
"CRUISEONUNCHf.R~D SEAS"

January 17, 1950 By Rabbi J.D.Folkman

"TI1e vast sen. of the Talmud" is a literary fi8,llre
of such popularity in rabbir~c circles that it is dif-
ficult for rabbinic scholars to corne to any tgr3ot:elTt w:i:1.;n
regard to its or-igi.n, This year, in Y-.it Ka.t, we are
stressing the humanities , with occasional pleasant scien-
tific d~gressions; so, I propose to conduct a cruise on
this sea as rrIlJ freshman coutribution to the Club. The
wor-d "cruise" lias been purposefully ehosen ; this will
be no expedition of exploration from which vie vlill return
with complet e charts, surveys, and accurate descr-Lptd.ons ,
Such an expedition would require more time than any of us
could afford to give. In the tVlelfth cerrtu ry, lIaimo!1id~s
undertook such an eypedition; it took him forty ye ar s ·",0

finish che work. In our own time, Prof. George Foct e
l{o()rc, of Harvard, after years of diligent st udy , pr-ocuceo
two heavy volumes which he eal Led "Judaism," and then he
added e. slifPtly thinner volume of notes to expIaf,n +he
first t'\"lo.,

Another Christian scholar of our own century, Sfr
R. Travers Herford, or uxford, after years of scientific,
systematic exploration of the sea of the 'I'a.l mrd rgave us
two yoltunes, one called "Pharisaism," I?..nd the other II 'he
Pharisees. II These efforts are cited only by way of
war-ning as to what al thorough-going expIor-at i on might
mean. To those whose a.nt er-est might be excited by the
"cruise," I recommend +he works of !,lOCI'S and Herford. But
thiG shall be a cruise, for pleasure, with "st ops" or
points of \risitation selected more for their interest than
for their importance.

No ar-ea of Jewish knowledge is so litile known as
the Talmud. No other lit er-at u re has b en so vehemerrfLy
attackeci ana so svac.ncn.Ly defended; no books have been
so freauently burned, am few have had so fir-reaching a.11
influence. Eyer;rthing has happened to the 'f. e.Imud except
that it was never 'banned in Boston, a11C.WEtS never made
into a motion picture. Henricus Sy,nensis, a Capucin
friar of a past century, thoUf;r.t the Talmud was a man
upon whomhe gratuitously bestowed the title "Rabbd;" and
when pressed in theological argument would clinch his point
with an "Ut ~at Rabbin~ Talmud!" In his "Romancer'
Heinrich Heine sings gl ovzi.ngpraise of the 'I'a Imud,
he had never seen a sir..sJ.e tractate nor Looked .
page.



During the War, some jourr:.~lists, re?orting t}1e f~-

f ect s of the ",!)litz" 0:'1 London t s teeming East Side, des-
cribed aged rabbis running about clutching the "sacred
Talmud" to their bosoms. ',:ith equa.L appropriateness a:'10.
logic, they might have described the Oxford dons clutching
the precious EncycLopaedd a Britannica to their bosoms, be-
cause in terms of physical size and weight the TaJmud is
comparable to the Encjl:clopaedia. It consists of 63 trac-
tates, whence is derived its name "Shaa" meaning "sixty
books." Our mathematicians who might wonder- what happened
to the other three books would not be alone in their con-
cern. - Some scholars insist that three tractates must have
been scpar-at ed from the Talmud at one time. However, I
believe that "Shas" is simply a casual reference to "about
sixty volumes."

. '

Exclusi ve of the vast r::>.bbinic literature based upon
it, the Talmud is "the uninterrupt ed wor-k of Judaism from
Ezra to the sixth century of the commonera, the re'sultant
of all the living forces and the whole religious activity
of a nation." It is a faithful mirror of t11e religion,
cuItur-e , in!3ii'smions, manners, and, indeed, the whole
civilization of the Jews in Judea and Babylon during the
spiritually pro::'ific centuries be i'cr-e and after -:i16 begin:1i
of the Christian era.

To me, Ezra appeals as one of the most remarkable
personalities of the Bible who rarely receives even a frac-
tion of -the credit h€ really deserves. Because of him ~~d
his efforts, and those of his disciples, +he Synagogue
came into being, and subsequently and consequently, the
Church. Before him, the highest form of religious ex-
pression achieved in any org~nized institutional form ~as
sacrificial in character. To be sure, in the eighth
century (B.e.E.) the Hebr-ewprophets denounced the sacri-
~icial cult in the strongest language, saying in the name
of Codr "I loathe your festiv8~s; I cannot endure your
holy assemblies. Yea, if you offer urrt0 lIe holocaust and
sacrificed, I do not care for them, Bone at the peace-of-
ferings of your fatted calves I do not look. • • • But
let justice gush forth like water, and riglrt eousness like
a per-enni.e.L s't ream;" (Amos 5:21-22,24.) But despite
their utter rejection of the sacrificiah cult, the prophets
of Israel were never able 0 propose religious institutions
that could take its place.

At first, Ezra was probably unawar-e of what he was
doing; perhaps he never realized that he had given the
world a religious technique it had never known before
that ViaS destined to supplant 8nin~l sacrifices ~~o:nq all
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ci\-:i.lizcd pecp.l es , - Fis aim was probably nct hd.ng more
.i,han to provide a meddun for -:r.e preservation of ·the
no.tional cuIture he loved in the foreign environment of
Babylon. He and his disciples, the Scribes, gathered
together the most Lmpor-tarrt literery monuments of -:li.;;ir
peopl,e , cons Lst.Lng of chronicles, legends, laws, and lore,
transliterated them in the much simpler Chaldaic alphabet
which anyone could Lear-n Y'ithout devoting himself con::;~cte-
ly and professionally to literary scholarship, arranged
them, edited th~m, and finally read them to the people
on Mondays and Thursdays, the Baby.Lonf.anmar-kct days, [,1:('.

of course, on Saturdays, the Sabbath. Texts were read
in the original Hebrew, translated in the vernacular Ara-
maic, and interpreted. 7he ert of homiletics was born
when .szra and the Scribes tried to interpret the ancient
texts in such e. way as to give them meaning, validity, anc
appropriateness for their own "modern" times. Thus
preaching and teaching haddme religious techniques.

The people became accustomed ~o these helpful homi-
lies, which they called "Midrash," or "explanations," and

. when Cyrus facilitated the return of the exiles to Pf'.1es-
tim" tlley insi frt,ed upon the continuation of the readings
and +he lessons even after the re-establishment of +he
sacrificial cult in the 'I'emple at Jerusalem. Thus, in
the very shadow of the Temple, the Synagogue, mother of
the ChriEltian Church, '.VD.S gr-owi.ngto ma.turi ty. ':'he ,::ou2
~ grp..ce was l:'.c!1il".istered to the sacrificial cult when
Titus had the Temple destroyed in the year 70. Rabbi
Johanan ben Z1'l.~(kaiperceived that its destruction was no:
an ut tcr ccJr.rrd.ty. L€ ccnno Led a disciple 1:,rith a quota-
tion £1'0,:1 Hosea, "For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, II

(616) interpreting it to mean that the Romanblows 7hich
ended the sacrificial cult had merely done the \,fill 01

God in clearing the way for the religion of prayer and
deeds of lovingkindness as taught in their pr-eachnerrt s by
the rab is in their synagogues. He had himself car-r-ied
in a coffin past Roman legions who thought he was dead
into the presence of the Roman general. Of him he asked
a favor so simple that the proud Roman laaghed aloud at
the incongruity of the peril faced versus the nai-;·Erte of
the r-e ques't r name.ly, that Johane.n ben-iakkai be allowed to
proceed With his disciples to the coastal city of Jabneh

, to establish an academy there. To. show his sense of hunor
the P.OJr.E!-11 errt er sd into +he spirit of the jest and grarrt ed
the request.

The cream of the jest was the €stablishment. of a
religion destined to outlive Rome, and other deppetisms
designed after her pattern. Of course, the need of the
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hour was for more than homiletics. Their government and
its authority had been destroyed, and the Jewish people
needed a body of law they could respect sufficiently to
give it obedience despite the lack$political inplenenta-
tion. The people had learned to love the Biblical scrip-
tures, am. had gr-own accustomed to moral teachings and
pious practises derived from them by the Midrashic or
homiletical method of inLerpretation, so the rabbis under-
took to pr~duce laws for the govermnent of life by Biblical
authority through f.he Eidrashic method in spite of'the
social and political disorder left in the wake of the Roman
legions who did not realize that they were the symptomsof
the decadence of their once proud empire.

'ilhen scriptural authority could be used, it was, but
when i~ did not seem to specifically encompass someutter-
ly novel situation, the exegetical method was used without
scriptural citations, am the result was to becomethe
"Mishnah." The word literally means "Teaching," or "Re -
pitition," as if to suggest that this was merely a teach-
ing or a repitition of a teaching of the type to which the
people had been accustomed since the days of the Babylonian
Exile. This body of teaching, or Mishnah, was expounded
and expanded by rabbis called "Tannaim," which means simply
"Teucher s ;" or "I\€_peatcrG,"until Rabbi Judah the Prince
made a final compilation and redaction about 220 of the

•common era.

The Mishnah, in turn, was used as an authoritative
text in the academies of both Pal~ine and Babylon~ The
Mishnah W3.S studiec1, as the Bible had been studied, ex-
pounded and expanded in the samemanner, until there was
a body of diduseion based on the Mishnah as the Iidrash
had been based on the Dibl~. The discussion of the Eishnah
was cs.Ll.ed Oemorrah , It or ccmnl.e't ion," and those who partici-
pated in the discussion of the Mishnah 'Wereca.lLed the
"Al'b.oraim,"or the "finishers." It will be noted that
these were academic, class-room discussions, recorded in
the typical, telegraphic style still used by students in
lecture-halls, but in legal matters, these students lad
legislative functions: Although the students in the aca-
demies were not de~ocratically elected but academically
aele cted,their debates were conducted on what Vie would now
regard as crude parliamentarianism, with the youngest speak-
ing first B..'1dthe seniors last, and a decision made by
majority voie and dissenting opinions reco.cled by nP~e.

I knowof no other comparable legislative oocy in
the history of humangovernment, but if one could imagine
e. quan.erLy post egraduat e j.nstitute of Ohio lawyers meeting
under the auspices of the Law.school of the Ohio state Uni•.
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versity to discuss the existing Laws of the state and
the need of revisions or additions thereto, we would
have a modern para.1lel to the old rabbinie academies
of whose a.cti:vities the Talmud is a reeord. v.'hen the
lawyers wcuLd agree by ma.jority vote, their agr-eement
would be law:

About the fourth century a group of men called the
"SabEi.raim," or ''Thinkers,'' a.dded a few corrments and
reflections, v;ith a few finishin~ touches here and there,
and the total work , including the lJishnah, t.he Gemorrah,
and these final addi tiona became what VIenow call the
Talmud. Actually, +here are t'.'lO'::'rolU'.uds,the P?lestint'&.'
and the Ba.byIonian, because there were acadenri es in bct h
places to regulate the life of both Jewish communities.
The Babylonian 'I'almud VIas clo sed about 440, but some
scholars prefer e. later dat e , The Palestl.nean Talmud
was never closed, probably for h ck of funds. Consequer.
ly, it is less authoritative, but it is nevertheless a r~
source of un-retouched historical material. Geneenlly,
when the "Talmud" is spoken of or quoted, the Baby Lorris n
Talmud is mearrt j when the Palestinean Talmud is referreci.
to, it is called by that name, or s~mply ierumhalmi, or
the "Jerusalem" Talmud.

The body of Law recorded in the Talmud is called
"Ha.Lakahs " or "law" One great weakness of the Ha.Lakah• •is the fact t!lat -LllC rabbis tried to cover every pos edbl,e
corrtd.ngency that could ever arise. Consequently, many
hypothetical situations wer-e eorrtrived that become the
subj ec't s of long discussions based on the remotest pos-
sibility. Some of these discussions are frequently
quoted to show the futility of the whole 'I'aImuddc lit (:",r_
'ture. A famous and oft-quoted example is the ddecus sdcr;
of the question: "Is it permitted to eat an egg a hen :.r: ~
laid on the Sabbath'?" Aware of the peril of hypothetic
dialectics, the formulators of the judicisl tradition
of such a body as the United stetas Supreme Court Estab-
lished a fixed taboo on the judicial consideration of
hypothetical cases.

But in spite of this' weakness, the rabbis wer-e able
to madzrtadn social ani legal corrtr o.ls governed by con-
siderations of justice and social am~lioration through
Ha.Lakah, For example, they faced the problem of setti:nr
up a judicial syntem outside of the defun~t sacrifical
cult of the Bible. A decision is recorded in the 1JishneJ-
"Civil cases are t" be tried by three judges." (Sar..h6Clr::
I:1) 'wy? Because in the Biblical passage deecr-Lbinr;
the procedure to be followed in the case of theft, the

.----~~--'----....,...------.----------
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wor-d "bloh~m," or God, is ment ioned three times. From
this it was deduced that civil cases must be tried by
three judges. (cr, Exodus 22:7 1'1'. Also, Sanhedrin 3b)
The form of reasoning here is 1fidrasr~c, or homiletical,
but the result is Halakah, or legalistic.

All of the discussions in the academies were not
legalistic, however. Nor did t:be rabbis always stay
closely to their text, the 1I.:i.shnah. Indeed, as in the
case of class-rooms of our own recollection, the dE-parture~
and interruptions were frequently the most inspiring re-
collections we have of our ~,n undergraduate days. Every-
thing that happened in r.nc academies was noted: laymen
came to classes vd.th personal problems they wanted solved,
vlindow-washers st cppeo "heir wor-k to give opinions in a
discussion going on in the class, students would raise
questions or tell of experiences dis"bantly related to
the subject immediately at hand, and all VIas recorded in
the same terse, telegraphic style that makes Talmud so dif-
ficult to read. Srnnetimes, perhaps on a Friday afternoon,
as tlle De.bbath approached on the golden rays of the setting
sun, the Lecturer wou.ld put his notes aside ana tel.! a
or an anecdote which might be sublime in its spiritual
tone, or might be delightfully amusing.

All these stories, analogies, anecdotes and illustra-
tions are called Haggadah, which means ••story." . Law is
not derived from the Haggadah , but inspir rt i on frequently
is. In .I.;he words of the Sifri: "If it is thy wish to
know thy Crecdor, study the Haggadah, and thou wilt under-
stand the way s of the Holy One, blessed be He, and thou
wilt Lear-n to cleave unto His ways. Verily, tnou shalt
not say, 'I will study HaLakah, and t,l:at ..,.,rill be enough
for me.' Deut eroriomy specifically teaches that man does
not live by bread alone, and then follows the explanation
that by every word that cometh f'r-rmthe mouth of God should
man 11ve l This means that 'the Haggaddc passages mIlst be
studied as well."

The Haggadah reflects for us many remarkable per-
sonctlities that would not have survi ved tiirough the ages
in the dull records of their legal or Eplakic opinions and
decisions. Jere it not for Haggadah, we v:')uld never have
known how Rab.bi Johanan O~::1L,£~kka.imanaged to established
the school at Jabneh. From the Halkkah we would leexn
of the bitter arguments between "he strict-constructionist,
Shammai, and his disciples, and the more liberal HiDel,
am his disciples, but wa.i.hotrt the Haggadah VIe wou.ld never
have known of the precise circumstances under vrhdch HiLl.eI
uttered the definition of religion wh.i.chJesus Lat er re-
formulated and whi ch became I'amou s as the Golden Rule •

.... - \. _..
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A cynical scoffer, ridiculing the complexities of
rabbinic method !'l.ne1 dialectic, heedless of the problems
involved in bringing about an almost evolutionary reli-
gious reformation v'ithout violence or Lrrt er-necd.ne strife,
once ,,:ent~Sha1!Imai nd tatmted h~m.witt ~his cha Ll.enger
"If you could +cach 1':18 your reh.v-on whdLe I st.and on
one foot, I v:oulc1accept it!" Recognizing his desire
to make him appear ridiculous, Shammai picked up his yard-
stick and dr-ove +he scoundrel avay ,

Delighted with his successful irritation of Sha~ai,
the scoffer then werrt to nillel, tend put t.h e same question
to him in t.he sane mocking spirit. Fillel, however-, did
not interpret the question as an imperiinence; instead,
he replied: Ir~iha.tis hat.ef'ul, unto thee, never do to thy
f el Iow-mzn , ~~hir; is t e entire Torah; all else is com-
mentary. Go thou am learn!" (Shabbat 3la)

It Ls no wonde r that the disciples of the first
century ant agorrl.st s , }~ilJ.el r.nd Shammai, kept their memory
eJi re r.nc1.f'r-e sh in +l.e 0iscussi::>ns of the academies all
through the centuries when the Talmud was being er-eat ed ,
Frequently, they would boast of the superiority of their
own te~.cher. On one occasion, t his type of student dis-
cussion r esuLt ed in n wager , Students of hillel were
willing to bet 'chat student s of Sbammai could not make
Hillel lose his temper. The wager was fixed, and a stu-
derrt of' Sl:£'.rrT."~d ":em to the street on '''_.i~_, t},e gree.t
R&.r·biIiillel li -ed, calling for him in a loud and im-
pertinent voice. Hillel was disturbed at his bath, but
in response to +he call, appear-ed at his doorstep in his
robe 3.nc1.:ith a to':Jel wr-apped about his head. The student
asked a question intended to be foolish, rut Hillel answer
.it seriously. '.':'hestudent depe.rt.cd, only to r€-.lc~::-n :L~:t\;;:-,
'i.iU' +l.e Sc.""0 l::t,;.~ colIs E..::'~. ":>e -;;ay dovm the . treet. ..'\';;n.i
J:illtl "s 1:r?:til " r.s in~.crrup7 ed , Again a question was asked
which Hillel answer-ed seriously. The third time, the
st dent asked a question which was fr?n..kly im~ul~ing: "Yihy
are Babylonians' heads so peculiarly shaped?" he asked,
.dth obvious reference to the fact that hil: eL himself
was a Pa bylonian. But +he l-laster replied cs.lmly: "Be-
cause the mi.d-vd.ve e in Babylon ar-e less skillful than the
md-..,,;ives in Pe.Les t i.ne ;" 'ail::'ng in t:ns effort, the
student made one final attempt.

"Art thou truly Hillel?" he asked. When the sage
replied in the affirmative, the student s>outed; "Then
£,y God never cause another to be like thee!" But Hillel
was not insulted. He simply asked, !lV/hynot, my sot?"

"Eecause," expLad.nec the student, "on account of thoe

..••...----~---~------..-
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have I lost 400 zuz.lm;"
dent told of the wager ,

And both men laughed as the stu-
(i bid.) ,

"'he study of +l.e ::o.luah voul d cise Lose -1";0 us -i;l18

C(;!'r,r;iG!,,~ cod hc rmeneutd e rules by which a man like Akiba
proposed to amend Biblice,I Law whd ch could no longer ap-
ply to all entirely d.ifferent social, e conorzi c and poh-Lical
~huatdon -t. hf'.n ~_,hc 011e\':~lich it subsumed, while at the sane
time he would protect the authority of the Bible in the
eyes of the peopl e who had to be gover-ned by the new law.
rut the Ealakah GIone wcu Ld never disclose a atude IT~ IS
inability to comprehend the problem. When a student' "/V,[1"'"
hoVl an Akibah could change a 18.w of Moses, he was told
this' story: once upon a time, during the days when Akiba
lectured, J~~osesup in Heaven was growing restless. He
wonder-ed about the people he had led out of bgypt and what
they were doing on earth I'i t.h the 'I'or-ah he gave them.
!f,OS6S f1l'!=,ee_rec1 b fore God and asked leave to visit his
people on earth. Although it vas entirely Lr r-eguLar- and
completely c ozt rcr-y -Goi.he rules of heaven, God. could nof
dt:ny ::~oses I request, so l,:oses, in the}guise of a poor
peasant, happened to wa.Lk Lrrt 0 the academy whd Le . kiba
VIas lecturing. :3:J co:"!~lex and so difficult wer-e -:.16

na t t e r-s 'i,ith wl-Lch :=l.abbiAkiba was concerned t

f
'1at1.:oses

could not follow the lecture at all, and f oun imself
becoming v6ry dr-ovsy , He nc+i ced th'3 in'·,e::1f.i'-'i~ter st
of t.he stu5,€-n-ts, 8.1".C EO he :o~ced himself to ~.is-~en.

After the conclusion of the lecture, questions were.
asked am answers given. Everyone seemed to participate
eagerly in the dLocu s si.on , but Hoses could not eV6!1 gue ss
~:hat it was all e.bout , ~ir.E.lly, logic fa~.lh:g h ir; at a
certain point in the argument, Akiba simply declared:
"This is the law of Hoses from Et. Sinai:" And the stu-
dents accept ad th::>j·.aut.hor-Lty , Eoses \":8.S ~,E.li:hter'i, [,_21.:1
rtdmrIl.cd to Leaven, ·.l.'here God asked him how ~found ·thing;
on earth, and 1,10ses, exuber-arrc Ly declared: "Y/onderful!
o Lord ~ ~Ionderful: They still remember me, and make
Laws in my nameI II

/"

The Haggadah also gdve s us an interesting insight
into the de.veLopme rrc of 9. rational rre'tl.c d of irrt er:I:.reiir:g
i1:6 Scriptures. In the course of an ar gumerrt 8.S to whet-her
or not the recitition of a miracle would be adnri se'i.b.Le as
evidence, an Halakic argument, of course, this bit of
Haggadd,c material is found, which I consider to be a •
mast erpiece of irony. ThE story vas told that once Rabbd,
Eliezer and Rabbi'; ,,:ohua wer-e arguing a point at Law ,
Exasperated v,rith tt ruthless 10Sic of 11i2 pponent, ~c<l~1-;-i
Ji.liczf:-T roirrf ed -'co ,-. canob tree just outside 'the window of
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the academy, and said I "I call upon that canob tree to
testify in my 'behalf." Ir.rcrediately the tree was uprooted
from the ground. Rabbi Joshua Lnsi sted it was a mere
co-inc:i.ccnt thr.t pr-oved nothing at all. Rabbi Eliezer
pointed to the rivulet that flowed past ·the spot where
the t re e f'o rmer-Iy st ood , c.nd said: "I call upon that
stream to testify in my behalf." I1'l1l!lediate1y, the at ream
r-ever-sed it s cour-se and began to flow upwar-d to its source.
f.abbi ~Toshua dismissed it as an optical illusion of some
sort and refused to accept the evidence of the stream.
Thereupon, Rabbi. l;;1iezer ca l Led upon the walls of +he
acac1E.T:\Y to testify for him, and the walls il1ll1f\diately
cracked and sagged. fAt this point, I can well imagine,
the ra rr at or of the story pr-obabky drew laughter as he
r'ight \Jel1 have pod.rrt.ed to cracked and sagging wans
everi t ..OU:Y1 the gesture would not have been indicated in
the Talmudic record.) Again Rabbi Joshua insisted that
the cracking and t~.... s'?ogging of the walls were pro bably
co-d.nc.i derrta.L, Completely disgusted with his stubborn
opponent, Rabbi E~iezer called upon the Bath Kol, the
Voice from Heaven, +..j de cide the issue. Innnediatcly a
voice was heard speaking from Heaven, and it said: "Why
do ye contend with Rabbi Eliezer? Of course, he is right."

To this, Rabbd, Joshua replied: "The Torah deals
with human affairs on earth ani not with Heaven. Since
the Torah is on earth and not in heaven, the decisio~ must
be nade on earth by men in accordance with their best
power' of jud!?1Ilent and reason, and not, by celestial beings
in heaven, They have no right to interfere with us ;"
(Baba .iiezia 59b)

'There are alse some amaafng examples of psy choIogf ced,
insight in the':: n::'r::ud. ~TeE;(l.lessto say, Rab Assi never
read Dr. Strecker's book "Their 11:others' Sons," and yet
the 'Talmud tells that "Rab Assi's mother r.sked for or'na-
merrt s , He bought them ::or her. She wished to marry,
and he offered to find her a suitable man. But whe n she
said: 'I desire a man as handsome as thou, wJ son,' he
left her, and went to Palestine." (Kiddushin 31) The
scientific study of geriatrics was unknown in Talmudic
times, but in the Talmud we read: "A man will die quickly
if he has nothing -to do ,"

The men quoted in the Talmud were religious men, and
yet they mew. ,that excessive piety is unwho Lesome, It
was said: itA virgin who prays continually; a widow who
v-l.sits her ned ghbor-s too f'r-e querrt Iyj and an undergraduate
who gives decisions in tho b.w - these are the destroyers
of the vor-Ld,"

---~.---.~--
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There were no luncheon clubs in Talmudic times, and
yet we are told that "Rabbah would aIways cpen his dis-
course wi.t h 8. jest, pm let his hear-er-s Laugh a little.
'I'he n he 'lfould become serious. 1/ (Shabbat 30) Thus Rabbah
began, and thus we conclude our cruise •

•
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