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NEWSPAPERING 

If thi� were a sermon, I might choose a text from Proverss---the 

26th chapter p- 20th verse : '�Where - no wood 1 s, there . the fire goeth out; 
.... �, .. . 

s � ;'? .;,, --i:.., 

so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth." 

Reversing the thought, where ttere is no strif e there need be no 

a city editor once put it---There's little newB in a 

in the handmaiden of history since man �elt the 

)ing on and to tell o�hers about it. 
����de�

was � -rn l�itea. form and posted in public 
a.:., . � .· . . . " ·. 

� p\ces � h:nd written letters. The Roman:
,

�d ACTA DIURNA and China had news letters as early 

��� 
ewspaper is thought -�to " the Avis� Relation 

:. .. ... �� ... 

!,er, Jo hn Campbell,. f �irst wrote .�i1E16h�.:,f P•M� : �l
.rly, The Boston News-Letter and sent it to colonial 

• -x -��
;.

,-;· �-··, \. "J! 

Ld � In April,• l 704� he began printin_g and d.istribut-.. 
the . .• -, ,/ 't- �-�.:;,:: ::- -·�-- _., sta�t�ng· � 

f ir�
,:�t

�tr:Ye _ n�ws
�1�-:�./�;� �o.��:l�-�-�-��:�� •.�-}

�"' •• •• " :;,o. • � •. -. •- •'\:·., -,: -. h ._ J . • • 

earlier, a printe_d sheet o r· news had been· :issued. in 
,c:::=--.-· . ..... . . ., �. . . � .. -�� . ., 

.. -Lima, Peru� ��,_Jlllie:1111 � told of the capture, off the Pe·· 

.• • . . .. . ·• .. _· -- -·. . ·. _ ... : •. �· ·;._:-.-_ -f- :··,._-;:-· .· \ ·. ' -- �.- ., 

a e -�ard,· Hawki ,n 9'::,· 
� 

,. .:;� �, . � -·_ �-- (: �:�· i�� �·� 

-ao -e-·type made ,= . e-T - a- '�ri 
'-A .• • • \. • • � � • ·... '., ' -. •• -... .t . .. .. • � 

. � - � 1�.lient,·o�f:_iiiEU$.1,c': :r�s-te�-�comm .. ��'. · _.,··. ·.-·. · · .: ·-".' · " �-.. · , 
. � ·-,_'_:··. ·. · '. -�)-or. ·.. .-..-=��--�-:�---:•,:;-�i,�1�;-"' 

re and better n�w8pa 
. · .. :. :::t., 

- (j,.'.1



·." "'.,' ,\».~,~._ .'!to.

,'paper"S':":.
·l1i~"~.~_?it;.. iii=iiiitiii'iiniiw.,·.t~jUE·,employed fa st .:::c.lipp'er ship S .to

me~t Lnc omdng 'vessels to get- the news....•~ j~ [~ ~r-':::~
sena-

telephone and wireless, ,made the ~"1:<t!!'The telegrapbE, and then the
• 'ing of news a matter of minutes instead of days or months.

The-li~otyP~ machine replaced ~a~e~/~~e; The rotary press speeded

up printing. American nevspaper, w~' a golden age.
::.. -,. I "'-

The golden age of newspapers ~ay be dated from sometime-after the Civil

/

War to the end of World War I. - /'"'UAt:J..v-~/
The' newspapers,had a virtual monop~r~publiC information. ii +iii'i&mx

enough ,~:,." '_ I:,tlnting had advanc~J-j, to make bi6Ke ..•..'spapers possible and profitable,

-i-<c.:J:1"t~~but it had not _" _" to the point of e.asy color printing which later
~ 1/\

~N2 encourag~d the modern magazines. Radio and television were

still in the future.

~~£i,~ews eo.nmunj cat.i on by telegraph had not been matche d
,

for people. There ~erfJ. books and magazines, but not
..•.

many for the masses. The neitispaper was the staple reading matter ,in'~
M-N::r'.==S'~~Ameri~an homes, alon~ with the Bible and the ~ail order catalocrue..• --r;:;:..1~ ~ c

Thi s was~the golden era .o( newspapers as commercial ventures. The country--was expanding westward. An ambmtious young fellOW with a shirt tail full of-
type, a hand press in his wagon and a few reams of paper could, and often

p--- ~hf~1.:::f;j~
did, follow the pioneers and start a newspaper in "b•• j¥ 9 - z'Dr t.own .

1"\

This was the era of Frank Hunsey,. and james Gordon Bennett. Ivlunsey was
~

known the dealer in dailies, for his ruthless consolida-tions of papers be
;.. ----

bO;.lght up. :Bennett was a great influence. He had started the 1-'ewYork neralc.
OJin a cel~ in 1835. He had a drygoods box, a couple of chairs and ~5JO.

He .wa s the ~postl;_Of newspaper enterprise., He p t zest in :;:-6Po:ting•



hlso;wn' private a'ffaira}",he
.' .:: \, .~. ~~~

s stamd -conteapor-ar-I es .•....B~'~l~ft
.;"if.~:'.~-

to .h1.s .scn
. ·1.. .. • '

;~~i'.o~tz:~.:..:,~~~nam~ ~,~~,~.f, t~~'~~ost pro'fitable papers in 'history. The son

," car'riedon., sending S1:-anley .....tq Africat~~:~~,-':;~:..-;.."~_<...~:2;,;~~:~,~~:~,~'~/'"'<;.'7:~Y:~.·~1. ~,~~1foi~~;':'~. . .-'
:~;jf~.:·.anyent:erj>rise:;;that ;pro.miS;edtlnteregt, fox his ',reader.s -a.nd, 'circulation ;for

·,.,.i.·"·"f:'~~ ,~-=:' e-, • ).4"ot.i _tr! «r, ,._'...... ."..., ~~-.'~~.'~:-:.' ,.',.,. .'- .•-~... .• • ~

" '.- ' :'h1.'S Jl~P~~". ;1's'paper 'st~r'~~'~'~ ~ relief fund for starving Ireland with a

to find Dr. Livingston, jUlIlping into~ . .• . . .•.
._."} ,~:: .,. ...-;: -::' - .....-

gift of $100,000.

Thi s was 'a1 s9 the day of ~
Louis'Ville
thXGourier

~
Horace Greeley and the Tribmne, ~ ~

W~Dr"i i'@jf-laCU;X
Journal # ~~K,~)(ifw!35i!!!!l!i!]lPsElEef[rsi'_M8tiuiD"-.Henry Watterson and

E. W. Scripps founded the Cleveland Press', the fir§t pap e r- in o;r:r

what was to become the Scripps-Howard Newspap'er;rd.~ ,

The Ban Franc isco Chronicle was started as a give-away
playbill

thea ter J P "'f!' Ii;]!

in 1865.

Senator Georje Hearst in 1887 turned the San Francisco Examiner,

which he had taken in on a bad debt, over to his son William Randolph.

~be Cpica~o Tribune was startea in 1847, with 400 copies printed on a

hand press.

The success of the Tribune in New York encouraged Henry ~ Jarvis

Raymond to establish The New York Times in 1851. But where Bennett co~ld
S' z:w "co;".fnft5CfflMi1! ••••~.v..., ..••

~tart the Herald on $5~0 in 183~, i••~~aBa.g ••nwOCnewspaper standarQs

had changed so much in 15 years that Raymond had to pay more than $50,000
\ " .~~

for necessary "equipment and haqto spenJ$lOO,OOO~before h1s paper showed a

p r-o f Lt .~b~rGreat ... . empi r-e s

the ~nerican newspaper.

were started during this golden age of

The growth has never stopped. Some papers have gone, others have- started,

but total circulation has steadily advanced. Americans..;:;;:atbuy 3.bo:':lt
, ~~1 ~ \. Cv;=~
- ::lillion newspapers - ., - and sp end some 2~ million dollfr'.rS for t.hea; .-~ ../ It

ll1 )



; ~~.,·:{1,~'
faml·1.,y· ~_ ~ '. ~~~.
the)!lreside.' Good •

......
, ,~.... . -: .,

the c6i:nmunlcatlon fleld largely
::'<:~~:~-;~;ar·,C;.~~1::?' " ' ~'1::;;""',~;~):,:::' '

to tiliemselves---endedshortly after World....

at
,
, 'roads and the aut.omcb l Le 'took the family aw.ay from the living room. Books

... ~;..and _magazines becAme, ,if not better at least much mo~e numerous and att~ct-. <:.' .,..' :, -e . , ' ' ~ , presentation '1,"
:.ive. La teLy we have seen Television,arrive.with a ~ visual J:US,tie.i2gy'X ()
.things .and pl-e.c es t.ha t pu'~ new dimension ~n r-epor t.i r.g ,

~ewspapers~ reported all these marvels as they came along, but secret-

. - ly quaked in fear lest radio and then Television 'would supplant them.

wt didn I t happen. Radio and Television took a share of the adverl,ising
but the public still needs

our readers' time, RftidJsjc--s ,c" "-2 tnr g£;e''{:'h,*
, "', rdollar, and a share of

.arid b.~'y? newspapers.
0() a~c"'U TD:45a .~;ti;!;\p tJ i P 8J8JUlP l!B:e~lI!lftee8\;,i; 8ii!iI:; who"- ewli 8ttIIW.W

I
~ad1o brOU&~tBound. Television brou&Qt sight. Both of these c~n.give

f"" ,At ~' '.$j"
""vEiua, UPQ;i«" an effect to their presentation that 'newspaper /-.:aI1..Dot match.

Yet each is ~*d /9-betA!!!!! by the limi t of ti,me. The sound from

~he loud speaker and the picture on the TV screen are there but an instant.

The"newspaper holds on to history a little longer, keep'ins it before

our eyes fOr a few hou~~ or a few days, before it passes into oblivion
•

or into the record books.

There are 17B6 dail~ newspapers in'the United States, 327 being morn-

ing papers and 1459 evening. There are 545 Sunday papers.

\';b.ile there have been many i..Jprove:nents in printing machinery, the same
, ,

basic patterm has been followed---the setting'of type,

~:t7!¥X;XiM.'Hi\.~~"_Kt!~~~~X_ 1<-1 8' J=l!n:"~~~' = - :~ZT.! ~

t I ~~arranging ~he type in a page form ,and printing ~from it direct on
,. X

a f at,press or the making of a matric: by pressing da.m,Ppaper against the
) - 1\



. - . .
,,i " , . • - . · • .• •..• .. . · ca;.stin , · :ro111 the -ma . .

i�: ·_ ·�i: _;��--<,;�::., ��.: � 
-�:. ·: .. ��.:,-� ..... ... : ... �� -� -

�. :·�•<e• 
·• - . ,.,}� .. �" r .prln't.ing on a rotary ,;.press.- · 

11_ 111 ��em/ .. \__ CY'--- �.., �c_ 
•. ·.;'t . _·: ·p_ r�·tu_res were .first 'Pr_inted by etc_ hin�g ..in wood or .ste o g1 ve.iaI\ 

. . . '( . 
. 

_.,:��,���½�g: �h��.,���:__����tone was made
.' br i vf!-".rinting � ·:

, ,·.the-;pictur-e on•a<sensitiz,ed. z'inc or copper· plate ·and et-dtl.n_g it.with__::ae:id
,i::.,...,:,

\
ll_a
_
,,, .... _.,,_ .. 

to,
-.:�;e�� .

li�t-s �nd s�a�o�� in ·.tiny ��s;·r�ised dots on.
the metal so it could be impressed on paper in the same manner as 'type. 

· '_;: •New m·ethods are collling into· use. Teletypesetting_ eliminates the man who

run's the typesetting machine. L.etters are symbolized· in perforations on a 

tape. The tape is run through a machine where the holes in the tape 
. . 

4-,activate the proper letters 3 on the typesetting machine. The tape is 

punched on a ma�hi�e 'tf,s;;;:;;tiil .'.l by impulses either at the scene or

a thousand miles away and carried by. &1;�x �ire. 

Stil·l another method is the foto�setter. Thi� combines photography 

filachine. It uses the same m�trix, which .with the mechanical typesetting 

is asseillbled in a line and then automatically reAist�2=>uted .. But whereas 

the old matrix had a mold of ·the letter on its edge, the fotomat has a 

� character 'in a transparen,t hole in its side. As the J1at is 
. -� (JJ ,L+, ,y;.,,Cf' lined up, it is recorded by a � or/ P.hotographic film. ·ti ,e . ·-

;sr . ·  

·p.-·i2§· is gei:t.5 ��-at-#:&6 �J»-±!f/ ,!?< �:Z,_ C--O ·

- '!';;z::d-,'1 __ There are three main steps in newspaper prir:.ting---ty-;iesettin5

and co_mpo'Ei tion, ste�eotyping or the making �of the printing plate, and

the press ·which prints from the plate. 

-Teletypesetting and photosetting speed up type setting. R-• ,.,;;;;g;X

Stereotyping, or the making of lead plates, can be eliminated in som-e 

processes, aJ by printing directly from type or from a plate made by

photoengraving. 

x -"fi1ere mtlS't be a pre'5s of so e sort, ·to

. / 1 · / L . '/ \ ,, l / I 

make 

dev:i.sed atul tiple imprints·
; 1-erog

t,::71
-y i� uew and t.7'Y rapv,rocess

i3attelle Institute• /and I am sorry Clyde 'rlilliatlls cannot be here to e�plain 



. .
. This is merely a mechanical variation of the T.elephoto principle of

sendin5 photos by long distance telephone 1101es.
_ so much

Many.of these improvem~~~~to m~~~rintin5 ~etter but to

it Cheaperl.)~x ~.s le~pe s~ve, than the

highly paid and highly unionized craftsmen of the printin :

; '.~'. ":~~?::·?¥~~::~'·~~i·k';;;~.~'~
-j r"·. :',' ~"" .' e ': J I .' '/

. . .' ", '. ~~~~. . ... ~';~:- ''':
.;photoengraving. Instead of' a zinc plate'

,~~~ft:~"etdhedby -ac f d , t~e:Fai;~hl:~~: engr-aver' use~ a 'hot'" neE!dl} t~ etch ·t?e .iiiiWr:
/" ',""." ~ ~ ,

.~'f.> :~p'i~\W::f ,.~n ;,,~.~las ~~~~.:,:~~~~.i~:.",~I'{~:;:,iS.,;Jl!i~~ -Ai Q,elec tr~ p r-oc ess , a scanning beam
.' j; !:t,,~ -:':¥,&~:"~:''t'l. .•••.',';''''','-.,., -~,~~y{r;L.. ~ •..:;'" .:.... , . -'/'., -' ',.. '"

~.C. ~ti-an$.:1.':8.t1hg~!the li:,ghfs ....i·a:n."'~ '.-·,-;a.ows.from a photograph to ",the needle'''~nat
• _ "' •••..t:- . _._..' ..' .~'4;,"'~'''',J).;;:Y~'~,*!\:.\f"':::•••. ":~ ...-i'1 "" ""-

.. ' ," r-ecor-ds them on tbe pLas ta.c prlnt1.ng plate. This may be done on the same

- machine or I~ a machine many miles away. '.' n,l,

'.
.The character of newspapers hasalwajs varied, with the habits and\

customs of the times, and as the perso~lities of their publishers have

varied. That has been 'true in the past an~ is still true today.

I recently read with great interest a chapter in a book published

on the 200th anniversary of mutual insurance in America. rhe book is

~ cailed Facing the Future's Risks, studies tOward pred~ctin5 the unseeL ..•'
" Chapters arB written by different authors, but the one that interested

me most was by Louis Booker WrigrJ.t, director of the Felser Shakespeare

Library in Washington •. It is a study of American society in the two centuri~
7

f r-orn 1752 t.c 1952. ~.

, Mutual insurance was one of Ben
A

I

Franklin's many interests. He saw that

cOUlxunication was one of the greatest needs of colonial society. He and

William H~nterf·. both .~ __ ....£u~lishers, r~formed the colonial pOstal
"W\..o..l~ ~ I !r.,~ z.:o .~ ~ O-v'-b:...~I' C{1'-'v..,.A.; #

system ~'" ,Franklin ~hd hi s half brother James pidneered in making newspapers

entertaining as well as informativE;. Poems and 11 t.eraryJ piec es were rm x ec

with the news items.

It was easy for the essay to be~cme aL e~itorial, and soon the early, l ..,



in America)for a Fr-ench audience, complained that democracy had no way of

curbing the license of irresponsible editors without jeopardizing the

principle' of the f;ee press.lI~here is no medium between servitude and

extreme license~" he said.

tQ'J&Ed1!8.wiwright says,
1(" )

in his chapter on &~erican ,~ociety,~~~

lme:nt, ,
~ ""}-J~:~':: ~;:'f:~~::' " i:{;,~" , ',~

art In"crea~1ngEent "for to

"~. -opPEe~Si~n~.o;;.~;".(tb,~s'~,~,i., · )C?nfl1CfS betw~en th~:6.o1ontal~p,~f~t
. or' independence :,,:andt·h~.o·bt~~eand oppressive Brlti~h-ru~~,' was born' the

, ...:"',,:~.:._.. ~.:~,~;,~';:.:'''''':'.~l~~:;:~~,if~!]~~~~il~~'i,~i;,~·.~~~;>,'::><, ,,",,;i!tff.'"> "f"'~;" ", "':.__~;f}
: .. ~ . .\1': ~,':i'reedom':of the;,press'~tha~:",.was'i:'Bealed_"'1..ate:r:::1n tlie', Unite,a.~;States Const'i t.ut.Lori
.•..,:,,:..:~"'•...."i"~'.- " ~.' ":_~: - :.' 1, - :,~. '.~i,"·~ ~;~ :;.; .•!.,,~.~'J$.''7'';'';;:::i:(.:~;'~;;;::,~'~~~''''-:;' ;:~' -,.~. "'..:';;"",..- ... :..

,. and' which we still enJoy---:-and sometimes abuse----tOday'.

, James F;anklin w'as,jaiied. in Boston" for offending Bri ti~h authority.
• _ ",.. ",;:': ••~' • ~ sc " ~ "\~.'',... ~ _,' •• .._ .•••• ,.. :'1';

Peter·Ze:mger,editor:,of the ,New,York Journal, in 1734 satirized ~

cor-r-upt, royal 'government in ~that' ~o~uni ty~' Be was t.hr-owninto jail for
-'. . .. .
.sru ne months .Bis triai ,'and his defense by the great and respected Andrew

Barniltonof Philadelphia, set the pattern for' press fre~dorn. i-The hostile
/

judge tried to assert that 'the jury had no rigbt to define libel but,only

to decide whether Zenger had printed the articles in question.

Hamilton argued that the jury must decide whether criticism of in-

justice is in itself libelous. He made a moving address to the jury, and

it found Zenger not gUilty.

Freedom was not' without license. De Tocqueville, writing on Democracy

. '

"FroIDtime to time, especially in periods of stress like the present,

we hear sh.ort·si'ght,ed ..p:airiots'demanding laws to cu~b those publications

of which they disapprove. They forget t.hat tomorrow .t.he laws which they

would invoke, might, be -turned .agai nst- them.
- .c•.~~~ ',~' .~ "':-': ~ • ..- "t:•.'!:"'~":;"'"; ~

He adds: .I'The....most. significant quaIl ty of tne kilerican press has not been

the ,influence of its editorial o:;:Jinion,
-

but its extraordi~1
1\,

~. - - .~ - - .~: :: I' :.' .~ ~~.'- "'.' • • '

diffusion'of factual .information. Though certain papers may slant the news 1:
"A- ~::.": .~:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,t~.,··_~;f.t:··;':' t

,',! '_-'_!,,::'~i~;,f,~~~3rt~·~~-;·.:'~~\l'·!i~;,~~~".:



,

~., ~ ,..
~.~ ,,~"i~ •

~(J _:

1 -v ,":"

-, ~' '"".~••.•. '-1. ...-'.«':~~•.'; -'\.,,~

c6rnbinatlO~. 'of.:~~;wspapetS:..is abl'e',to:~};,'
. ", '_, ,", ..;~..:: ', ,":-~""':;_"r-'~;"\~('~~~~..f~.- ,,,-, <', ~~;.r::-I'\~- '. :~.~.~·7;,.~.J- ,.,

suppress or distort facts~·so.::~:s· to ~islead-the popul.ac e , a~ may be ·don~
: '.: .....~•.~ - "::--,~..·~»~;~~t~:;~~~i~;;'~~::~;~~:~"':., '. ~r .' ..•; .'':.""~~"'~;:~' . :.;::'~ ,.c.'

. under+a totali tarlan':governnient e' Wecannot have. thought control as long ,as
- • _. '~/' '" ",I, .:.'. '. •

... ' ..
> •.

of ,facll.ual lnformat·l·9n now ava.Ll.abLe,

strongest bulwark, against ,'thec'apture of American opinion by any totalitar-
, - ',,-

ian d~c\~ine'~ II ~A.'·'~~ '. / : .' . '....
~~~~Jt.e~i!!!ii.Jlf'rytif •• w:iJ:;;;;;'H
I spoke, a vJhilE?'ago, of"'the competi tion for the -tLme.of newsp.aper

readers' by other' attraction~s such as radio ,TV, tra'Vel,~and entertainment .

. ....x~~Ei1zf:;:;;;;aaJ 'fhese things have filled the growing dividend of
t:~"""" ..

leisure time that labor saving inventions have'given us.
'. ~

~:aX.tq:z;a;z;£-eK87f"e'(:txgl!f~WhenFrankli,n wrote that "an idle brain is the
"-

devill s wor-kshep ;" there w'asnJt much leisure in American life. Womenwere
.7A p .

kept busy witb primi.t'i ve methods of providing the faillily Is food

clothing., The labor saving' devices1we require today were not in existence

then. ManIs lif.e was not much bettsr. He wo:-kec lons hours, for more work

was necessary to produce enough to live en .

. Techlilical progress .has shortened the ~ t.Lme neeessary to make cun

li vi ng , and has also provided us with numerous things to occupy the leisure

time it ~ created for us. So we still have more things to do than we

have .if 'time to do j:,hemin-.',

President Whitney, Gri,sW:6.l"d.cr 'Yale asked. the queat.aonr ."What happens

when we are all too busy 'to r-ea.d, when our 'ways of life and wors combined
. .

with the substitutes for. r;a?-ing now in mass production and us:., finally

conquer our taste for reading as well as our belief in its utility?"

••Weare suc cumtu.ng one by one," he concluded, "t.c t.echnoLog.icaL illiteracy •
. .;,,;f r j,_ ..•••."', ~~ ••~'" •• ' ••• ..

,~,



long 'dresses over mU:ltiple,pettico~ts, writing was apt ~obe ~~e same
~.. ,,~,

...' ~ . ,,-,,:..i~

and

~

Ltt er-ar-y styles,;ch~ng~,,1.,11ke
J<~_,~..... ~'. "'~"~-~~'~ ... ::~~_ .'~~,~#.~:w' ;i~.I~~:~~~7r:~~"~~-~-
. :,~.:~'~-2_e••Id,·pa:rallel~~'~£.,/' .~
~1.':~':.:¥~-7-"'" ,'" - ,:. - ':.:~:'. '~:"~'", >:~- .v - ••~~ .-:...•••.~-.~.~(;, :}~->:.~e-' -.~~

"When men wore heavy broadcloth and wo~en were rigid corsets

- . ..,. '_'.) ',...,v

200 ~,~ars have been
•• '~~~' ~ ~, -.. c :t; . '-'1:" •

.in, ttirnhave had a pr6foundeffectori::~hem.

the ',s'tyles':Jn dress, and ..there ~.ma.ybe- a
~."''''

reflected by the

way-~-rigia., long' winded ,and'stuffy. ~
, ~i ving "', ' " I

When m~dern,~« demanded ~ore comfort in clothin5~A also demanded

mo r-e comfo.rtable readin'g .. Shorter sentences, lessR pompous and flowery

rhetoric,. wnat, we in mOdernnewspapering call readabili ty.

Time magazine, when it leaped to populari ty ~ yes ago, set a new
, ", ~~b

style. It started a vogue of terse, descriptive ~-c:t"ims and a smarter
(! .~tyle. It tinged the writing of a generation of yo~ newspapermen. Time

style has softened some with t~e years, but it still loves the keen,

bi t Lng phrase. The public seems to like the style, ,judging from the success

of time, and,the other Luce magazines.
r,\ '

~~~ ••!~!»~""~~~ewspapers, some of them, joined in the popular sport of

hoaxing the public Ln the l,ast century. There have always been hoaxes, but
* •
the da.wn of the scientific era, when a little knowledge of nev.-ly ir:vented

- .
eJ!ffJ1e scientific wonders made theoublic credulously ready to believe any-

It'-' pc.tM;,.' w.t ~ ~ ~ .....-- .
thing. se::"~~)J.,a~:~lJ;ld for hoax -There was the ce.~t'ated

G~rdiff Giant')\h~h tulned out to be a fra~d carved from gyps~~.~Barri~ ana

his press agents put ove~seie~al tltilatini hoaxes such as the 161 year
,

old Joyce Heth, who turned out to be a good many years you~ger.

.One of the most celebrated newspaper hoaxes tlmade" the New York Sun of

Ben janu n Day. 'fncl: entallY~' he na~of Be Day Is still honored in the
shading , .+:» eff t ;sea. n news.,~er drc<.. ngs . . , ,_

Curtis D. Doug&lllg book on "Hoaxes", kindly se,::ured.for me,by Jim
. , ..•. ..,'. ~



Remember that communicfttions in 1835 did. not permit Quick checking for

facts. Accordlngt9 the .Sun, ..Sir John hadi di.scoveredlth~ougn his tel-
. . - ~ ,;""

e sc cp e a race. of' furry, winged men, resembling bats , living on the moon.

How thrilling.and hoj(believable,to the ~ublic of 1835, was this

fascina tine; description:

"We:>counted three parties of these creatures, of 12, 9 and. 15 in each,
'-' towards

walking erect ~ a small wood .. Certainly they were like human beings, for

,their wing~ had now disappeared and their attitude in walkins was both

erect and dignified ... They averaged four feet in height, were covered,
,

except' on the face, with short and glossy __ «~cop'per-colored hair lying.. ~.-
snugly upon their backs from the top of their )\houlders to the calves'

of their legs.

liThe face, which was of a yellowish flesh color, was a slight improve-

ment upon that of a large,orang-utan ... SO much so that:..>but for their long

winJs, Lieutenant Dr~~ond said they WOJld look as well on a parade grounc

as some of the old c ookney mili tia ..... Their feet could be seen only as

they were alternately lifted. in walking, but from what we c ou l d . see of

them in SO transient a ~iew1'- they appeared 't.hi n v arid very protuberant at the

were similar in structure to those

wings possessed great expansion and
the . .'!?"

~f~ ~at, being a sem~ran~parent

of straight radii,

, heel. We could perceive that their

.... ,-

membrane expanded in curvmlinear divisionq by means

uni ted at the back by the dorsal' integuments. But what astonished Us most-
was the circumstance of .the membrane being cont.Lnue d from the shculders

to the legs, unl'ted all 'the way down, though gradually decreasing in
.••.. ' .•.....•



Not to merit.Len

:.'~ ..•

",>1~;:;"·:-iIf:':}~:.'-'_"";,,' ", ~~~)kl,-:'S;~/~,r~-
under the commandor-_i~oliti 0n,': for,',>;',:,

• • '._ •••• ' .. to •

. ~ .. .:::i"'.' i; ~'r:" l"t :" • ., : .•~ . ~~~·~i~<:f,:·';..-.1' ";..~'
those 'of 'tbe ereature bathing ''in/'the '~ater spread them"iD,stantly

to their "f~l' Wid~~,.w~:4~~:~~~'.as ducks' dO.:thei1to s~k~.'Pff t.ne water,

and _~hen ~~~,·ins~.~~:l~...;~id~;.~~~;~fe~ag~in in, -?o~pact for~~::tnd q~O~, '

,'-:'~:Thec~rcul~~io~, ~_: s#..~,,_I-~~un rose, thanks to the fu:~Y men .~the
• ...,. c,', . •

, moon. Rival ed.itors were" frantic and some/began lifting the Sun articles.. r,

It was not until the Jou~rnal 'of Commerce~ asked permission to print the~
..- .~~ .
.,¥ 0; ~'-,.r

.in pamphlet form 'that Richard Adams Locke, a brdlg..'i1.tyoung Sun man, admi.tted

out of his own fertile ~magination.
" '

Before we lau6h too 'much at our credulous ancestors, let's reme;nber
~

Orson Welles' men from Mars~'t'.£« progra~ wh i ch threw the
. ,', ~ '2-D 7-C~

radio audience into a dither" only :4e"2G9~r 0 .•..•filD ago.. A.

our Owu flying saucers.
~
- -----=-""

-::me •••

Edgar Allan Poe-composed another sUn hoax in 1844 wh':'~h,was headlined

Yast'our. ding News by Exp;ess~orfolk; the Atlantic Crossed. in Three
;.~ ~ ~

days; Signal Triumph of Mr. Monck's Flying 1-1achine. This bit of fiction,

known as,the balloon hoax,lasted only a few day~, until it could be ascer-

tained that Monc1rand eight passengers did NOTland near _CharlestoL,

South Carolina, after 75 ?ours in the air.

A modern of a hoax---but ths press going off half

- , -
corresponde us, at first gave

lt on T-Bone .Hill

high brass a ts. 'he unfoftunate

word was used
"

Smac •.two, a.Ltho~U5h»: wor d "theater" has long been

used in describing warAA~ it was later expiained, the maneuver was planned
Sovt1A military' ,. <'. .,

for a !#t' ~purpo:<::~ a,~:\~&!.i~,~~:~vers w~rel~_h~e~elegi ti:nat:l_~.



to keep factual reporting distinct and
. ",,}. ~

separate from' the a expr-e'ssi·on of opinion. Opinion. should be carried

'..~§..~."/in e~ toria:~under .the m~~t~~ad, the news coLuams kept sacred for the re-
~ . '" "'/ ,.!~~t~'·'I .

-;'~~"'portl'ilg of facts. ._~':z..:::.'~'. . ~yllne~
But a tvlilight zone h~S~X been created by the'~ columns

~tov.£./ r \t~/
of :> .~uot~ir:te;~.~!et~e,Junquot~writers. They~eport facts ~give

•

opinions en the f ac t.s ,

"News Slanting Is Alarming Press Threat" was the headline on a re~ent

~e;=~t~~"'~tJarticle in Editor & Publisher, the weekly trade paper of the news-
~

pap er- industry.

Hamilton Thornton, ,fii!!jili* assistant edi tor of the eai tori·al page

of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, addressing the Tennessee Press AssociatioL.

"The growing tendency to slant news, evid-ent in some of the.nation's

papers, is a journalistic canker that can seriously under..uine public con-

fidence in newspaper integrity and responsi:)iity."

"Dur i ng the last poli tical caap a i gn', a hue and cry was raised over

an alleged bias in reporting speeches, crowds and miscellaneous stump

events .. Undoubtedly some of the news was ~ slanted, some oithe

c&.ndid&.tes slighted, by some papers.1I endquote

Poli tical ~am;;aigns are the times when charges of' news siantins "iiI=-

are most frequently neard. rever .can there be full asreeJlent on what

slant really is. Often those '....no accuse papers of slanting the news mer-eLy
~want the news slanted .in their favor. lllianypapers, durin€ the past cam-

and The Citizen A .
paign, .1'I.K.x-X~I!i,d Q"DSlWilii1*'tif was one of them, meticulously planned. their,,~ -.
page makeup to 5i ve equalApro:ninence to the -t.s:i" principal opposing .,.;;;;JiW-:.:
candidates. The space given each was lleasured aLmos tto1Z' t.he Lric h . GenerE.._

,

~iaer..h;:"",'er and Adlai Stevenson ~ bo t.h visited :olumbus. But, because

Ike was here Griefly at noon and. x Stevenson was here for a major ~veninE



.:. day 0t:h1-s visit .•"-..'".'.9r~~~~~~~}l~izen w.a~....:O~::.:,\:i~~"the ~~pe~s named by a sel: .~ppointed committee

"'~Z~~,.~-o~* ~~~o,f~s ,:po·ets. and.},~.a~~;:t.~ts, _.EIost o~· them in New York., as hav\ng
. .. ~ - -

'slanted its coverage of ••• p.residential election news. It is extremely

doubtful if .all of the committee could have made an objective study of all

the papers across that country which they named. ~e;.yzmmtS::;dqC?tl)V&g~z

In making the charge the~ committed the same sin with which they charged

the papers.

There is no doubt that some papers are consistently slanted on c e r-t.a i r;

subjects Or pol'icies, reflecting the bias of their editors or owners. It
.. -.;>

is not desirable, p~, but it is true.

~ Perhaps we are too much afraid of prejudice. In a free country,
---I- read and

wi th a free press, mest people have ample oppo r-t.um.t.y t~hear reports and

opinions from many sources. Out of all they read and hea;/they form·their

own opinions---and their own prejudices.

The press has a" great part in forming puo Li c opinion, not so much by

~arSUffientative persuasion .but by informative reporting. And the papers them-

selves are in turn~h€avilY influenced by public opinion. After all,
. /'~ •••c>••.•.~ ~..L ...•...•/~ {>J'.....t-

papers are written and edited by/\me.:nbers of' the pub.l a c . Anc the public are

their subscribers and patrons'

It has been said that supr-eme court 'judges read the newspapers, and the

samecan be said, in the sametf:;.~r~.r'tors.. .

Newsp ape r-a and their readers are inseparable. There is an infinite..
variet.y of readers,. and almost as infinite a variety of n~wc.papers. The

\ '
nevis;Japers of the United States ·ar.d their readers enjoy an r nt.inac y and •.

I be ieve a mutual respect, that is unique in the world. Even in Brit.ain,

,



is expec ted to render many services for the public good, it

.,S"~ ;: 1'i~':; .. :;;i:, ;,> ~,:<-;;;,<~:. . ~;z<:~,}~?:~',:1, )'- ..;/y:. '~~f"-:-;~ ;;,,:
'Jo~urna.listi~~i1y, 'there·'·:i'~·· a' faigre~teIl gap

;:;;ii~i:"'<Wl~~'-"'.;I."9i:1::A . . . '•..;;;. < : .••- - .'~'.~government .• \r~: ", -: "'~.:.

10 Down1ng Street Press Relations Non-Existent. I quote .. t'Washi~ton
~." ..~~ ~,~~~" .: ~;l.~ __~ . •• .,:~,~ _A .:.. •• ~~-: •• -.~! ","..{~~.~~~~~~~~:'{ .~"Y::~,corr.espondents ,recen't~Y;':eet'ebj'~ted their 300th press conference with

' -", s '.,,:;",:;;<1\ •. . ,.::.:., '~." ~, '. ".' --' :;. "'" -"'rj:~:,,':;·-J~!:-' . ." ,. .
_ .President Truman. Amer-Lc an c,orrespondents have yet to celebrate their.

\ \

firs t with Prim.e Minister' Wins ton Churchill. II. end quote.

-Exc ept, during the war, when off-icial:s. barriers ag~inst the press

in L'on~on were _ lowered so'mewhat, American newsmen have -found that

gettlrig news is som.ewhat like pulling teeth.

Journalists in Britain are not held in the' same hi&~ regard,that they

ar~ in the United States. One reason is that t~e prime minister and other

ministers explain their policies before Parlia,l1snt, where the press can

hear and report,/~while the U.S. President and his cabine; do not sit

in the House of Representatives and therefore make more use of the press

to make their policies known.

'The newspaper occupies a peculiar post tion in the community. It is

a busine~s, requiring' capital investment, and is operated to make a profit.
In a senee it is .

Y~..A*..H~"3"f1:;&~>aM§),i~e21Ezd:eg.U"jfitg1!lx".f a factory, making a product for ~.
I"-

sale. It is a communication service for the carrying of messa6~s to the

public. It is show business, for it entertains its patrons. LIt is a public

~vice, t.owa r d which the public 10oR3 for help in acva.nc Lng 500d causes,

iSiOi* fight~ forces which. threaten public welfare/and exposjt'g and

&3£;; help~ correc~abusesin government.

L.l-t is some of all of these things, but it is not entirely any of them.

~i.".!s a business it must ~vO[JlilleFCial Lnc ome, mee t its payroll ant buy
" .' t'l~~ ~~te~ ,its raw materials. But.i t has a public tespons~-o~ l"Y' ni"6st, bu.sLne s s es .

.r;~ Cha:.nbers of Commerce, Community Chests and other welfare organizations

are supported by assessments or pu~lic contribmtions. While the newspaper
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· · 'i.itazaalfx The -writ ·ng .. ew5paper8 is considered to be the professlon 

. •. ·:-: Bf. jo�rnalism, .. but··�fErtii,aJ-;;.;;esvtii:k· it is not iiiJ.f: licen_sed by 
\" , .  ., t. 

overnment, as are many _prq.fe·ssions such as medicine and the ·law. ·
... ,!':/;." � . . . -�·--< ':··�.-.�:� . .:.-' · ._ . ·- " � v,,,,,.r..,,l(i,.c-H�

. .:'[1:.· 
-�al?-. J+ear�ilY endor.s�f,"rema�k ·once Jnade by ou� comptr�ll�r who 

had sat ·through a session· of discussi<:>n of editorial problems at one of our 
' 

editors conferences. 

Shaking his head over the wide diversity of argument and.opinion hs 

had .heard, he said: t'It is clear to me that· editing a newspaper is not an 

exact science." 

Newspapers have rules of style and canonE of conduct. But most of the 

rules have to be flexible. Since the unusual is the essence of new?, we 

frequently meet it. 

_A. Tulsa newspaper· was sued not long ago for refusing to publish a 

letter submitted by a reader. The suit was thrown out of court. In general 

a newspaper is no�nt anything, either &s -news or advertising, 

except in cor�ection of error in previously published matter. 

Libel is the bugaboo of all newspapers. i Ga t:ierir.e, � 1r;ri ting and
printing news 

--,{in a hurry, as we must, J now anc. then le�ds to honest error. There 

are two kinds of libel---libel per se, in which the ma�ter. is.obviously 

libelous, ·as in using the picture of ari honest citizeL by mistake and la�e-­

ing it the picture of a criminal. The other kind is where da:na5ing state-

ments or facts are publisbin5, and for this the pro ·able truth must be 

tbe defense. 

L\tfnile we enjoy a free press, newspapers are restricted by 

many laws and prombitions .. All states have laws regulating advertising 

by dentists. Many have laws restricting advertisin5 by doctors, lawyers, 

o�ticians, chiropractors and political candidates. The federal fur lab�lin:

act regulates fui advertising. We are subject to all the taxes on real

estate and income.
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, . . . . . . . . . . nherent right; �not so o the
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. :p;�p-rieto;.., but� 'o. . r bple·:. They have a right to ·�ow' and '1 t· is 
. . -(.-· , . 

l ... � ii�t. only .the right. b���:trle duty of the newspaper to. inform the

J.!::,,.eedom of press and -o�:;;PUblic information is far from bei�g a world-

::: ,;:;}(-/w1 ue' f:eed;m� ½hat Pres�J}£4�dom 1 �f,•_Po rtant �1 bert; '1 t;elr 1 s · a tJes t-

· ed by the fact---so often and so sordidly·de�onstrated by dicta�ors---that

- tyranny caruiot ex.1st wher.e
0
• the press is free, where the people -are free· 

to know. --
L, a ;re,-

r 

LJ;..n _tbis pa.per I have cov_ered, lightly and s_uperficially, some of the 

1e 1li¥l ez history, some of the-techniques, some of the proble:r:s, that go 

into our daily newspaper .. Since nearly all literate Americans read news-

papers as part o� t�eir daily livss, I wish that more of them could ·under­

stand their newspapers ·better. I suggest that a course in journalism, taught
. . . '-....!_or better/ · . 

C#v lii@i' not as professional training b.ut .:iv ll&'?(.XS�--1RXHta understand- _ 

ing of the newspaper as 
�nd/ 

newspapers ... to their 

a source of ihfQrmation, woQld be helpful both to· 

readers� 
. . 

I Better readers -will make better new�papers. 
&,...;:; _ . 

, \.,wind� 
�hope that, in this p·aper, I have opened the � of curiosity, �·· 

��ure 
the doors of opinion, s� that we may indulge in tha� �h 

surpas?es readin5, 1istening or watching�-� noble and enlightening art 

of conversation. Thank you. 

--

- ·- - - -� - ------




