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NEWSPAPZRING

If this were a serﬁon, I might choose a text from ProYerks---the
25th chapter, 20th verse: "Where no wood 1s, there. the fire goeth out;
s0 where there i1s no talebearer, the strife ceaseth."

Reversing the thought, where tzere is no strife there need be no

tolohannman  Or as a city editor once put it---There's little news in a

n the handmaiden of history since man felt the

'ing on and to tell others about it.
gzorded
3 wa;{iget lloited form and posted in publlc

A i
o pL"es‘aQFXSE;;;% hanéd written letters. The Roamans
« = | X

>d ACTA DIURNA and China had news letters as early
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ewspaper 1s thought to 7? the Avisa Relation oder i

.

ter, John Campbell, /first wrote &’!&W |
riy, The Boston News-Letter and sent it to colonial

2. In April, 1704, he began printlng and distribut-
the
atarting a,§ first true newspaper 1n Vorth Ameriua.
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er’s name wes Henry Ingram Blake and he was employed by:tne Pallaaium. ‘

G of Tt vee
ég:br he used his own ukiff to row aut and meet returning ships/before

,they landed. iy i
N papers - : : :

Later the New York E-:uq;(ﬁiiiiiiiiuxzremployed fast eclipper ghips to
. S - ol |, N gl f y
megt incoming vessels to get the newg,auA4/ [ntms 1 s /“U“*‘kyf L

: send-
The telegraphr, and then ‘the telephone ané wireless, made the“gzmﬁ’na
, £

Aing of newg & matter of minutes instead of days or months. N
The linotype machine replaced hanaaet type. The rotary press speecea
- o O

a go.men age.
;7 N

up printing. American newspaper. wer

The geolden age ¢f newspapers may be dated from sometime-after the Civil

War to the end of World War I.
Nl :
The newgpapers, had a virtual m0uopo¢y on, public information. lessshoaes:
enougn
:Egﬁi Printing haé advanced,tc make big nchpapers pocsible and profitable,
2 Ny 2 oeté A
but it had “ot w‘”“

10 th peint of ezgy color printing which later
“SFErLEaxLRE encouraged the modern magazines. Radlo and television were

still in the future.

bv EEZRZ rapild travcl for people. There vwerg books and magazines, but not

many for the magses. The newspaper was the staple rezding matter in €&

A s i o ; "

“2mgSEET Axerican homes, along wlith the bible and the zail order catalogue.
AL [{’j ’ :

This was*tqe golden era of newspapers as commercizl ventures. The country

was expanding westward. An ambhtious young fellow with a shirt tail full of

-
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type, @ hand press in his wagon and a few reams of paper could, and often
g i M i P A U
did, follow the ploneers and start a newgpaper in : = r LOown.

-

This was the era of Frank Munsey, and James Gordon Bermnett. Munsey was

s

known the dealer in dailies, for his ruthless congolidationg of papers he
A a——— — ,

pbcught up. Bennett was a great influence. He had started the New York Herald

2]

in a cclﬂﬁ),in 1835. He had a drygocds box, a couple of chairs and §500.

H
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-wag the
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5@ of newspaper enterprise., He put zest in reportins.




,ureh,~his own privatevaffairs, he reported

~with a freedom that sho ked,his stamd contemporaries. He left to his son

of the same name one o? the most profitable paperq in history The son

‘>carr1ed on, sendin; Stanley to Africa to find Dr. Livingston, Jumping into

any enterprise that promised intereat for his readers and circulation for
his paper. His pzper started a ii;i relief fund for starving Ircland with =
~gift of $100,000. » ' :

This wag 2lgo the dzy of éEE:i Horace Greeley and the Trlomne, cp( ﬂz
Louisville ;
nenry Watterson anéd the/Courier Journal.

W l

E.W. Scripps founded the Cleveland Press, the firgt peper in &

) -
what was to become the Scripps-Howard Newspaper*i(b4‘°~vv'o
‘ playblll
The San Francisco Chreonicle was started as 2 glve-away theater preswas
in 1865.
Senator Geoeﬁe Hearst in 1887 turneé the San Francisco Exaaminer,
which he had tzaxen in on a bad debt, over tc his son Willlam Randolph.
‘The Chicago Tribune wasg started in 1847, with 400 copies printed on a

hand press.

.

The cuccess of the Tribune in New York encouraged Henry 3&%2; Jarvis

-

Raymond to establish The New York Times in 1851. But where Bennett could

¢

start the Herzld on €500 in 1835, Iassissewms

newspaper standarcs

had changed so much in 15 years that Raymond had to pay more than §$50,000
for necessary egulipment and hadto spen $lO0,000,pefore his paper ghowed a

s

Ppublishing
Greaz\hnn§zfa7§f?§’empires were started during this golden age of
the American newspaper.
The growth has néver stopped. Some papers have gone, others have gtarted,
but total circulation has steadily advanced. Americans QEE%? abolt

\wiem‘ - Jiﬂéu/.

buy
&L - - e
e nillion “emsUapeﬂsqnuguniugﬁ and spend some 2% million doll for them.
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; : family
new era arrived Radio~join=d the newspaper at thi‘fireside. Good

L0

rocads and the auuomobile took the family away from the living room. Books
~and magazines be%&me, & o not b tter at leest much more numercus and attagct
S pomcsy ' Presentation g

ive. Lately we have seen Television,arrive.w1th a meex visual nﬁaﬁnﬁgggagféﬁ

% . 5 .
things and places that puszg new dimension ©oOn reporting.

. i ewspauens;gz reported all these marve as they came along, but secret-
ly quaked in fear lest radio and then Television anld supplant them.

I It didn't happen. Radio and Television took a share of the adveruiaing
but uhe publlc atl;l neeas

dolwar, and a share of our readers' time,
and ouz§ newsp“pe”s.

l .
L.gadio broughggound. Television brought sight. Both of these can give

® = -5 s
“eesemmpsni® an effect to their presentation that‘newspapegzéannot match.
bound

\ Yet each 1s p#¢ by the limit of time. T
<the loud speaker and the picture on the TV screen are there but &an instant.
Thé'news?aper hclds on to history 2 little longer, keeping it before
our eyes for a few hourg or a few days, before it passes into oblivion
] i " %
or into the record books.
There are 1786 daily newspapers in the United States, 327 belng morn-
ing papers and 1459 evening. Tﬁere are 545 Bunday papers.

while there have been many l.proveazents in
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;tlng machinery, the same

basic patterm has been followed---the setting of type,

gggsxparrangin t“e type in a page form and printing g;~from it direct on

- N
lat, press or the making of a matrlﬁ b
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flaw page of type, drying 1t and casting irom the matrix a circular

for prin ing on a rotary press.
\ ..-e.n/ \ Fs P 2V2, -2 JMML
Pi: tures were first printea by etching,%n wocd or stee%ff#_gTGE_gd

L i
4 printing gq-;;\&'l‘hen the hal; tone was made, oy M&?_ﬁ rinting =

the‘plvture on a- sensitized zinc or copper plate end etching it with acid

\
to. express lights znd shadows in tiny &diiiiigggzgggzﬁg_:aised dots on

the metal so it could be lmpressed on paper in the samne manrer as type.

New methods are cowlng into use. Teletypesetting eliminates the man who
runs the typesetting machine. Letters are symboli,ed in perfcorations on a
tape. The tape 1is ruﬁ through a machine where tkhe holes in the tape
activate the proper letters 23 on the typesetting machire. The tape 1is
punched on a machine féigzzzzhuzgzxi by impulses either at the scene or
a thousancd miles away and carried by.éEE;;;;kx wire.

Still another method iz thke fotoﬁ;ggsetter. This combines photography
with the mechanical typesetting machine. It uses the same aatrix, which
is assembled in a line andé then automatically rg&ingiputed. But whereas

the 0ld matrix had a mold of the letter on its edge, the fotomat has a

PRk character 4n 2 transparent hole in itg sice. As tre mnat 1is

Nt [ ol _
lined up, it is recorded by a keg; onfphotograpni~ filn. Er=—=—=S=sseoor
- | 4
paEsesscis-belng-installdedsdn=Splunoue—at=ids— J§<9
‘=?staﬁ§§ There are inree maln steps in newspager tlng——-typesetting

and compqzﬁition, stereotyping or the mak ng‘glof the printing plate, and
the press which prints from the plate. '

Teletypesetting anéd photosetting‘speed up type settiné. é;E;;EEEEEEg.
Stereotyping, or the making of leaé plates, can e eliminated in some
processes, §§§§§z by printing directly from type or from a plate made by
photoengraving.

wexx Tnere nust be = press of sole sort, 1o make

multiple imprintss Xerography icla new zand tiry raplc process devised at
Z . g

patielile Institute,/;nd I am sorry Slyade wil-.laams cannot be here to explain




Fa.iau%ee_ /’7\.0\/

There is a qubstitute,for‘photoengraving. Insteﬁd of a zine plate

it more fully.

etched by acid, the fairchild engraver uses a not need%(hto etch the gﬁiﬁﬁi

(pictu;e on a plastic;plate It 1saau-uutﬁelectr§ﬁ proce;s, a scanning beam

:translétingUthe lightsféﬁr‘shadows from a photograph to the needle that

records them on the plastic printing plate. Thie may be done on the same
machine or Al & machine many miles away.

"This is merely a mechanical variaticn of the Telephoto principle of
sending pho*os by long distance telephone lines.
sO -uuvh

Many of these improvements ar ‘Kﬁo me kg\frl;tin: better but to msks

it VheaperZL}h4€%fz use ol ea%&%ﬁﬁgmx

highly pald and highly unionized craftsmen of the printins-frades.

ersarb legkjgxpe 1sive tnan the

—— - ———
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The character of newgpapers has.a%yajs varied, with tpe habits and
customs of the times, and as the perso;%lities of their publisherge have
varied. That has been true in the past and is still true today.

I recently reaé with great interest a chapter in z book published
on the 200th anniversary of mutual insurance iﬂ America. The book is
’iigkcailed Facing the Futﬁre's Risks, studies toward predicting the unseen.
Chapteps are written by different authors, But the one that interested

me mest was by Louls Bovkcr Wright, director of the Fclger Shakespeare

Librazry in Washington. It is a study of American soclety in the two centurics

T

from 1752 to 1952.

Mutual insurance wasA?ne of Ben Franklin's meny linterests. He saw that

F

communication was one of the greatest needs of coclonial soclety, He and

william Hunter, both n¢£§§§§§§ Dllahera, reformec the coloniel poetzl
M&Jc«»fw ffzq,‘—‘\.m Z’o ém»& Fltan {JC/;(/«v

systemélkFranklin and his half orvtnew James neered in making newspapers

4
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enterteining as well as informative. FPoems an terar%f pieces were mixed
" with the news iteams.

It was easy for the essay to beccae an
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papers were helping mold public senoiment;by expressing Opinions.'

Newsnapers playedsa great part in creating sentiment for reeista ce to

opp ession. Out of those £z====;?conflicts between the colonial spirit

of inaeyenaence and the obtuse and oppressive Br¢tish rule, wes born the

freedom of the;pregs/tha 7w&s séaled‘later in the United States uonstitutior
and which we still en1oy-~—anu =ometimes abuse-—--ioday.
James Franklin was Jailed in B ston for offenoing nrit£$h authority.
John Petef Zenger, éditér of the New York Journzl, in 1734 satinized T
corrupt royal government in_ihatﬁ§ommunity;‘§ He was thrown intohjail for

respected Andrew

W
[e¥)

-nine monthg. His trial, and his defense by the great zan

Hamilton of Philagelphia, set the pattern for press freedcm.'i-Tne hostile
Judge tried to assert that 'the Jjury ha@ ne right to define libel but only
to decide whether Zénger had printed the articles in gquestion.

Hamilton arguea that the Jury must decide whether critlcism of 1n—
justiqe is in itself libelous. He made a moving address to the Jury, and
it found Zenger not guilty. |

Freedom was not without license. De Tocgueville, writing on Democracy
in Americg,for a French audience, complained that democracy had no way of
curbing the‘license of irrespongible editors without”je perdizing the
‘principle'of the ffée preSs."There is nc medium between servitude and
extreme licensé," he sald. .
EEE!!!BEEqiNribht says, in his chapter on Amer¢can qoc1epy,<>3fhf;f"
"From time to time, espepially in periods of stress like the present,
we hear shortsighted batriote demanding laws to cufb those publications
of which they disapprove. They forget that tomorrow the laws which they
would invoke misht be turned agalnst them.

He adds: “The .most significant guality of the American press has not been

the inf’ueqce of its editorlal oain_on,




the public has access to*‘:w‘_stores of facuual in;o“mauicn now available.

Despite obvious abuses, the free press remains a2 bulwark, perhapQ the
stvongesu bulwark, against the cepture of American opinion by any totalitar-

ian aoctrine. 5%&/{~27v~&ﬁtg(
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 § spbke, a while ago, of the competition for the time of newgpaper

readers by other attractions such as radio, TV, traVel)and entertainment.

ERIRX These things have filled the growing dividend of

leisure time that labor saving inventiong have given us.

’ Bead
ﬁgxzgzxzﬁenegaggaggggé’yhen Franklin wrote that "an idle brain is the
A

devil's workshtp," there wasn't much leisure in American life. Women wers
kept busy with primitive methods of providing the family's food and cEGEEIEX
clothing. The labor saving devices we require today were not in existence

then. Man'es 1life was not much better. He worked long hours, for more work
T——— ' ) 8 .
was necessary tc produce enough to live en.

Techhical progresé,bas shortened the hE;;Eytime-néeessary t0 maze our
living, and has also provided us with numerous things t¢ occupy the ieiéure
time 1t Eaa created for us. 5o we still have more things to do than we
have 6? time io do them in. _
President Whitney GriSQQ1d bf'Xale asked. the questionﬁ ﬁWhat happens -
when we are all too»busy tovread, when our'wayé of iifs and worE)combined

with the substitutes for reading now in mass production and usi,finally

conguer our taste for reading as well as our belief in its utility?"

n

"We are succunbing one by one, he concluded, “to" te: chnological illiteracy

L




We have traqed in the mind eye fOr the eye s mind. _;

; ’\Vwo%; 1

The trends in American society over ‘the past 200 year~ have been

“eflected by the newspapers, and in turn have had a profuuna effect on them.

Literary stvles‘ehange, like the styles in aress, and tnere .m2y be a
s:p.n#&:bs& parallel..,
e / . - and
When men wore heavy broadcloth and women were rigld corsets x&dsfia

long dresses over multiple yetticoats, writing wes apu to be the same

way---rigid, long winded and stuffy - bwﬁ '
living W
When modern w,i? demanded more comfort in clouninL 2y alsc demanded

more comfortable reading. Shorter sentences, 1e=sﬁ pompous and flowery
rhetoric. What we in modern newspapering call readability.

years ago, set a new

w

Time magazine, when it leaped to pepularity %5
siyle. It started a2 vogue of terse, descriptive Eégééééaé% and & smarter
style. It tinged the Writing of a generation of young newspzpermen. Time
style has softened soﬁe with the years, but it still loves the keen,
biting phrase. The public seems to like the style, Jjudging from the _uccess
of time, and the other Luce magazines.

wggﬁxﬁzsﬂiﬁn%ﬁ§ewspapers, some of them, jcined in the popular sport of
hoaxing the public in- the lagt century. There have always been hoexes, but
the dawn of the scientific era, when a little knowledge of newly ihvenued

Rt sc1entif1e wonders made the uUDllC credulously ready tc believe any-

oo peal el S/ %/
thing, eeemed to aKe e Iielc for hoasz; 'here was the celebfated
: /’% Dd Spt £, T
Gﬁraif? Giant ch tu ned out to be 2 freauad carved from gypsur. Barnum and

&
his press agents put over several titilating hoaxes such zs the 161 year

0ld Joyce Heth, who turned out to be a good many years ycunger.

Une of the most celebrated newspaper hoayes "made" the New York Sun of

Benjaxzin Day. Inch@entaliy, he na of cen\Pay is still honcred in the
shading \
screen effept usea n newe per drw. ngs. .

Gurtis D. Ma& Doug&ll g8 book on "Hoaxes", kindly secured for me by Jim

kY




Po lard¥ tells~bow the',‘(ebrated moon hoax made the New York Sun 7Q5

R

fazo s.ixxserie”‘o)/hrticl s,' printed Lnoqmuhe ndinburnh Journeal o;

Agroved to be non- lstent, told of the discovary of life on
the moon,l;he year wag 1835} A Réx British astronomer,-Sir John HerSﬂhel,

Scien e; whiecT

had gone to the Cape"of GoodﬂHone to try out a new powerful telescope.
Remember theat communications in 1835 4did not perm‘t'ouic“ checking for
facts. Accoraing to the Sun, Slr John hagd, discovered/ through his tel-
escope a race of’ ﬁurry, winged men, resembling bats, living on the moon.
How thrilling.and hé:,believable,to the public of 1835, was this
fascinating description:
“wa counted threebparties:of thésé creatures, of 12; G and 15 in each,
N towards
walking erect,ﬁ’ia small wood..Certainly they were llke human beinge, for
their wings had now disappeared and their attitude in walking was both
eréct and dignifieé...They averaged four feet in height, were covereé,
except on the face, with short and glossy ;322: copper-colored hair lyiﬂg
snugly upon their %acks from the top of iheir %houljers to the calves
of their legs. ‘
"The face, which was of a ye*lowish flesh color, was a slight improve-
ment upon that of a large orang-utan...so much so tnag)but for their long

wings, Lleutenant Drummond said they would look as well on a parade a

» .
as some of the old coskney millitia. ...Their feet could be seen only as

o

£

(421

they were alternately liftehlin.walking, but from what we could. see cof
thém in so transient 2 view,-they appeared thin.and very protucerant at the

heel. We could percelve that their wings pobsessec great expansion and
the . —
were similar in stracture to these af bat, belng a -emafrnnﬁpar ent

membrane nxpanded in curvilinear a*visions by means of straight radii,
united at the back by the‘dorsar integuments. But what astonished us most

‘was the circumstance of the meambrane being continued from the shoulders

10 the legs,.united all the way down, though gradually decreasing in




Tyl :‘ ;

Width' The wings seemed GOmpletely under the comuzand Or volit 1on, for5~

% those of the creatures we saw 1n bathing- 4n the water spreaa them instantly
to their full widti h, waved ‘them &s ducks do theii?io shake off the water,
and tnen as ins»antly closed them again in compact fﬂrm4,<fnd ouute)

“The circulation of “t,he Sun rose, t.nanks tc the furry men qluhe' ;

moon. Rival ecditors were'frantic and some’ began lifting the Sun articles.

It wag not until the Journal of Commerce éﬁg asked permission to print thex
n pamphlet form that Richard Adans LOu&E, a oﬁmgnt young Sun man, admitted
: writing the rfaasex account out of %is own fertile imagination.

Before we laugh too much at our credulous ancestors, let's remember

. 1.7 H 3 - -
Orson Welles' men from Mars rEEiw program, wiich threw the xowe:

; : 5 2O F € cend .
radio audience into a dither Mg only Gsdatadsear-sO 2gC. Nol to mention

-

our own flying saucers.

e ich was hezdlined

Edgar allan Poe composed another Sun hoax in 1844 whi

7 via '
,,/(Lstounding News by Express ¥ Norfolk; the Atlantic Crossed in Three
- L -
days; Signal Triumph of Mr. Monck's Flying Machine. This bit of fiction,

known as the balloon hoax, lasted conly a few days, until it could be ascer-
tained that MoncK and eight passengers did NOT land near Charleston,
L _

South Carclins, after 75 hours in the air.

A modern instance~--not of a hoax---but of the press ~going off half

cocked, ory on "ODeration Smack/ in horen less tian a month ago.
R &fs-Certs
Uversealous repfrting, both by axBad anéz newspaper

word “Acena " was uSed, , brought {rp reproof of Operation

Smac =ongressaan br two, althoush tHe word "theater" has long been
3 i ¥ (,
used in describing waﬂA;As it wag later explained, the maneuver was planned

Sovmnd military :
for a gppg‘puwoose anq the observers wergiihere legitimately.




The”'newspaper ideal has been to keep factual reporting dlstinct znd

separate from the #e expreéssion of opinion. Opinion should be carried

adn edltoria;?ﬁnder the masthead, the news coluans kKept sacred for the re-

porting of facts.

Opinions on the facts. ' e

"News Slanting Is Alarming Press Threat" was the headline on a recent

ufiEE;; article in Editor & Publisher, the weekly trade paper of the news-
paper industry.

asslstant editor of the editcrial page

Hemilton Thornton,

cf the St. Louls Globe-Democrat, addressing the Tennessee Precs Association
4;% said:

"The growing tendency to slant news, evident in some of the nation's

&

Ly

papers, is a journalistic canker that can serlously underaine public con-

v

=ponsicilty."
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fidence in newspaper integrity and r
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"During the last political camp

-

an alleged blas in reporting speeches, crowds and miscellaneous stuzp

events. Undoubtedly some of the News Was x%igg;;% slanted, some of the

~

rs." end quote
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candidates glighted, by some

o
|
=

L o]

%)
n
”—. +
5
s}
part
'J'

»
e
(421

Political camgaigns are the times when charges of new

are most freguently Heard. Never can there be full agreezment on what

slan; really is. Often these whq&aqcuse papers of elanting the news merel:
want the news slanted in thelr favor. Many papers, during the past cam-

and The Citizen " B

EETryrREeex wais one of them, meticulously planned their
A ~planrt —

a S8 Ao b o ; 1} e - « Nt o d o a8 T mmad 4 A - o s i o g
candidates. The space glven each was measured almost to the inch. Generz.
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cigenhcower and Adlail Stevenscen % Dot

1ke wes here oriefly at noon and kX Stevenson was here for a major evening




) | ’hﬁk«ﬁ;
broadcast from Memorial Hall,wthe treatment given buevenson, both in siq!ggs

and pictures,‘was considerably larger 'than was given Eisenhower e ﬁhe
day 0f~his visit. s e

Yet the uiuizen was one o; the papers named by a oelf appointed committec

of, aathors, poets and playwrights,‘most of them in New York, as having

nted its coverage o7 é;i presidential election news. It is extremely

doubtful if all of the committee could have mzde an objevtivc study of all

the'papers achSS thef country which they named.

In making the charge they committed the same sin with which they charged
the papers.
There 1s no doubt that some psaspers are consistently slanted on certain
subjects or policies, reflecting the bias of their editors or owners. It
is not desirable, eerels, but 1t is true.
ﬁggihPerhaps we are too much afraid of prejudice. In a free country,

read and
with a free press, most people have ample opportuniiy tg/hea" reports and

opinions from many sources. Out of all they read and $ea£>tney form ‘their

own opinions---and their own prejudices.

The press has a great part in forming puclic opinion, not so much by

zar<guam

~

(I)

nitative persuasion but by infermative reoortlnc. And the papers theaz-

selves are in turnni-heavily infiuenced by ouHTic opinion. After all,

/)oh_'(/{‘ O Lk’m Al M L ‘C/ s
papers are written and edited bz,mvnue”; of ths ,‘ol;:. And the public are
A Y

theilr subscribers and patrons.
It has been sald that supreme court judges reaéatke riewspapers, and the

same can be said, 1n the same[%, , of editors. -

Newspapers and thelr readers are inseparable. There is an infinite

.

variety of readers,.and almost ag infinite a variety of new.papers. The

newgpapers of the United States.and their readers enjoy an intimacy and &

I belleve o mutual respect, that ic unicue in the world. Even in Britzin
’ < g ; s




At
oy sl

‘beuween ﬁ ne-wspapers and the governmenv
The London Letter in Editor and Publisher was recently headlined=--

10 Downing Sureet Press Relations Lor-nxistent. I quote, “Washinzton

-

correspondents recently celebrated ‘theilr 300th press vunferenﬂe with

President Truzan. Ameri‘an corresyondenus have yet 1o celebrate thein
first with Prime Minister Winston Churchill." énd;quﬁte.
Except during the war, when officiélg barriers against the press
in London were.iiii lowered’sohewhat, Americah newsmen have found that
gétting nevwg 1ig somewhat like pﬁlling teeth.
Journalists in Britain are not held in the same high regard that they
are in the United States. Une reason is that the prime minister znd oiher

ministers explain their policles before Parliauent, where the press can

hear and report,;iiﬁrwhile the U.S5. President and his cabinet do not sit

in the House of Representatlives and therefore make more use ¢f the press

to make theilr policies known.

The newspaper oOccupies z peculizr position in the community. It is
nt,

a business, requiring capital investmen
In a sense it is

and 1g operated to make a profit.

a factory, mzking & product for ExS=

sazle. It is a communicatior serv1ne for the carryinz of messag€s to the

-

public. It 1s show businegs, for i'
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service, toward which the public locks for help in advancing good causes,
‘¢:ani fight¥ees forces which threaten public welfaré)and expoiﬁﬁg and
@Er helpime correcE)abusés in government.

~
*

L It is scme of all of these things, but 1t is not entirely any of them.
4 earn

! As & business it mustiilgf’fgx;er:ial income, meet its payroll ancé buy

. o net expected of / -
_ ils raw materials. But it has a public resHonelgf**?j‘nstz most businesses.
M . ~
@y Chanberg of Commerce, Community Chests arg Cther welfare organizatiorns

re supported by assessments or public contributions. while tne newsgaper

1s expected to render many services for the public good, it Rexoriunnigy .




’f -does not, &nn muet not ‘1ook to publiu aonations for 1t= support.

i i

SEEundiszhe writing of newspapere is considered tc be the profession

of, jou"nalism,

S not 'ﬁ licensed by

government, as are many pvofessions sucn as medicine and the law.

At & ¥ L Sesppe = M oo
SRR ! can heartily endorse a“remark once made by our compuroller who

- ,»s,-

'Al-

had sat through 2 session of discussion of editcrizl problems at one of cur
editors conferences.

Shaking his head over the wide diversity of argument ané opinicn he
had heard, he said: "It is clear to me that editing & newspaper is not én
exact science."

Newspapers have rules of style and canon: of conduct. But most of the
rules have to be flexible. Since the unusuzl is the essence of news, we

freguently meet 1it.

_A Tulsa newgpaper was sued not long ago for refuging to publish a

letter submitied by a reader. The sult was thrown out of court. In general
a newsgpeser 1is n$§<%:2;;£~;v’§::nt enything, either =zs news or advertlsing,

except 1in correction of errcr in previoucsly published matter.

Libel 1s the bugaoco of all newspapers. f Gaug-rin;,zgg-writ145 and
Printing news
. _E?<in a2 hurry, as we must, 5 now anc. then legcés to honest error. There

are two kinds of licel---libel per se, 1n which the matter 1s obviously

lioelous, 'as in using the pictur £ ar. honsst ciivizen ©

O

[¢)]

ing 1t the picture of a criminzl. The other kind 1le: where daasaging staie-
ments or fects are publishing, and for this the procvable truth must be
the defense.
Lﬁgile we enjoy'a free press, newspagers are £§§5§E§ restriczted by
many laws and prohioitions. All states have laws regulating acvertiging

Tty <entlsts. Many have laws restiricting acdvertielng by dociors, lawyers,

opticians, chiropractors and politicsl candidates. The federal fur lacelling
act regulates fur adveriising. We are subject to all the taxes on real
estate and incoae.




St

Lf_reedom of t.he press‘is a.n inherenu right, not g0 much of the news-"'

naper prOprietor, but o thn}people. They have a right to know, and it is
;E not only the rig,ht but the duty of the newspaper to. in.;o*'m them.
! eedom of press and of‘_ public information is fer from being & world-

¢ as as
wide freedom. -T 2t press i‘”_‘eedom 1Ximportan %ioerty itself 1s attest-

-e¢ by the fact---so cften and so sordidly dexzonstrated by dictaiors---that
- tyrenny cznnot exist where the press 1s fres, where the people -are free
to know. —— X . X . ;
Z—In this paper I heve covered, lightly and superficlzlly, some of the
Lapicutsmex histcry, some of the technicues, some of the problexzs, that go
into our éaily nevwspaper. Since nearly all literate Americans rezd newe-
papers az part o. their daily lives, I wish that uore of them could under-

=

stand their newspapers better. I suggest that a course in Journalism, taught
fcr better

CXREIRE N0t as professional training but ° wewkrxins understand- .

ing of the newspaper as a source of infarmetion, would be helpful ovoihr to
&nd :

newspapers to their readers.

LBetter readers wlll make Deiter newepzapers.
- ~ : wWincdows,
| I hopge that, in this paper, I hzve crencd the of curiocsity, =
: . L NPlessare
CEESREESEx the coors of opinion, =0 that we may indulge in that wnich
csurpasses reading, 1istening or watching -—-& noovle anc enlightening art

of converssztilon. Thark you.

ot Yelde — 5 2 o,
Lal |






