted of Mongolia, China, Tibet,
Siberia, Turkestan, and Persia. When the older Polos and
the missionaries set out, they also took the young 15 year
old Marco Polo with them. (The two missionaries soon left
the travelers and returned to Italy.)

By the time they got to Mongolia, Kublai Khan had

moved his capital to China, so the Polos traveled to

now
Kambalu (ggiiiﬁg, Peking). Marco Polo seems to have been
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employed by the great Khan as some kind of emmisary, for he
traveled all over the Khan's domains for about 17 of the 24
years he lived there. In order to get along in China, he

must have learned at least four languages.

Upon his return to Italy, while a prisoner in Genoa,-
he dictated a book about his travels to a fellow prisoner.
Parts of his book were not believed by his contemporaries.
Many of the places he described were not visited again by
Europeans until the 19th Century. None of his discoveries
in Asia were incorporated in maps of the continent until
many years after his death. Some of the events he deécribed
in his book are authenticated by Chinese annals which were

his les
later found, but/{were cesteirdy not believed by his Italian

contemporaries at—the-time. How could any European believe

that a tartgﬁ'chieftan ruled a bigger, richer, and better-goveNWPJ’

LANLAA
gevermed empire than Rome had ever seen?

I

Marco Polo seems not to have been concerned about the

/_\./_\
ordinary life and habits of the people with whom he lived 4;‘50 many

N S Y cars}
for—so—meny—vears, but instead, he chose to record the mar-
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vels he had seen and heard about.

To Marco Polo and his stay-at-home contemporaries, the

wealth of the East made the strongest appeal. He remarked

that the Tartar conquerors dressed in Cloth of Gold and

b DERE

ermine and other animals.

S?Ikg/

SIS with skins of sable,

Throughout his book he stresses the pProdigious wealth of

the orient in gold, silver and pPrecious stones.

Upon their return to Venice in 1295 after an absence

of 26 vyears, his father, his uncle and he found they had

‘Qnd 3;ven op Sor Amd?

been aimest forgottenA’Their clothes were coarse and

tattered, the bundles they carried were bound in old cloth,

Qé-;ea#sa,.they=had=a%mest:fntgn+¢pn thefr‘ﬁs¥%$e—ux¥ﬁxu

It took some doing to convince people that i3

were the Polos, who had been gone so long. when tesz, their

W

éland friends were gathered around them,

hey really

families the Polos

began slitting open their old tattered clothes and bundles.

Revealed were silks, satins, velvet, damask and other fine

cloth hidden in the linings. Their bundles were filled with

quantities of rubies, Sapphires, diamonds, emeralds and

=i0=







pearls.

In the San Marco museum in Venice is a ceramic bowl
believed to have been brought back by Marco Polo. Among the

marvels of the orient introduced into European life by
/’_—N\"\
Marco Polo or voyagers who were there soon after he was,

\_____/
were paper money, spaghetti, use of coal for fuel, astrol-

ogy, astronomical instruments, and spices. Printing was

then used in China, but neither Marco Polo nor those who

(Tr\ve, C)n.r\e:c ‘F( 5f \nver’)*f\d P@‘ C(‘ A \}\e \_S_ Genﬁ)r\/ l\ b b OCk
r\n‘\\r\a \v\e_ an movea Kle Pe \
followed him seem” to have recognlzed 1ts worth/«D§SS¥%e The

ARL

. ’)Q_M Qe '7“»\)(\7 /
IE)éEﬁﬂif— the ‘many tales that Marco Polo told, he inspired only a
# -

dwindling trickle of emulators and none after 1340. The
West had less contact with the Far East dufing the Century
1350-1450 than it had in the previous 100 years.

Within 50 years of Marco Polo's return to Venice, the
dynasty of Kublai Khan felb and the succeeding Ming dynasty
embraced a rigidly Xe@ophobic policy. The curtain that had
been raised at the beginning of the 13th Century to dis-
close an intriguing picture of Chiniffell once more. Not

until travelers could again go to China at the beginning of

<11






the 16th Century, could westerners see for themselves the

riches of Cathay.
.

However, enterprising Arab seamen and merchants con-
tinued trade with oriental merchants along the sea route to
the Far East, the Middle East and India. Spices, fine tex-

tiles, ceramic goods and metal wares continued to reach

{
the‘#ﬁn‘é}st and Europe. The famous Topkapi Museum in

Istanbul is filled with Chinese porcelains of this period- aﬁw%=ﬂﬁ#@g\

are—rater, which were collected by the Sultans over the

Centuries.

European knowlege of all but the northern fringe of

Africa was just as scant as that of China. Portuguese mari-

ners gradually began exploring the coast of Africa as far
as the hump and brought back yellow gold and slaves - so-
called black gold. Unlike those who went to China, they

brought back none of the culture of the lands they ex-

plored. Under Vasco da Gama the Portuguese pushed on

s

further around the African Continent and up &8 East coast

and across the Indian Ocean to India. Despite the efforts

2 e
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of the Arabs to prevent it, da Gama was able to trade

Sor

with Chinese merchants in India and get a full cargo @n his

B e —

ships,\of Chinese spices, silks and pottery) The value of

that cargof when sold back home was enough to pay for the

cost of the trip sixty times over!

ig ﬁzu‘.«w

The riches of the East were at motivated Christopher

Columbus' explorations. He died believing he had discovered
islands that were off the coast of China and Japan and that
he was within easy reach of Cathay. From the places he

visited, he was no@ able to bring back much of value to the

Europeans of his day.

Cortez, and later Pizzaro made major disco?eries along
the way as they discovered and then plundred and destroyed
the civilizations of the Aztecs and‘the Incas. They took
back to EQrope much gold and silver and platinum, but
little of the highly developed civilizations of thé trggic
peoples which they conquered.

Later voyages of discovery throughout the World re-

sulted in lands to conquer and ultimately settle, human and

] T
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natural resources to exploit and continents to subdue, but
only in China and the Far East, have those voyages and con-
tacts provided the basis for a continuous trade in the fruitg

of a civilization far greater than that of the other partner |

(C}mmav 'Pr‘eﬁer\‘\s the largest UnbroWen |
to the transaction. tradition of cultoral achievement N ‘rl’\& |

Y\is*ol‘\/ oF man.

One of the few references Marco Polo made to the mag-
nificentbporcelain of his day was when he remarked at its
small cost. Today, one of the pieces of porcelain or bfonze
macde in China during his era, brings hundreds of thousands
and sometimes millions éf dollars on the art market.

By the 15th Centur% porcelain was included iﬁ gifts
from the Sultans of Egypt to the Doges of Venice. After
Vasco da Gama's ;oyage of 14;;~:;opened the European sea

route to the Far East, porcelain was brought to Europe in

ever-increasing quantities and soon even the poorest mon-

 / 4
archs could boast a few specimens in their treasuries. The’%dgkaﬁ“AL\

Emperor Charles VvV apd Philip II of Spain a=et Henry VIII and
/C J / i i call 3 knowr\ ‘H'\CL
ﬁwaﬁﬂj“ ‘ |
Queen Elizabeth all had rare examples of porcelain,(Philip ' :

of Span i of Poree\akr\ in " (‘.o\\e.a‘hdn-)
IIprhad 3,000 piece§&)

Ly







By the 17th and 18th Centuries the mania for things
Chinese and Far Eastern was so pronounced among leaders
that every princely palace or Grand ducal mansion had its
porcelain cabinet glittering with chinese plates, botﬁles
and jugs. The best beds were hung with chintz from China
and every lady of fashion had an Indian shawl. Maes- beales
wepe.pggéfshed of~orianbtat travels- - -mang-witten X sem=
Chafr tr=¥siors R nevee Ioft Emrsme. Tea seems to héve
reached Europe and Engl;nd about 1650 and became almost a
necessity of life soon afterwards. And of course,.one need-

ed Chinese tea cups - really bowls without handles é? drink

it from.

¥<n\3 Louis XIV in 1670 erected a little pleasure house in

Chinese sfyle-fzm:Mme$=dc=McntsE§an called the Trianon de

Porcelaine in the park at Versailles. Not long after, many

exquisite little building/in the same style were built at
-

other courts all over Europe. Soon there were Chinese pa-
godas, latticed tea-houses and "Confucian" temples in every

corner of Europe. Inside, these little temples anaéiﬁagga

A fﬁgﬁé@ W






and ndeed \n The

/Fooms in the palaces themselves, were filled with Chinese

lacquer and fine porcelains. That these buildings had

can Ve atieivoted Yo Yhe

little to do with true Chinese arcbitecturahmas G-mesn -

Many accounts o0F China travels Ihen be}r\% written by arm cl\d‘\(“
avthors who had never been Yhere.
|
|

tarrE. The vision of Cathay - an imaginary place, has had a
pronounced influence on Western viewpoint% at least since
the time of Marco Polo. Chinoiserie, as it is called, has
western
influencedﬁdecorative styles from the 16th Century onward.
It is still prevalent in some of the decorative arts today.
There are still Chinese and oriental gardens all over the
oCientn|
world. I know of one fine Japamese Garden and magnificent

collection of 17th.and 18th Century Chinese furniture with4n

iz fifteen-miles of Columbus.
So great was the demand for Chinese porcelain in
Europe that befofe the end of the 16th Century, Chinese
potters were producing large quantities of Blue and White- ware
w&re for the European market. In the 17th Century, Queen
Anne in England decorated the rooms in her various palaces
and plates

with porcelain vasespon every shelf and surface - even on

the ledges above doors and windows.

L
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A passage in Marco Polo's book, later eﬁbroidered by
others, indicated that true porcelain manufacture was some-
how connected with the art of magic. As late as 1640,
Europeans were still ascribing magical properties to porce-
lain.|The origin of the Delft potteries in Holland, is
still uncertain but by 1614 a factory was built for the
production of blue and white wares in imitation of those

from China because of the enormous cost of the real thing.

iMedici had tried to eéncourage porcelain manufacture in

pottery
Italy but failed,Ln:#&g?j In the 1680'5Afactories‘sprang up
in France for the ﬁanufacture of pottery. All over Germany
the rulers imitated the Sun King's Court, manners and
taste. Thus, much effort went into the discovery of hard
paste porcelain. Soft paste‘éorcelain or pottery as we know {Y J

;éydid not achieve the splendid lustre and brilliance of

hard paste porcelain from China.

The story of how the secret of oriental porcelain was

/\
discovered at Dresden in the early eighteenth century is as

N i

fantastic as any fairy tale by Grimm. Augustus the Strong,

2 By
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Elector of Saxony and King of Polan%AAwas so fanatical a
devotee of oriental porcelain that he was supposed to have
swapped a whole regiment of Saxon dragoons for 48 of the
King of Prussia's porcelain vases. (They are known to thig
day as the Dragoon vases in the Green Vaults at Dresden.)

The Elector's collection grew at an even more alarming rate

than his bastards (S5o—ck

courtieors aour reatized- that he wenddlaghrupt e State RE

oy

T wo : ot (Poree,\a.'\r\ mald! ng .
axahe"hﬂsworked for years and finally discovered the processa |

Augustus established the Royal Saxon Porcelain Manufactury

at Meissen, 12 miles outside Dresden. True porcelain of

fine quality was made there for the first time in Europe.

/"‘\

It was a combination of the right clay and of high tempera&ure %*F}AS
N, )

tare fHmg, which achieved the long-sought-after equiv-

alent of the Chinese product. Although the secret of porce-

lain was guarded with care, it soon leaked out and other

factories were started in many other parts of Europe.
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Meanwhile, the Dutch East India Company had been

formed to trade in sSpices, porcelains, teas and other

Chinese products.

The British East India Company which was chartered in
1600 only came to life in 1662 after Charles II married
Catherine of Braganza. In her dowry was Bombay (Imagine
P(‘o\/‘mc,e,

getting a whole commtsy by marriage!) When the advantages

of access to the harbor of Bombay were realized, trade with

India and the Far East feally increased as did the interest

of the British in products from those countries. In 1699, a
particularly rich shipment of teas and porcelains increased

the Company's interest in trade with Canton. By 1715, the .- . ~The
British East India Company had a highly organized trading

station at Canton, with a regular schedule for shippingg-

’T{gfoughout the rest of the eighteenth century, the Company

dominated the China trade.

-14-
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Other nations had entered the trade earlier with minor

success, if not lasting importance. The Swedes, Danes,

Prussians, Austrians, Hungarians, Italians and the Parsees

from Bombax}all sent ships to China. The Russians also

engaged in China tradi)but they used overland caravans

where there was no competition with other Europeans.

The Spanish do not seem to have had any
direct contact with China, because after 1571 they had ng
need to go there. Chinese junks traveled to Manila and the
Spaniard/shipped the géo@s to Acalpulco and transhipped
them across Mexico and then on to Spain. So many Chinese
migrated to Manila that much>of the trading business passed
into the hands of the Chinese, which angered both the
Filipinos and the Spaniards. In typical Spanish colonial
fashion, they met the problem by simply massacring the
Chinese merchants every few years. This further increased
the Chinese Government's hostil;ty to foreigners generally,

and the Spanish in particular.

«20=
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fudtelileidl o experience. of  the Chinese with the lawless

Portuguese, arrogant Spaniards and 4o forceful British sea Cklpﬁhjrxg

Captasms, not only increased their disgust with the

"Barbarians" but also impressed on them, the necessity of f«:]]LM{S
imﬁs \‘\n'\\\*s on fh&\f\

hdealingtwith b foreign traders. When the Manchus had

taken over China in 1644 after the fall of the Ming

dynasty, they found it convenient to maintain the old

tribute system, and foreign traders had to conform to thi

=y

although they were not always aware of the reasons for all |

the restrictions that So often irked them. In 1757, the

Chines ureaucracy decided to 11m1t a
G very 6mml ofea. ot (,60
trade thGan%en.

ll forelgn seaborne

There the business was placed in the hands

treat all foreigners as if they were representatives of

nq%&o- who were bea

Emperor./{ The Chinese bureaucracy reflected the Confucian

ring tributes to the Chinese

attitude of favoring agriculture over commercial activity.

The ruling class in China down through the ages has always

viewed manufacturing of goods as a less desirable activity

Bert)
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It has been suggested that this is the reason why China
has still not had a successful transition from an agrarian
economy to become a modern industrial state. Whereas Japan
which had no such Confucian tradition or bias against
commercial activit*,has made the transition so easily and
spectacularly! (;)
QIR

When the first Americans arrived in Canton in 1784,
the French and British merchants were helpful in smoothing
the way for the Americans with Chinese officials. However,
an intense rivalry goon developed between the British East
India Company which was still a monopoly, and the indepen-
dent Yankee shippers. In a short time, the Americans became

second only to the English in the Canton trade.
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Daniel Parker of New York. They outfitted the ship at a

cost of $5120,000. It sailed in February, 1784 and the

vessel arrived at Macao on August 23, six months later. A

e

[
cargo offGi;g;:é was exchanged for tea and other goods, and
| g,

G,

|
The Empress of China returned to New York on May 11, 1785.

|
sk _@
bt ST .

Soon after, Congress sent the first United States Consul to

Canton.

After only six years of trade, the United States was

7 <
: %7€ﬂq 61LL£~\éa ¢
buying frem—€irina one-seventh of our total importgm The

trade increased dramatically through the years prior to the

War of 1812, when it ceased entirely for three yearé. There-

after, 30 or 40 American vessels arrived every year.
— e ————

R?EEEEEEL_EEEAEhiS shipping was between America's East

Coast and China! For the most part, the route was via the

West Indies, Europe, Africa.and India because we needed to

trade our American goods along the way, for products which

the Chinese wanted, since they didn't have need for most of

et
—
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the things we could trade. Basically after a while, we
learned that they wanted Ginseng, furs and silver! It was
estimated that we had shipped over $180,000,000 in silver
/( & &‘aJJ/@'é.)W)
specie to China in the years 1784-1854. Opium was also sent

to China. In return, the traders brought back sugar, tea,.

silk and other textiles and chinaware. Later, lacquerware,

camphor, firecrackers, fans and grass cloth were added to
the list of products which the ships sold at various world

ports on the way home or in America once they got here.

24 i
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The American shipowners, their representatives, and

the captains who managed their ships)were men of tremendous

2

enterprise and initiative willing to take huge risks for

possible profits. Unlike the men of the British East India

Company, they owned their own ships} for—the—mect=pans_
fFeE:5f:ﬁ3ﬁ@ﬁb&ifﬁﬁf&ﬁﬂ%?@piet%eﬂs. When the rest of the

Western world was deeply involved in the Napoleonic Wars,
the Americans, as neutrals, benefited by carrying Oriental
cargoes for the beligerents. With their strong commercial
ambitions, the Americéns competed so succesfully with the
British East India Company in the 1820's and 1830's that
the British crown withdrew the Company's ménopoly in 1834,’
but the Americans still dominated the trade even in compe-

tition with independent British traders.

“‘\

The British finally broke the old imperial tribute [CD*?WV

3 N—r’
sagﬁﬁﬁgby defeating China in the First Opium War of

1839-1842, which marked the first step toward obtaining

from China, the recognition of the equality of other

g
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nations. Because of the violent acts of aggression by the

v

\\*“’,x/

which followed soon after, additional Chinese ports were
opened and Canton's importance for foreign traders declined.

Why did the Americans enter the China trade in the

{

first place? For one thing, after the Treaty of Pari%%
Rt

ending the War of Independence, British navigation laws

prevented American trade in the West Indies and with<i;§§;1b~g —
gggiﬁﬁa, both of which areas had been of fundamental impor-

tance to colonial commerce. Blocked temporarily from these

prime sources of commerce and not as yet a manufacturing

country, the United States was in need of trade. In the
Orient, she had nothing to fear by Way of English domina-
tion, for the British East India Company's monoboly no

longer applied to Americans. Moreover, a market for
Chinese products had already developed. Tea and other
Chinese products were popular in America, and American-
-raised Ginseng was popular in Canton.

26
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China, much porcelain was brought back either as ballast in
the holds of the ships or as a speculétive cargo. Antique
stores still sell fadmedsped-mrge quantities of this kind of
china made for the export market in extensive "factories"
north of Canton and shipped down to Canton for sale through
the merchants. Generally, these were made in shapes accept-
able to European and American customers. There are plates,
platters, bowls, cups (genefally without handles) pitchers
and various serving pieces. Mostly they were utilitarian
N

objects. All of this ware was hand decorated and some of
N o~

the patterns are easily recognized as tobacco leaf,

fitzhugh, star border, etc. In addition there was a rather

€N 5 8
extensive business in custom decorated ware)which usually
) V ‘\-J i

carried a family crest or family motto o?\full coat of

arms. Each country trading in China developed products suit-

()6¢$ﬁ

able to its own market. These are easily recognized.}| Next

month, there is a sale scheduled at Christie's in New York

of several pieces of Chinese Export Porcelain made for the
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Spanish market in the 17th and 18th a o
D X (% o(l» @ \L/QL(
Centuries, which will doebtFess bring fantastic prices—into
the hundreds of thousands of dollars. Since many of the
products of the China trade were more perishable than porce-
lain, this product more than any other remains as the tan-
gible reminder of this important trade. It is estimated
that over 60,0mﬁqgfies of chinese pottery, stoneware and

porcelain/were made and exported by China through the

centuries!

The most renowned exémples of Export Porcelain in
America are the complete dinner services made for George
Washington and other officers of the Order of the

Cincinnati/(that group of Washington's officers who fought

Y

in the Revolution. There are a few pieces of Washington's

Cincinnati service at Mt. Vernon and mz#ty examples are in
the Henry Frances duPont Museum at Winterthur near

Wilmington, Delaware. These pieces are literally priceless.
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After about 1840, the superior quality of the product
made in China declined and there was far less world-wide .
demand for it. After the Civil War, the China trade almost
entirely died out. After that, the potteries and porcelain
manufacturégvgioEurope became increasingly popular in

/AN

supplying American markets formerly dominated by China-
ware. Later, American factories developed porcelain
comparable to that of Europe. Only recently/have Chinese
goods begun to appear in American stores in very limited

quantities.

—

As I said earlier, the distinction between the trips
to China through the centuries is that on each of those
.pumberless trips,| goods,| things} silk, spices and above all
porcelain, was brought back from the strange i%fce which

was the source of so many dreams and daydreams./ Our own

quest for the Moon and the recent explorationg to Jupiter

: Can
and beyon? are for pure knowledge or science.:ﬁsa\Wéxo ly

hope that man will profit as much from the knowledge ac-

quired on these trips as it has in all the years of the

China trade. 2:[1
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